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LETTERS 


DANCE MISSES ABEAT 


Missing part of the dance scene: 
I’m sorry to see “LiveBlessay 2014 - An 
Afternoon Affair” is not listed here 
(“Winter Arts: Dance,” Irene Hsiao, 
1/8]. Maybe next year. 
BayAreaDanceWatch 


DRINK IT UP 


Reader gives praise for bar col- 
umn: I love Benjamin Wachs'’ relatively 
new column “Distillations” [Eat sec- 
tion]. Like Katy St. Clair’s “Bouncer” 
column before it, it really helps me keep 
up with all the new bars in town. Wachs 
is really able to sum up a place and what 
it’s all about succinctly. Keep up the 
good work! 

DaveinSM 


BLOG COMMENTS 
OF THE WEEK 


Where the dogs are: Interesting stats 
[“Guess Which S.F. Neighborhood Is the 
Least Pet-Friendly,” Erin Sherbert, The 
Snitch, 1/9]! When we lived in Nob Hill 
there were so many dogs. Probably a 
quarter of our building had them. Now 
we are in the Sunset and there are so 
many fewer. We have the only dog in 
our building (a few cats I believe). 


Amy G. 


Too many men have gone missing 
in San Francisco: WTE? Another 
young man goes missing without a trace 
in S.F. [“Steven Harris: California Acad- 
emy of Sciences Employee Goes Miss- 
ing,” Erin Sherbert, The Snitch, 1/8]? It 
is about time for the SFDA and the 
SFPD to form a special task force to 
solve these disappearances. The mayor 
should hold a press conference in order 
to shine a spotlight on these cases. 
There have been too many of them in 


“When we lived 

in Nob Hill there | 
were so many 
dogs. Probably | 

a quarter of our 
building had them.” 


AMY G. ON “GUESS WHICH S.F. 
NEIGHBORHOOD IS THE LEAST PET- 
FRIENDLY” 


the last few years, and they need to be 
solved. 


NJE. 


One reader thinks the return of 
foie gras is just fine: It’s really very 
simple — if this bothers someone, they 
don’t have to eat it [“Foie Gras is Legal 
Again in California,” Anna Roth, 
SFoodie, 1/7]. It’s like gay marriage and 
abortion. If someone doesn’t believe in 
it, don’t do it, but don’t tell me what I 
can and can’t stick in my mouth. 
James D. 


Another reader couldn't disagree 
more: Sad day for animals. I’m 
ashamed to be human; what kind of 
selfish person would eat something that 
results from such horrific cruelty? 
There’s so much delicious, and healthy, 
food that is cruelty-free! 

Sonya K. 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: ///-1839 
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Ci SUCKA FREE CITY 


Hostile Vibrations 


An earthquake early-warning system has massive upsides. And some downsides. 


By Joe Eskenazi 


The magnitude 6.0 earthquake 
that struck Napa in August shook loose a 
great deal. Including, it would seem, $5 
million in federal funding for an earth- 
quake-warning system our elected leaders 
had, previously, been vacillating over. 

At last California can follow Japan 
and Mexico in instituting such a system 
— and follow Italy, Switzerland, Israel, 
Greece, Mongolia, and Romania in de- 
veloping one. Truth be told, our nation 
and state are late to this game. But, un- 
like an actual quake warning, better late 
than never. 

UC Berkeley’s Seismological Lab- 
oratory is playing a lead role in craft- 
ing this system and the Bay Area is 
serving as a test bed. Jenn Strauss, a 
physicist working as the lab’s “science 
liaison,’ describes BART as the nascent 
quake-warning system’s “flagship user.” 

If a temblor is detected, trains in 
motion will slow, trains at rest will stay 
at rest, and, presumably, trains heading 
toward the Transbay Tunnel would for- 
go the journey. BART received a warning 
eight seconds prior to feeling the first 
twitches of the Napa quake — but, as 
it occurred at 3:20 a.m., there was no 
service to halt. 

In San Francisco and elsewhere, any 
number of automated responses may 
soon be triggered by a quake-warning 
system. Firehouse doors may pop open 
on their own, preventing them from 
being wedged closed in the ensuing 
shakeup. Alarms at hospitals may alert 
surgeons that now would be a bad time 
to start brain surgery. Elevators could 
open their doors at the next possible 
floor, as Otis elevators in Japan did 
during the 9.0 Tohoku quake in 2011, 
sparing passengers an ordeal and reliev- 





ing firefighters from the need to ascend 
tall buildings and rip open elevators. 

As other nations have shown, the 
technology is there. What’s being worked 
out here in California are the kinks. 
Among them, teaching private citizens 
who have a 10-second heads-up (UC 
Berkeley is already beta-testing an app) 
not to make things worse for themselves. 


And that’s what a science liaison is for. 

So, when your smartphone app indi- 
cates that, as surely as thunder follows 
lightning, a quake will hit momentarily, 
Strauss urges you to avoid running into 
the street. 

“The last thing we want people to do 
is run out of a building,” concurs Patrick 
Otellini, San Francisco’s director of earth- 


quake safety. “Many more people are 
killed by facade failures than while shel- 


tering in place.” In short, duck and cover. 


The quake-warning system of the 
future won't give you all that much 
time to react. But the message from the 
experts is that you may not need to do 
all that much. And there’s only so much 
you can do. 





Fred Noland 


The Descent 
of “Man” 


Here's how language really 
works, sweetie. 


The art of the portmanteau 
means combining words to create 
new words. PortMANteau, then, lin- 
guistically targets the boorish behav- 
ior of the American male. New terms 
added to the sum total of human un- 
derstanding include “manscaping” 
(body-hair grooming), “mansplain- 
ing” (condescension masquerading 
as lecture), and now “manspreading” 
(taking up a lot of space in public ar- 
eas), which recent reports say may 
have been afflicting our transit for 
decades. Here, we predict what other 
harm man will bring to the culture, 
and “man’ will bring to the language. 


manjob: a hastily or lazily 
committed work of masturbation 
(on self or others) 

mancrafted: something 
designed to be oversized or made 
with a lot of leather, reclaimed 
wood, or hops 

manpreciation: honoring 
a female passerby’s beauty, ele- 
gance, or walking ability through 
an intricate series of whistles 
(also known as “bro-song”) 

mancoustics: the collective 
deepening of voices in a group 
of men who have been gathered 
for a while; it is theorized that 
eventually conversation would 
descend to hoots, grunts, anda 
spirited round of manjobbing 

mangularity: the point in 
the near future in which all of 
humankind is joined together as 
one collective dude 

manlightenment: sudden 
and total illumination of the 
meaning of the universe, which is 
the penis 

womansplaining: point- 
ing out when mansplaining is 
happening, usually preceded by 
a weary sense of inevitability 
Mandon R. Reynolds 





House of Pain 


San Francisco's real-estate 
patterns are both familiar 
and crazy. 


Just as you’re wallowing in 
disbelief and despair over this city’s 
increasingly surreal real-estate mar- 


gon Real Estate to say, “You don’t 
know the half of it; we’ve got charts!” 
They also have institutional 
memory, which, like the local 
housing stock, is in increasingly 
short supply. Real-estate booms 








ket, along come the good folks at Para- 


(such as the one we're in) and 
relative busts (such as the one we 
exploded out of four years ago) are 
cyclical. Houses doubled in value 
between 1984 and 1990, before 
declining 11 percent from 1991 
to 1994. Houses doubled in value 
again between 1995 and 2001 
before sliding 10 percent during 
the dotcom pop in ’01. Values then 
skyrocketed by 59 percent between 
2002 and 2007 before dropping by 
a quarter between 2008 and 2011. 
And, since then, values have risen by 
45 percent — and counting. 

Well, that’s a lot of numbers. But 
what you'll notice is that the good 


times have seen more good than the 
bad times have bad. So, while San 
Francisco is engaged in a familiar 
pattern, the dollar figures have been 
steadily climbing — and have never 
been higher. 

As such, the median home sales 
price in the fourth quarter of 2014 
topped $1.13 million. That number is 
nearly double the median price from 
the beginning of 2012, $665,000. In 
2011, 184 homes were sold for $2 
million or more; last year 409 were 
bought for that price. In that same 
time period, the number of condos 
that were sold for upwards of $1.5 
million leaped from 132 to 518. 


Patrick Carlisle, Paragon’s chief 
market analyst, puts it succinctly. 
It’s a great time to be rich, and if 
you re rich and own property, you 
figure to soon be richer. A lot richer. 
“Affluence,” he says, “certainly plays 
a big role in our real-estate market.” 

Mark Zuckerberg has established 
a foothold in Dolores Heights; those 
hoping to land homes are competing 
against a well-heeled field. The new 
condos coming onto the market are 
almost exclusively aimed at the lux- 
ury market — and, adds, Carlisle, 30 
to 50 percent of these condo buyers 
“are not even using it as their pri- 
mary residence. You have inventory 


coming on the market, but it’s not 
even going to residents.” 

High-end housing that doesn’t 
even serve as housing doesn’t help 
the housing crunch. It exacerbates it. 

Those with the means to 
play this pricey game, however, 
are encouraged by historically 
minuscule interest rates. “These low 
interest rates are subsidizing the 
cost of housing,” Carlisle says. “The 
prices are higher but the payments 
are lower.” 

Well, that’s nice. But, for ever so 
many San Franciscans, the only way 
into the market would be via a time 
machine. JE 
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Ci IS EDIBLE CANNABIS 100 STRONG FOR SAFETY, OR MUCH WEAKER THAN ADVERTISED? 


The Trouble 
With Edibles 


The scariest things to eat in 
America today seem to be cookies and 
chocolate bars. Fourteen children be- 
tween the ages of 3 and 7 were admitted 
to the emergency room in Colorado last 
year after eating marijuana-laced goodies. 

Just over a dozen hospital visits 
isn’t as threatening as an Ebola epi- 
demic, but it’s almost double the eight 
stoned kids who showed up at the ER 
in 2012. It was also more than enough 
for anti-legalization coalition Smart 
Approaches to Marijuana to sound the 
alarm. “We need to stop many of these 
products from being sold,” SAM chair- 
man Kevin Sabet, a former Obama 
drug policy bureaucrat, told Reuters. 

In the Bay Area, local radio news 
leader KCBS jumped on the story. In 
San Mateo County, where cannabis 
dispensaries are banned, cops were 
quick to confirm that this “phenomena 
is hitting our emergency rooms.” San 
Mateo Police Chief Sue Manheimer 
did not present any data to back this 
up, but the available anecdotes were 
enough to convince her that “clearly 
[edibles] are not done in the auspices 
of public health.” 


RUTH DOE, D.V.M. 
EST. 1975 
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Reefer madness has a new name. 
And it is edibles. 

It was a rough 2014 for edible mar- 
ijuana, the preferred method of medi- 
cating for many seniors and other peo- 
ple who don't have the option to smoke 
weed (and the only method most “re- 
spectable” physicians will accept). 

Authorities linked edibles to two 
deaths last year: a college student 
who jumped off a hotel balcony after 
eating a cookie, and a man who shot 
and killed his wife after eating THC-in- 
fused candy (it was later revealed that 
the couple had been fighting for weeks; 
in court, the man’s attorney used his 
weed intake as a defense, saying it had 
rendered him incapable of pulling the 
trigger). However, the biggest splash 
came when New York Times columnist 
Maureen Dowd published her account 
of an unseemly encounter with a can- 
nabis chocolate bar. Unimpressed with 
the initial effects, Dowd made a rookie 
mistake: She ate too much, too quickly. 
In the ensuing all-night ordeal, Dowd 
thought “I had died and no one was 
telling me.” 

Edibles are no joke. They can bend 
the minds of the cannabis plant’s most 
devoted fans. Only a handful of people, 
alive or dead, can outdo Snoop Dogg in 
a smoke session. Willie Nelson is one 
of them. “That’s the only motherfucker 
that ever smoked me out where I had 
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to say, ‘Time out,” the rapper told San 
Francisco’s own Berner during a 2013 
episode of Snoop’s blunted-out Web 
series GGN. “He’s a real player.” And 
Nelson cannot handle edibles. “I don’t 
enjoy the high that the body gets,” he 
told Dowd last year, describing the 
feeling after he ate a plate of pot cook- 
ies for the hell of it as if “the flesh was 
falling off my bones.” 

The only man in the world who has 
out-smoked Snoop Dogg thinks edibles 
are too much. No wonder Dowd lost 
her mind. 

Edibles are a problem for local 
cannabis connoisseurs, too, but for 
a very different reason: They’re not 
strong enough. Specifically, they’re not 
as strong as advertised. All of the top- 
shelf cookies, candies, and other treats 
entered in the San Francisco Patients 
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Choice Cup in November tested well 
below their advertised THC content in 
lab results. For example, noted brand 
Bhang’s triple-strength chocolate 
bars, advertised at 180 milligrams of 
THC — roughly the same amount of 
psychoactive punch in an entire gram 
of dispensary-bought bud — clocked 
in at “only” 127.2 milligrams. 

The root cause of the edible prob- 
lem, cops and prohibitionists say, 
is that they are unregulated. This is 
partially true. No government agency 
inspects edibles for quality or potency. 
The same is true with everything else 
sold in dispensaries, though nearly 
every cannabis store has its medicine 
lab-checked for potency and contami- 
nants, a rare instance in which market 
forces led to regulation. 





But there are some rules. Under 
San Francisco law, edibles must be 
sold in opaque packaging in order to 
discourage children from confusing 
a store-bought cannabis cookie for a 
Chips Ahoy. An edible’s packaging must 
be clearly marked “medicine” and must 
have warning labels telling kids to stay 
away. In other words, in San Francisco 
at least, packaging and labels for ed- 
ibles receive more scrutiny than the 
psychoactive drugs inside. 

But the most important number 
here is zero. That’s how many people 
have died from cannabis consumption 
in recorded history. Meanwhile, 300 
people died of a drug overdose last 
year in California. And if recent trends 
hold steady, another 300 will die this 
year, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention says. This deadly trend 
warranted only a brief write-up in the 
Chronicle, because the drug in question 
is alcohol. 

More than 2,200 people visited the 
San Francisco General Hospital emer- 
gency room for acute alcohol toxicity or 
for alcohol withdrawal, hospital spokes- 
woman Rachael Kagan said. Alcohol is 
the second-most cited reason for an ER 
visit in the city, she said. 

Cannabis doesn’t even make the list. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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Ci JOE ESKENAZI, YOUR HUMBLE NARRATOR 


To Arms, Citizens 


Nous sommes tous goddamn Charlie. 


A decade ago this month, your 
humble narrator found himself with a sud- 
den and urgent (and ongoing) need to 
learn French. Learning French is difficult. 
You need to know grammar and stuff. 

But, how hard could it be to pick 
up the gist of the language through 
cartoons? There was even a magazine 
largely composed of cartoon journalism 
and innocuously named Charlie Hebdo 
(Charlie Weekly) after Charlie Brown. 
How complex could a cartoon be? 

On Sunday, you could pick up the un- 
mistakable, mellifluous cadence of spo- 
ken French on the trains, then the plat- 
forms, and then the escalators at Civic 
Center Plaza. Throngs of unmistakably 
French men and women (lots of scarves) 
converged on City Hall’s steps. They 
packed tighter and tighter and, eventu- 
ally, spilled out into the street; the police 
shut down the road and the crowd grew 
larger still. All told, perhaps 1,000 peo- 
ple were here, not bad but certainly not 
the estimated 1.5 million who roamed 
through Paris and 2.5 million more who 
gathered elsewhere in France. 

It has now been one week since Mus- 
lim extremists murdered eight members 
of Charlie’s staff, a visitor, two Paris 
cops, and a janitor in retribution for the 
magazine's depictions of the Prophet 
Mohammed, and a third Islamic terror- 
ist killed a policewoman and gunned 
down four Jews in a kosher market. 

The 17 victims of this cinematic, 
three-day terror rampage comprise a 
cross-section of today’s French society: 
blacks, whites, and Arabs; Jews, Mus- 
lims, and Christians; men and women; 
immigrants and native-born; young 
and old. Perhaps even more than the 
calculating attack against freedom of 
expression, this universality justified 
the now-ubiquitous rallying cry of “Je 
suis Charlie” (I am Charlie). 

Spilled blood has led to spilled ink. 
And, while an incontrovertible starting 
point is that massacres undertaken by 
heavily armed Islamic fanatics are a bad 
thing, it gets a bit bumpier after that. 

A popular line of argumentation 
among left-leaning intellectuals in the 
English-speaking world is that, yes, 
killing is wrong. But, they argue, let us 
not be too quick to canonize Charlie 
and disseminate the cartoons its staff 
died for producing, as that material was 
symptomatic of a “virulently racist brand 
of French xenophobia.” Severing Charlie's 
cartoons from their proper context, os- 
tensibly intelligent individuals saw fit to 
liken them to simian characterizations 
of blacks or the Nazi newspaper Der 
Sturmer’s drawings of the sort used to 
dehumanize Europe’s Jews and, in effect, 
grease the skids to the crematoria. 
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Good grief. 

The problem with trying to learn 
French from Charlie cartoons is that, 
even if you begin to understand the 
words, their meanings may escape your 
grasp. A great deal has been written in 
the past few days by people who do not 
grasp that magazine, French society, or 
the former’s place in the latter. 

What a cruel fate befell Charlie: It has 
been judged and condemned by people 
lacking a sense of humor. Perhaps more 
than once. 


Because French people wear Yan- 
kees caps and blue jeans and drink Co- 
ca-Cola, it’s easy for Americans to observe 
them on American terms. 

But that doesn’t work. France is a 
profoundly different place than here. 
Rudimentary French phrasebooks 
instruct greenhorns to say things like, 
“Tm sorry I’m late, but there was a 
general strike.” France’s government 
is centralized to a degree inconceiv- 
able to Americans. Its citizens have a 
take-it-to-the-streets mentality that 
transcends “protester types,’ and the 
half-million demonstrators who regu- 
larly roam through Paris, inspired by 
even fairly arcane policy matters, act as 
an emergency brake on government. 

There are concepts informing the 
French character that can’t readily be 
translated. Within the blood coursing 
through the heart of this nation — and 
where Charlie comes in — is laicité. The 
best description we can muster is an 
anti-clerical, anti-authoritarian urge to 
drive religiosity from the public sphere; 
a “religion-blindness” akin to Stephen 
Colbert’s farcical race-blindness. 

This is a concept that often works 
better in the abstract than the concrete. 


Charlie, as many of you have come 
to know in the last week, is a long- 
standing French satirical magazine es- 
tablished in 1970 after its predecessor, 
Hara-Kiri, was quashed by government 
authorities for mocking the death of 
President Charles de Gaulle. It was 
founded on the notion that “it is for- 
bidden to forbid.” Or, as San Francisco’s 
Board of Supervisors President London 
Breed put it many years later: “I don’t 
do what no-motherfucking-body tells 
me to do.” 

This was not, necessarily, a “smart” 
publication, nor an “intellectual” one. 
And it wasn’t subtle. Charlie’s humor 
tended toward the scatological; describ- 
ing its contents seems like the kind of 
thing that could get you sent to the 
principal’s office. 

But what the hell: Yes, that is a nude 
then-President Nicolas Sarkozy, depicted 
in a cover decrying economic protection- 
ism, doubled into a pretzel and peering 
up his own asshole (“Why look elsewhere 
for what you can find at home?”). 

Yes, on a cover regarding legalized 
same-sex marriage, that is Jesus fuck- 
ing a bearded God and, in turn, being 
cornholed by The Holy Ghost. 

And, yes, that is a weeping Prophet, 
under the caption “Mohammed over- 
come by fundamentalists.” Says the 
man in the black robe and turban: “Tt’s 
tough to be loved by morons.” 

And this is where everything col- 
lides. It’s understandable that France’s 
ethnic and religious minorities, simul- 
taneously pressured to be French but 
because of societal prejudice never truly 
allowed to be “French,” view laicité as 
bogus and hollow. But it’s the fiercely 
secular nature of laicité that compelled 
Charlie to place “blasphemous” images 
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Kay Nietfeld/picture-alliance/dpa/AP Images 
“Allis forgiven” reads the 
text above Mohammed on the 
forthcoming edition of Charlie 
Hebdo. Below, an estimated 1.5 
million supporters gathered in 
Paris on Sunday. 


on the cover, be they Mohammed or 
Jesus sodomizing God. 

Charlie has always been, in fact, a pro- 
foundly leftist publication. Its cartoons 
routinely scandalized French right-wing 
politicians and depicted Israeli soldiers 
gleefully machine-gunning helpless 
Palestinians (“Take that, Goliath!”) or 
Mitt Romney calling for “a White House 
that’s really white.” And so, the moral 
equivalencies spewed by those hoping to 
depict Charlie as a symptom of rightist 
nativism and racism smack of cheap, in- 
flammatory tactics — ignorant at best, 
disingenuous at worst. 

Unlike the legitimately racist and 
antisemitic cartoons Charlie found it- 
self compared to, this magazine didn’t 
purport to denigrate any race or faith, 
but, rather, extremists and dogma. 
Charlie, in fact, allotted most of its 
space to skewering the politicians and 
policies most objectionable to France’s 
immigrants and oppressed minorities. 
Hopefully lost on nobody is that these 
politicians will benefit the most from 
a Muslim fundamentalist attack ona 
fervent critic, and the fearfulness it 
will sow. 

Depictions of Mohammed struck 
many as tasteless and deeply hurtful. 
Charlie's staff was not unaware of this. 
The decision to print these cartoons 
was not a casual one. But, in the end, 
this was a magazine largely without a 
filter. The boundaries of free society 
must continually be tested. And this is 


not always done via “great art,’ nor does 
“great art” necessarily topple fascists or 
fundamentalists more effectively than 
quotidian, not-great art. Or even bad 
art: The sheer silliness of a film in which 
a missile launched from Seth Rogen’s 
rectum kills North Korea’s dictator was, 
surely, more threatening to that coun- 
try’s leadership cult than less-accessible, 
higher-brow material (which, quite like- 
ly, would be nearly anything). 

“Let’s stop them damn pictures,” 
19th-century New York political crook 
Boss Tweed purportedly bemoaned 
of Thomas Nast’s editorial cartoons. 

“T don’t care so much what the papers 
write about — my constituents can’t 
read — but damn it, they can see pic- 
tures.” Those cartoons helped topple 
Tweed. He became a fugitive, but was 
nabbed by cops who recognized him 
from Nast’s work. 

Nast and his publishers resisted a lot 
of pressure — and a lot of bribe money. 
They were driven by righteousness. 
Charlie’s motivations are more opaque. 
But its philosophy is probably best 
encapsulated by one of its less contro- 
versial covers. Under the headline “The 
Invention of Humor,” a Neanderthal 
grasps, in one hand, a lit torch and, in 
the other, a vat of oil. Charlie mixed it 
up because it could. 

They didn’t do what no-motherfuck- 
ing-body told them to do. 





Throngs of demonstrators gath- 
ered Sunday at City Hall’s steps. And then 
— nothing. There was no leader to make 
an inspirational speech. There were no 
speakers at all. A man with a shock of 
white hair and a beard began waving his 
arms and pontificating and, awaiting 
something, anything, the crowd quieted 
for him. But it was just some crusty old 
Berkeley-type communist, attempting to 
hijack the meeting by railing against “the 
bankers.” He was, in every sense, speaking 
the wrong language for this crowd. He was 
booed off the steps. 

Instead, the crowd recited the names 
of the 17 dead, and broke into “La 
Marseillaise.” And that was a beautiful 
moment. But also a profoundly disturb- 
ing one. Because “La Marseillaise” is a 
soldiers’ song, a song of surprising bru- 
tality sung by a people under attack: 

Against us tyranny/Raises its bloody 
banner. Do you hear, in the countryside/ 
The roar of those ferocious soldiers? 
They're coming right into your arms/To cut 
the throats of your sons and women! 

To arms, citizens! Form your battal- 
ions. Let’s march! Let’s march! Let an 
impure blood/Water our furrows! 

Understanding the French is dif- 
ficult. You need to know history and 
context and stuff. 

After singing its national anthem, 
the crowd, again, went quiet. But then 
one woman lifted her arms in the air, 
pitched back her head, and shouted to 
the skies above: “Vive la république!” 

And then, necessarily: “Vive la laicité!” 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 
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It took six men to haul you onto 
the trolley this morning. You have, obvi- 
ously, seen better days. 

This fact escapes no one as the tram 
pulls away from Steuart and Market 
streets and begins to pick up speed. You 
have a long ride ahead of you, but it’ll be 
over sooner than you think. 

The creaking of wicker seats is the 
only sound heard in the cramped trolley. 
Trolleys are generally loud, but not this 
one. It is custom-engineered and fa- 
natically maintained to be wicker-creak 
quiet. It’s especially quiet today anyway 
because the mood in here is dour. 

Probably because of something you 
did. 

In the past, you'd be concerned about 
this. But not anymore. The jet-black 
trolley trundles on through San Fran- 
cisco, more or less silently, past Italian 
farmhands driving horsecarts heaped 
with vegetables up Mission; past the 
putrid detritus of the slaughterhouses 
bobbing in Islais Creek; past the great 
dunes — scenes set to the soundtrack of 
overburdened wicker. 

And, just like that, the San Francisco 
& San Mateo Railway tram rolls across 
San Francisco city limits and keeps 
going. And you said you'd never leave 
the city. 
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The big trolley glides to a stop, a bell 
rings, and, of all things, a priest ambles 
out to meet you. It was only an hour 
ago that you were at the Ferry Building. 
And, in a few hours, everyone else will 
be there again. But you're staying here. 

The tracks continue south to San 
Mateo. But this is the end of the line. 
This is Colma. 

And you're dead. 


In the Newtonian cosmology of the 
Bay Area, San Francisco is the action. 
Colma is the equal and opposite reaction. 

Two miles from the city’s southern 
border, you'll find Colma’s Town Hall 
flying the town flag. It depicts Colma’s 
Town Hall. Town Hall is, per town offi- 
cials, the most recognizable site in town. 

But that’s hardly true. When the 
word “Colma” is mentioned, your first 
thought wouldn't be its handsome, 
1937 hacienda-style Town Hall but acres 
of verdant, manicured lawns speckled 
with headstones. And that would make 
for an odd flag. But a fitting one. 

Colma is a place with no shortage of 
names: The Silent City, the City of Souls, 
even “Deadsville.” But its best name 
came along only a few years after its 
establishment in 1924, from Colma’s 
founding father, Mattrup Jensen: “San 

Francisco’s Necropolis.” 
There are just shy of 2,000 living 
inhabitants of Colma. And just 
shy of 2 million dead 


Last Step 


BY JOE ESKENAZI 


ones (with approximately 75 more 
arriving daily). This is a city that exists 
because of San Francisco. And it always 
has: Colma was exploited by 18th-cen- 
tury Spanish colonizers to supply San 
Francisco’s burgeoning Mission outpost 
with its daily meals. In the ensuing 
decades, it befell Colma to provide the 
sustenance San Francisco craved but had 
no desire to own. That came in the form 
of not just crops and livestock (Colma 
became the rancid, stinking hog farm 
providing Imperial San Francisco with 
its breakfast bacon) but in the violent 
sports, gambling, bootlegging, drinking, 
carousing, and myriad other forms of 
hangover- or VD-inducing pastimes out- 
lawed or frowned upon by San Francisco 
authorities and nudged over the south- 
ern border. 

And that’s still the case. Strip malls 
and gambling dens aren’t so easy to 
track down in San Francisco. But they 
are in Colma: ‘There is not one but two 
Home Depots here; the Toys ‘R’ Us 
and Target here are among the most 
lucrative on Earth and can practically 
be seen from space. The Lucky Chances 
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casino is open every minute of the year; 
when asked how many patrons piled in 
on Christmas morning, a poker dealer 
replies, in a heartbeat, “More than you 
can imagine.” On a chilly Sunday morn- 
ing, the place is packed and the pleasant 
odor of the cafe’s special, ginataang 
manok, pervades the interior. There’s an 
NFL playoff game on every TV, but no- 
body is watching. At a poker table, two 
paper coffee cups sit side by side, each 
with “Uncle” penned on it. 

Even still, they keep it quiet here, 
as youd expect of a casino bordered on 
three sides by cemeteries. 

But while Colma exists because of 
and for the benefit of San Francisco, it 
also came about in opposition to this 
city and serves as its polar opposite. San 
Francisco has been, for more than a cen- 
tury, a place for the living to live it up. A 
small place. This is the city that evicted 
its dead to accommodate its living, 
providing politicians with the unique 
opportunity to rail against the deceased. 

In reaction to San Francisco’s de- 
cadeslong campaign to remake itself, ex- 
clusively, as a land of the living, Colma 
was established, expressly, on behalf of 

the dead. A strange and symbiotic rela- 
tionship continues to this day. 
San Francisco is a transient and 
ephemeral place. Like life itself. 
Colma is where San Francisco out- 
sources eternity. 
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In Colma, you will find two states of 
being that San Franciscans put off for as 
long as possible: death and suburbia. 

This is not a macabre place. Neat 
green laws and white picket fences 
stand on one side of the wide brick 
roads, and cemetery lawns and 
wrought-iron fences stand on the other. 

Death is a matter of simply crossing 
the street. 

The proximity to a landscape of 
decomposing bodies may unnerve San 
Franciscans. As will a sense of small- 
town tranquility and suburban order 
undesired by city dwellers. 

San Francisco has neither. And that’s 
no coincidence. 

“No feeling is more honorable or 
creditable than respect for the dead,” 
wrote San Francisco Mayor Jim Rolph 
in 1914 as a preamble to explaining why 
this most honorable and creditable feel- 
ing is, in fact, terrible city policy. “The 
duty of government is more to the liv- 
ing than to the dead.” In January of that 
year, “Sunny Jim” signed the legislation 
leading to the exhumation and removal 
of nearly every moldering corpse within 
San Francisco city limits. In 1934, he 
was himself buried beneath a grandiose 
memorial cut from the same granite 
used to construct San Francisco City 
Hall. In Colma. Along with an eventual 
125,000 San Franciscans uprooted as a 
consequence of his legislation. 

Subjecting the dead to a posthu- 
mous exodus says a lot about the once 
and future character of San Francisco. 
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“An estimated 75 new 
subterranean residents 
arrive in Colma daily. 
The underground 
population is creeping 
toward 2 million. 
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Colma on the map. San Francisco’s hun- 
ger for land spurred Colma’s cemetery 
owners to essentially draw a border 
around their holdings and, 90 years ago, 
push for municipal incorporation as a 
means of self-preservation. 

As a formal city (a mayor, a city coun- 
cil, a police chief, its own flag) instead of 
a scrap of unincorporated and largely un- 
populated land, Colma wouldn't be sub- 
jected to the expansionist whims of San 
Francisco. The dead would be respected 
here. Per a 1929 ordinance, drivers are 
expressly forbidding from “cutting in” on 
funeral processions; a 1948 ordinance 
puts the burden on anyone nabbed af- 
ter-hours in a cemetery to prove he was 
partaking in “a lawful errand.” 

In Colma, the duty of government is 
more to the dead than to the living. 


That’s not the way San Francisco 
rolls. 

“The dead look down upon the city 
below,” read an 1880 article in a now-de- 
ceased publication called the San Fran- 
cisco Post penned by an unknown but 
now-deceased author envious of their 
choice real estate. “They have seized and 
hold in mortmain the best building land 
in the city. The development of the city 
is stopped short by these tyrants.” 

At the time, vast swaths of The Rich- 
mond — hundreds of acres — were giv- 
en over to cemeteries originally located 
over the dunes and far from homes and 
businesses (Laurel Heights Cemetery, 
now a bustling realm of baby strollers 
being pushed by women in yoga pants, 
was initially called “Lone Mountain.”) 
San Francisco’s living residents, how- 
ever, soon surrounded the dead. In the 
course of this city’s history, this has 
happened many times. 

It has always led to the same out- 
come. Half a century before the Post 
declared the city’s dead to be the oppres- 
sors of its living, San Francisco’s first 
quasi-official cemetery was a glorified 
dumping ground on Powell Street be- 
tween Filbert and Greenwich; livestock 
grazed among the fetid, shallow graves 
on land a stone’s throw from present-day 
Washington Square Park. The city grew. 
This was not a tenable situation. 

For the first time, but not the last, 
bodies were exhumed and reburied on a 
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San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library 


barren, windswept dunescape far from 
civilization. The Yerba Buena Cemetery 
was established in 1850 on what is now 
Civic Center. As the term “Civic Center” 
implies, the city grew. This was an even 
less tenable situation. By 1870, every- 
one was, once again, pulled from the 
ground and, this time, reburied where 
San Francisco meets the Pacific Ocean at 
the Golden Gate Cemetery. 

What made cemetery-building so 
untenable in San Francisco is that it’s 
a city with famously finite borders and 
the drive to rapidly fill them in and 
start looking for more. Furious housing 
demand and resultant staggering prices 
are not a recent creation. Rather, it’s a 
recurring staple of a serial boomtown. 
San Francisco was established by waves 
of newcomers displacing erstwhile new- 
comers. Eventually, the living displaced 
the dead — so their successors could go 
on to, once again, displace the living. Or 
be displaced themselves. 

The Post's brazen call to uproot the 
dead and once and for all appropriate 
their land would, in due time, come to 
pass. But not without a measure of sub- 
terfuge. The drive to evict the graveyards 
was, for years, couched as a health crisis. 
Newspapers dutifully reprinted the 
claims of city expansionists who were 
gravely concerned with “invisible effluvia 
that rise in the air from the cities of the 
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Vaults await mortal remains at 
Holy Cross Cemetery in this photo 
taken sometime after 1920. 


dead” which “contain gaseous poisons 
of the most deadly character.” The dark 
wind “that blows from a crowded ceme- 
tery” leads to malignancies striking down 
our “little children and delicate wives.” 
No feeling is more honorable or cred- 
itable than respect for the dead — but 
won't somebody think of the children? 
(The living children?) 


There’s a bewildering-if-true story 
about England’s Duke of Marlborough 
and his inability to brush his teeth. 

In the year 1920 he emerged from 
his bathroom and exclaimed that his 
toothbrush wasn't foaming properly. 
What the duke didn’t realize was that, 
for all his life until this fateful moment, 
his valet had been placing his toothpaste 
upon his toothbrush for him. 

San Francisco’s a bit like that. We are 
a city of both spectacular wealth and 
serene beauty. And when we want things, 
people are there to get them for us. Twist 
the tap and water flows in from the 
pristine Yosemite valley we dammed up 


Workmen exhume the inhabitants 
of Odd Fellows Cemetery in The 
Richmond in 1931. 
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San Francisco History Center, San Francisco Public Library 
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nearly a century ago. Flip the switch and 
your home is powered by electricity gen- 
erated far from here, with its resultant 
noxious fumes polluting other, less-fa- 
vored communities. For generations, our 
pork and cabbage and red potatoes hailed 
from Colma; in return we sent them our 
rotting garbage to feed the hogs. We also 
sent them our drinkers, gamblers, and 
philanderers to crowd the speakeasies, 
gambling dens, and houses of ill-repute 
San Francisco wouldn't tolerate. And, 
when we've had all the pork and potatoes 
and booze we can handle, we die. And 
then we’re sent to Colma, too. 

The process of throwing off the tyran- 
nical yoke of the city’s dead and seizing 
their land was not a quick one. It was, like 
Hemingway's description of bankruptcy, 
an endeavor that was undertaken gradu- 
ally, then suddenly. The Board of Super- 
visors in 1900 forbade all future burials 
in the city. In 1914, Sunny Jim signed 
the aforementioned ordinance calling for 
mass-exhumations. Over the course of 
the next three decades (and after many 
laws and referendums lived and died), 
the cemeteries and their inhabitants 
were relocated. 


Lincoln Park, and the Lincoln Park Golf 
Course were erected atop the aforemen- 
tioned Golden Gate Cemetery. The Board 
of Supervisors in 1898 forbade further 
burials here — temporarily leaving the 
city’s Chinese and indigent communities 
nowhere to go after they died. By 1909, 
all but a few of the monuments were 
whisked away and the city simply built 
over the remains of its forebears. Golfers 
are expected to replace their divots, and 
for good reason: Perhaps 11,000 men, 
women, and children remain below. 

So, San Francisco converted a cem- 
etery into a golf course. In Colma, they 
converted a golf course into a cemetery. 

In 2011, Colma’s Cypress Golf Course 
sold its last nine holes to an adjoining 
cemetery, which bought the other nine 
holes several years prior. All that’s 
left now is the driving range and pro 
shop. Wander past the thwack-thwack- 
thwacking golfers sending range balls to- 
ward San Bruno Mountain and you can 
gaze across the former first and eighth 
fairways, now salted with headstones. 

But, this being Colma, prior to serv- 
ing as golf course and then a graveyard, 
this land was, in fact, another graveyard. 





In that time, the once-pristine San 
Francisco graveyards degenerated from 
backdrops for the cherished 19th-cen- 
tury activity of “promenading” and 
became weed-choked eyesores. City dogs 
made off with bones protruding from 
the earth; high school fraternities held 
elaborate, drunken initiation ceremo- 
nies and crafted massive bonfires out of 
fence stakes serving as grave borders; 
hobos cracked open crypts and took up 
residence; vaults were plundered; and ev- 
eryone’s mother told them to avoid wan- 
dering into a makeshift den of rapists, 
pedophiles, “ghouls,” or amorous couples 
out for a quick one. 

Goodbye to all that. 


Discovering 300 dead men in the 
basement tends to alter one’s immediate 
plans, and that’s what happened in 1993 
during an expansion and renovation of 
San Francisco's Palace of the Legion of 
Honor. Heaps of corpses, some still clutch- 
ing rosaries and clad in Levi's, were pulled 
from the ground. 

One man, inexplicably, appeared to 
have had a third arm buried with him. 

Explaining the presence of legions 
of dead beneath the Legion of Honor 
is easy enough, though. The museum, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 
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Colma’s former Cypress Golf 
Course has been repurposed. 


Old-timers say the indigent San Fran- 
cisco dead buried here, until perhaps as 
late as 1951, were never disinterred. 

In Colma you are never far from dead 
people. Sometimes alarming numbers of 
dead people. 

When San Francisco's graves were, en 
masse, upturned, the condition of the 
inhabitants within varied. The smallest 
boxes used to cart away remains could’ve 
stored Nikes; they measured 6 by 6 by 
12 inches and cost 8 cents apiece. The 
largest measured 2 by 3 by 6 feet and 
ran the princely sum of $2.75. Relatives 
or well-wishers who disgorged the $10 
or more to cover moving expenses could 
take solace that the corpses in question 
would receive their own plots and head- 
stones. But San Francisco, then as now, 
was a transient place; the vast majority 
of the 125,000 or so dead who made the 
trip to Colma were lumped into four gar- 
gantuan mass graves. 

“Interred here are the remains of 
39,307 Catholics moved from Calvary 
Cemetery in 1940 and 1941 by order 
of the San Francisco Board of Super- 
visors, readsamonumentat »>p14 





February is an ideal time 
to visit Santa Barbara, 
enjoy its outstanding 

ol (Taat-1c=eer-Vare R=>.¢0) (ole -maat= 
areas natural beauty 
Valo aat-Va)var-lide. (ad (e) ate 
Of added interest is the 
fact that the 2015 Santa 
Barbara International 
Film Festival will take 
place from January 27 


to February 6. 
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On February 7 
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_ Meet Pacifica faculty, students, 


alumni, and staff 


The $35 fee for this 8:30am to 


6:00pm program includes breakfast, 


lunch, and a $10 gift certificate for 
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the Best Western Carpinteria Inn. 
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Acclaimed writer, director 
and actor returns to his 
Stand-up comedy roots for 
four exclusive performances. 


“He is setting the 
rhythm of 

jazz's future.” 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES 
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Last Stop from p13 


Colma’s Holy Cross Cemetery. “Rest in 
God's Loving Care.” 

By 1930, 20,000 bodies were moved 
from Masonic Cemetery — now the site 
of USF — to a mass grave at Colma’s 
Woodlawn Cemetery. Some 35,000 
former residents of Laurel Heights Cem- 
etery — now a UCSF campus and chi-chi 
residential and retail corridor — were 
transferred to a mound at Cypress Lawn. 
Somewhat disturbingly, a final sweep of 
that San Francisco graveyard prior to the 
big move turned up 189 additional bodies. 

There were still 3,000 fewer bodies 
than anticipated. Nobody knows why. 

Finally, the 26,000 to 28,000 bodies 
unearthed from the nearby Odd Fellows 
Cemetery ended up in the oddest spot 
of all. Shoppers driving up Colma Bou- 
levard between the hulking Best Buy 
and Home Depot may notice a flower 
farm in the midst of this sprawlingest 
of sprawling strip malls. Off to the side 
on a bare scrap of land stands a tower- 
ing hunk of stone, transported from the 
old Odd Fellows Cemetery, and leaning 
at a Tower of Pisa-like angle. 

This is where tens of thousands of 
the men and woman who chased their 
dreams to San Francisco and built a rus- 
tic mining depot into a jewel of civiliza- 
tion ended up: in a stark field between 
two big box stores buried, perhaps 50 to 
a vault, beneath a weathered, off-kilter 
monument. 
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But at least they have a monument. 

One hundred meters down the road 
where Colma Boulevard hits El Camino 
Real is a modest, nondescript patch of 
unruly grass. It is casually referred to 
on Page 20 of the Colma General Plan 
as the “Greenlawn Paupers’ Cemetery.” 
There is no sign, no mention, and little 
memory of the 12,000 impoverished 
San Franciscans resting beneath in 
God’s Loving Care. 

There are scant remnants of the dead 
in San Francisco, but now and then, 
there’s a reminder. Every few decades, 
the sands shift enough at Ocean Beach 
to reveal discarded headstones from the 
city’s discarded graveyards. Yes, that is a 
fragment of someone’s name on the rain 
gutters at Buena Vista Park. You might 
spot the same at the breakwaters off 
Marina Green or Aquatic Park. 

The city is ours. Our predecessors 
have been disposed of. And the past, 
their past, is just an occasional bump in 
the road. 


Last Saturday, as they do every 
January, legions of drunken lunatics in- 
vaded Colma’s Woodlawn Cemetery to 
pay their respects to San Francisco’s orig- 


The 28,000-odd people uprooted 
from Odd Fellows Cemetery 
(pictured a few pages ago) ended up 
here, in a publicly inaccessible field 
between the Best Buy and Home 
Depot big box stores. 








Photographs by Gabrielle Lurie 


Beneath this marker lie 39,307 
former residents of San 
Francisco's Calvary Cemetery, 
now buried in a mass grave at 
Colma’'s Holy Cross Cemetery. 


inal lunatic. The slate gray tombstone of 
Emperor Joshua Abraham Norton de- 
clares what he himself declared: This rice 
speculator who lost his money, then his 
mind, gallivanted around 19th century 
San Francisco in quasi-military garb, paid 
for meals with currency of his own issue, 
and released proclamations of varying 
degrees of sanity, was “Emperor of the 
United States and Protector of Mexico.” 

At exactly 10:31 a.m. the hundreds 
of men, outfitted in red shirts referenc- 
ing those favored by San Francisco's ear- 
liest settlers, crack a multitude of beers. 

Because anyone drinking before 
10:30 has a problem. 

And, after a few satisfactory words, 
the crowd staggers off to Old Molloy’s, 
an elegant wood structure erected in 
the 1880s to house Irish gravediggers. 
When Colma was the site of heavy- 
weight championship boxing matches 
and their associated side-economies of 
drinking and gambling and debauching, 
it carried the unofficial designation as 
the wettest city in the wettest county 
in all of Prohibition-era America. Mol- 
loy’s was something of the epicenter of 
all this. 

But that was then. In the years since, 
it has served as the site for countless 
Irish wakes, including those of the first 
two Molloys to run the place (it is cur- 
rently operated by Owen, Molloy No. 3). 

Death surrounds you here. The 
silhouettes of headstones frame every 
sunset. The dead are on all four sides 
of you and, in all likelihood, below. But 
nobody dwells on that today. 

Life goes on. Even here. 


Joe.Eskenazi@SFWeekly.com 


Some of the historical references in 
this article were gleaned from City of 
Souls by Michale Svanevik and Shirley 
Burgett; Location, Regulation, And Re- 
moval of Cemeteries In the City and 
County of San Francisco, by William A. 
Proctor; and the film A Second Final 
Rest by Trina Lopez. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


ral 









POINT & SHOOTS 


COOLPIX 


Nien L30 WAS 


. \ ” . - " . 
MEGAPIXEL ZOOM 3” LCD with anti-reflective coating 


e HD 720p video in widescreen format 
with the built-in microphone 


ete 
e Smart Portrait System 
WHILE e 17 Scene Modes for effortless photos 
SUPPLIES LAST and videos 


MIRRORLESS_ 


i 


<_tjisin 





Panasonic 
DNIC-GH3 


BODY (open box) 


Outstanding video capabilitites 


e Professional HD Video 


up to 1080/60p in H.264 format 


MEGAPIXEL e Sealed magnesium-alloy body 


e Full Area High-Speed AF System in 


A/CHD r j both still and video modes 


Progressive 


DSLR's 


D3200 


Nikon. with 
At the heart of the imagem 18-55m m VR 


_ 1080p Full HD movie 
= recording with stereo sound 
e 24.2 MP Dx-format CMOS sensor 
and EXPEED 3 
ila e Guide Mode makes it easy 
$526.95 - $80 © 4 fps continuous shooting 
instant rebate — e 100-6400 ISO Expandable to 12800 


24-70mm)—s/ SVER ED 


F2.8L ll USM 





$1999 - $150 mail-in rebate 


1090 Bryant St. 
Corner of 9th & Bryant 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


HERO 
The perfect D S ‘i [Re 
entry-level 


GoPro! 


¢ 1080p30 and 720p60 video 
FullHD ¢5MP photos up to 5 frames per second 


© Dual-OLED Displays & Live View Finder 








WITH EVERY 








COOLPIX 
$3600 WAS 
Aieeur $139 
Ultra-slim and powerful 
MEGAPIXEL == 200M e Shoot 720p HD video with a , co) 18 Scene Modes 
dedicated movie button © 8x optical zoom goes from 
e Intelligent IS automatically < wide-angle to telephoto 
1600 chooses from eight different MEGAPIXEL 200M e HD 720p videos with sound 
$149 - $40 in- modes WHILE e Target Finding AF for accurate, 
stant rebate e 24—240mm wide zoom SUPPLIES LAST intelligent autofocus 








Nikon. 1 
J4 





with 10-30mm oe. 
$599 me MK oe HO 
t--7 OLYMPUS swith 14.42mm 
MEGAPIXEL . A OM-D E-m10 


Full HD movies with sensitivity rues Fii 
to ISO 12800 Ho Gn 


uri e Fast continuous shooting frame rate e Premium Metal Build with Built-In Flash 
’ of 60 fps fixed focus and 20 fps full e FAST 81-point AF plus Focus Peaking 


tell 


WHILE autofocus and touch-shutter MEGAPIXEL © 8 fps Continuous Shooting 
SUPPLIES LAST ® Fumble-free, touchscreen controls $799 - $50 © 3 Axis Image Stabilization 
e Fun and creative editing tools instant rebate with IS-Auto 





— 
SNikeor \ - 
EOS 
with 18-55mm 
STM lens 
MVP 
scone ne ¥ D7100 
—- enormous perrormance apiggep BODY 
, . © 1SO 100-12800 for stills & ISO 100- es 
LiveView 6400 for videos 
MODE * ” . 
— e Touch Screen Wide 3” Clear View MEGAPIXEL 
40 | LCD monitor II . . 
Frames MEGAPIXEL ° 2-point AF system Superior low-light performance 
Per Sec $699 - $150 instant rebate e Ultra-precise autofocus and metering 


e ISO performance down to ISO 100 and up to ISO 6400 
ALL CANON ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE INCLUDES © 6 frames per second continuously for up to 100 shots 
CANON USA 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD $1196.95 - $200 instant rebate 


Nikon. 


35mm F1.8G 18-270mm F3.5- §§:\/ ae) 


6.3 Di ll VC PZD 





DE-INS 
TRANTED! 


CLASS! _ mtruncese 


“22> RR none ear WITH EVERY CANON, NIKON OR SONY DSLR PURCHASE! 


6 Canon, Nikon & Sony mounts 


$449 - $50 mail-in rebate 


PHOTO BOOK 3. Ga 







A ~ € 
ac > ; —_SS—_ 
¥ ° : — ad . 
, a = 
,4 Ul 
Mikorr - 
COOLPIX PO ores 
L830 COOLPIX 
. $9700 
WAS £299 
WAS £399 
Z00M ; 
Long zoom range and easy-to-use MEGAPIXEL be Eee Pocupower a ROCHE: 
MEGAPIXEL ” e Built-in Wi-Fi for instant photo sharing 
e 34x optical zoom plus an astounding ~~ gr sll neinote camera ContGl 
= 68x Dynamic Fine Zoom ° Built-in GPS, mapping, Electronic Com- 
—  3.0-inch 921,000-dot LCD display aa) pass and Points of Interest 


SUPPLIES LAST ° 18 Scene Modes for effortless photos & videos 


. . LE 
WHILE * Full HD 1080p videos with stereo sound SUPPLIES LAST ° Full HD 1080p videos with stereo sound 


Nikon Authorized Dealer m ALL NIKON PRODUCTS INCLUDE NIKON INC. USA LIMITED WARRANTY. AUTHORIZED NIKON DEALER, NIKON USA INC. 


SONTY. 





Panasonic 









make.believe DMC-GH4- 
7 YAGH 
OX BODY 
BODY 
Full Frame Alpha camera 
e Full Frame 24.3MP resolution _ 
al EU eat Memeo — = Pro Photo Performance with a 
e Fas ri wi ase-detection F ; ; 
prolate for DSLR like speed P MEGAPIXEL Sed islaa pacmunings h 
eee fs . © Professional photo performance wit 
e Fee AF optimized for uri exceptional Lae peach 
- ull-frame sensor , 

MEGAPIXEL © Direct access interface © 4K 24p cinematic video (4096x2160), 
$1698 - $400 for fast, natural shooting $3297.99 plus 4K 3840x2160 30p/24p with si- 
see ire - $800 instant — multaneous 8.8 MP Photo Capture 

rebate ¢ High speed 49 area auto focusing 


EOS 5 
Mark Ill 









D810 


BODY 





MVP 








aut Full frame, high-resolution Wide d : 
o« image capture CX 4 Lon 4 I eC ynamic range 
* We ‘ and rich tonality in 
LiveView B e Extended ISO range of 100-25600 . 
MODE wif nearly any light 
—— EOSMovie ® Advanced professional-level high HDVIDEB 
— definition video capabilities = a ° All-new FX-format 
FULL ¢ EOS HD Video with manual full-frame image sensor 


Frames FRAME 


Pe 


© No optical low-pass filter 
e Flawless detail retention from 
$3296.95 - $300 snow white to pitch black 


rSec 1 1 exposure control and multiple MEGAPIXEL 
frame rates 


25600 MEGAPIXEL $3099 - $300 mail-in rebate instant rebate  ° Noise-free images from ISO 64 
wi2800 to ISO 12,800 


TAMRON item 5 one Moe 





SAVE 580 Tokina 
10-20mm 11-16mmM F2.8 Il 
F4-5.6 EX 
DC HSM 
aoa bee ee ve Canon, Nikon & Sony mounts 


BRING US YOUR SAMYS.COM = sANFRANCISCO’s NEWEST FULLY STOCKED CAMERA STORE! 


USED EQUIPMENT! 


MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9am-6:00pm 
SATURDAY: 9:30am-6pm 


Our Rental Department is open from 8am until 6pm 
Mon-Fri, 9:30am to 6pm Saturday and closed Sunday 





LETTERS NEWS 










PRICES GOOD JAN. 15 - JAN. 21, 2015 *Valid on any purchase of $199 or more for the 6-month offer and on 


any purchase of $499 or more for the 12-month offer made on your 


EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. Samy’s account. On promo purchase balance, monthly payments re- 


: : se [ini quired, but no finance charges will be assessed if (1) promo purchase 
Not responsible for typographical errors. Quantities limited to balance paid in full in 6ior 12 months, and (2) all minimum manthly 


S stock on hand. First come, first served. No rainchecks and no holds. payments on account paid when due. Otherwise, promo may be termi- 
Prices subject to change without notice. See store for nated and treated as a non-promo balance. Finance Charges accrued at 
, k : : . ea the Purchase APR will be assessed from the purchase date. Regular 
. details. Special offers available on in stock items only. rates apply to non-promo balances, including optional charges. Promo 


Colors vary by location. Samy's pays Sales Tax on select items purchases on existing accounts may not receive full benefit of promo 
: ; 3 * terms, including reduced APR if applicable, if account is subject to 
Mail Order, samys.com and all Used, Demo or Refurbished Penalty APR. Payments over the minimum will be applied as required by 


purchases are excluded from the “No Sales Tax” Promo- applicable law. As of 1/1/10, APR: 28.99% & on all accounts in default, 
eRe i ‘ Penalty APR 29.99%. Minimum finance charge $2.00. Subject to ap- 
tion. **Not valid on Nikon MVP proval by GE Money Bank. 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC JANUARY 15-21, 2015 15 


BAY AREA WORLD GUITAR SHOW 


MARIN CIVIC EXHIBIT HALL - SAN RAFAEL 
SAT. JAN 17 & SUN. JAN 18, 10-4 


: 
fm 
= 


Bring all you can carry to sell or trade. 
100’s NEW-USED-OLD-RARE + AMPS 
www.calshows.tv 











COMMIT 


—TO A WORLD — 
THAT COULD BE 





ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE 
ON FEBRUARY 7 


Learn about Credential, Master’s, and Doctoral 
programs in Education and Counseling Psychology. 


Plus see student and faculty presentations on critical 
diversity issues in higher education, marginalization and 
resistance in the Americas, grassroots social justice 
organizing in communities 
and by communities, and many more. 

Learn More: www.usfca.edu/soe/openhouse 
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CHANGE THE WORLD FROM HERE 
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Thu 1/15 | Art 


BREAKING ALEG 
AT THE MUSEUM 


Performing artists know few things can 
truly live up to the experience of a live 
performance; the bustle of the tech crew, 
the nearly blinding stage lights, the 
nerves that come along with sharing 
work with an audience. South of Mar- 
ket’s Museum of Performance and De- 
sign captures a bit of this enigmatic 
energy with its newest exhibition, “INn- 
stant Love.” Via snapshots, sketches, 
and selfies taken from rehearsals and 
backstage by some of the greatest per- 
formers of all time (including sweet 
drawings by legendary ballerina Anna 
Pavlova), “Instant Love” is an intimate 
look at the moments theatergoers rarely 
get to see. The pieces, including submis- 
sions from local performers, are over- 
seen by the Museum of Performance and 
Design’s executive director (and former 
San Francisco Ballet principal dancer), 
Muriel Maffre. And if anyone is going to 
curate a collection of backstage mo- 
ments, who better than Maffre? 

“Instant Love” starts at 5:30 p.m. 
and continues through March 21 at the 
Museum of Performance and Design, 
893B Folsom St., S.F. Free; 255-4800 
or mpdsf.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 


Fri1/16 | Sea Lions 


THE PRIDE OF PIER 39 


After the Loma Prieta earthquake, when 
the first sea lions came to Pier 39 fora 
nap, it was considered a natural novelty. 
By early 1990, when K-Dock was com- 
pletely overrun, boat owners raised a 
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ruckus almost as loud as the chorus of 
barking pinnipeds. Luckily for the rest of 
us, research showed there was no safe 
way to discourage the sea lions from 
hauling out or hanging out. Finally, Fish- 
erman’s Wharf offered something locals 
could enjoy. A decade later, over 1,700 
beasts arrived with a taste for fresh her- 
ring. They’ve been more than welcome. 
These days, we've got a Sea Lion Center 
and webcams that offer close-ups of their 
specially constructed sea floats. For the 
25th Anniversary of the Sea Li- 
ons’ Arrival, we are expecting some 
sea-mammal glamour — maybe an ex- 
tra-big head crest, or some of those up- 
market females who never leave 
Southern California’s Channel Islands. 
For certain, naturalists are on hand to of- 
fer free treats and Sea Lion Encounter 
Walking Tours. 

Tours leave every hour 11 a.m.-4 
p.m. until Monday from the sea lion 
statue, west of Pier 39, Beach Street 
and The Embarcadero, S.F. Free; 981- 
7437 or pier39.com. Silke Tudor 


Sun 1/18 | Black History 


STRENGTH AND CINEMA 


To the old guard, David F. Walker 
might seem an unlikely speaker for “Cel- 
ebrating the Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King.” At a glance, he has more in com- 
mon with Quentin Tarantino, with 
whom he has worked, than with the 
18th-century activist/abolitionist with 
whom he shares a name. But, as founder 
of the long-running zine-turned-blog Ba- 
dAzz MoFo, producer of the documen- 
tary Macked, Hammered, Slaughtered, & 
Shafted, and co-author of Reflections on 
Blaxploitation, Walker is recognized as an 
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expert in black cinema and the history of 
our nation. It is no surprise, then, that 
Walker turned heads, raised hackles, and 
won awards at Portland’s Willamette 
Week, or that the young black heroes in 
his comic books and YA novels are worth 
their weight in cash and conscience. Pre- 
pare for a lively conversation before Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. Day that will no 
doubt begin with the race films of the 
early 1900s and end with Walker’s vision 
for anew wave of blaxploitation. 

Walker speaks at 2 p.m. at San 
Francisco Main Library, 100 Larkin St., 
S.F. Free; 557-4400 or sfpl.org. ST 


Tue 1/20 | Comedy 


CRACKING WISE 
WITHDR. TIM 


Mr. Dr. Tim Lee, Ph.D., is smarter than 
you, and also much funnier. Sorry about 
that. While the sting of that sucker 
punch wears off, maybe the biolo- 
gist-turned-comedian can cheer you up 
with some of the jokes that have earned 
him millions of hits on YouTube. Like 
why Lee gave up his fictional astronomy 
career (“I got stuck on the day shift”), or 
the psychology of porta-potties as ex- 
plained by a PowerPoint chart (the two 
axes represent “disgust” and “despera- 
tion”). But the real proof of Lee’s intelli- 
gence? The UC Davis grad’s official 
website is called youtubecomedian.com 
— now that’s smart. 

Lee’s show starts at 8 p.m. and 
continues through Wednesday at the 
Punch Line Comedy Club at 444 Bat- 
tery St., S.F. $22.50 advance; punch- 
linecomedyclub.com or youtubecome- 
dian.com. Giselle Velazquez 
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aaa a LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. 1AM Revolution: Six-year-anniversary 
group show featuring Poesia, MadC, Bask, Does, 
Tes One, Mike “Bam” Tyau, Mark Bode, Pener, 
Ratur, Amandalynn, Lady Mags, Monty Guy, and 
more. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 1000 Howard, S.F., 
861-5089, lamsf.com. 

836M. Banksy: Haight Street Rat: Jan. 21-July 11. 836 
Montgomery, S.F., 836m.org. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Impulse: Bay Area Juried Exhibi- 
tion & Off-the-Wall Sale: Starting Jan. 17. Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 
1246 Folsom, S.F., 298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

Berkeley City College. Student Art Show: Fall 2014: In 
the Jerry Adams Gallery. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through Jan. 23. 2050 Center St., Berkeley, 510-981- 
2800, berkeleycitycollege.edu. 

City Limits. Mystic Pizza: New work by Lisa Rybovich 
Crallé, Scott Hewicker, Courtney Johnson, and Tamra 
Seal. Starting Jan. 16. Fri., Jan. 16, 7-11 p.m.; Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 21. 300 Jefferson, Oakland, 
citylimitsgallery.com. 


Thu 1/15 | Dance 


STANDING UP TO 
WENDY WHELAN 


The ballet world saluted one of its 
most unusual stars last October 
when Wendy Whelan, the steely- 
souled ballerina who never aimed to 
charm and never bowed to the art 
form’s penchant for dainty feminin- 
ity, retired after 30 years with the 
New York City Ballet. After decades 
of interpreting the roles George Bal- 
anchine left behind and serving as a 
muse to countless other choreogra- 
phers, Whelan has commissioned 
Wendy Whelan: Restless Crea- 
ture, an evening of duets created for 
her by four contemporary dance 
makers. For two nights only, Whelan 
performs pieces by and with Kyle 
Abraham, Joshua Beamish, Brian 
Brooks, and Alejandro Cerrudo at 
the Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. 
The opportunity to glimpse Whelan 
is rare enough on the West Coast — 
in conjunction with these other ris- 
ing stars, the Bay Area should pause 
to observe the constellation. 

San Francisco Performances 
presents Wendy Whelan: Restless 
Creature at 7:30 p.m. and it con- 
tinues Friday at the Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 700 Howard 
St., S.F. $40-$60; 978-2787 or 
tickets.ybca.org. Irene Hsiao 
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Creativity Explored. Daniel Green: Days of Our Lives: 
Jan. 15-March 4. 3245 16th St., S.F., 863-2108, 
creativityexplored.org. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Jilian Adi Monribot: Facets 
- The Mystery of Self: Wednesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through Jan. 15. 2120 Union, S.F., 932-9302, 
thedryansky.com. 

Et al.. Lauren Marsden: 5 Types in 3 Parts: Five fictional 
archetypes — The Seasonal Bachelor, The Frisky 
Entrepreneur, The Sociopathic Gentleman, The 
Affectionate Drug Dealer, and The Son of a Dead 
Rock Star — are made flesh via collaborations with 
actors, a typographer, and an SFPD composite artist. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 16. 
620 Kearny, S.F., 269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Ever Gold Gallery. Mark Benson: How Was Your 
Weekend?: Starting Jan. 16. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Feb. 14. markbensonart.com. 
441 O'Farrell, S.F., 796-3676, evergoldgallery.com. 

Fort Mason, Festival Pavilion. FOG Design+Art 2015: 


CRAY isjustour 
BACKDROP 


SEATTLE MUSEUM MONTH 


Museums are half price in February 





Seattle is always vibrant, even under gray skies. Stay at downtown hotels this 


Thu., Jan. 15, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri., Jan. 16, 11. a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Sat., Jan. 17, 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sun., Jan. 18, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. $15-$20. fogfair.com. Marina, S.F., 292-3531, 
fortmason.org. 

Fraenkel Gallery. The Plot Thickens: 35th Anniversary 
Exhibition: 100-photograph group show. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 31. 49 Geary, 
S.F., 981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Reed Anderson: House of Yes: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 17. 501 Third St., S.F., 
626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Harvey Milk Photography Center. Imogen Cunning- 
ham: Paris in the Sixties (Paris dans les années 
soixante): Starting Jan. 17. Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
Saturdays, Sundays. Continues through Feb. 28. 50 
Scott, S.F., 554-9522, harveymilkphotocenter.org. 

Hosfelt Gallery. Andrew Schoultz: Blown to Bits: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 260 
Utah, S.F., 495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts. Jeremiah 











Barber & Ingrid Rojas Contreras: Lo Real Maravilloso 
(The Marvelous Real): Starting Jan. 20. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 2868 
Mission, S.F., 821-1155, missionculturalcenter.org. 

Southern Exposure. Sets: A series of two-week 
projects featuring process-based video and per- 
formance work, including Christy Chan's ‘“Who's 
Coming to Save You" (Jan. 9-24), Chris Kallmyer’s 
“Los Angeles Department of Weather Modification: 
Northern Bureau” (Jan. 29-Feb. 14), and Olivia Mole’s 
“YOGAFLOGOGO” (Feb. 21-March 7), plus special 
events. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 7. 3030 20th St., S.F., 863-2141, soex.org. 

Traywick Contemporary. Ken Fandell: A Desert That 
Faces an Ocean: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Jan. 17. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527-1214, 
traywick.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Vorres Gallery Holiday Exhibition: 
Featuring painting, sculpture, and textiles by Rea 
de Guzman, Alan Firestone, and Catherine Woskow. 
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February and explore the city’s rich art, culture and history for half price. 


Restrictions apply. See site for details. 
Photo credit: David Scherrer Photography 


Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Jan. 24. 
3681 Sacramento, S.F., 423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 


COMEDY 


Am I Rite?: Hosted by Corey Largent and Jules Posner. 
Third Monday of every month, 8:30 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/arewerite. The Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 
Folsom, S.F., 552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

Anyi Malik: With Kaseem Bentley, Gil Garibaldo, and 
Leslie Small. Wed., Jan. 21, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 10 p.m., $5, brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/559273. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Big City Improv: Actors take audience suggestions and 
create comedy from nothing. Fridays, 10 p.m., $20; 
$15, bigcityimprov.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato >> 
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The Cheap Laugh: Monthly comedy night curated 


Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 


Cobb's Comedy Showcase: Wed., Jan. 21, 8 p.m., $12.50 


Comedy at the Supperclub: The Musical: With Rachel 


Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 


Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 


Comedy Returns to EI Rio!: Featuring Charlie Ballard, 


Cynic Cave: Live album recording featuring Karl Hess. 


Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 


DayDrink Comedy Brunch + Party: Get an early start 


Demetri Martin: The Persistence of Jokes: Sun., Jan. 


Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 


Thu 1/15 | Vanishing Languages 


EYES AND EARS ON ENDANGERED TONGUES 


In Afghanistan, only 100 or so people speak the Tirahi language, which is “critically 
endangered,” according to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. In the U.S., only about 200 speak Mesquakie-Sauk, a Native Ameri- 
can language. By the end of the 21st century, half the world’s 6,000 languages may 
disappear with the advent of globalization — a fact that’s prompted an exhibit at 
Root Division, “Living with Endangered Languages in the Information 
Age.” Thirty artists — including sound artist Daniel Konhauser and multidisci- 
plinary artist Pantea Karimi — address the phenomenon in the exhibit, curated by 
Hanna Regev. A free performance and panel discussion, “Explorations into the Rise 
and Fall of Sign and Artificial Languages,” includes choreographer Gregory P. Daw- 
son and media artist Kadet Kuhne, as well as panelist Eric Theise, an app developer 
and experimental filmmaker, and moderator Jonathon Keats. For every participant 
in this exhibit, words take center stage. 

“Explorations into the Rise and Fall of Sign and Artificial Languages” starts 
at 5 p.m. and the exhibit continues through Jan. 31 at Root Division, 1059 
Market St., S.E Free; 863-7668 or rootdivision.org. Jonathan Curiel 


Green, Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner have moved docslabsf.com. 
offices once again, now bringing their alternative 
comedy to Polk Gulch every Friday evening. Fridays, 
7:30 p.m., $10, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. 
Hemlock Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F., 923-0923, hem- 


locktavern.com. 


by Mike Capozzola and Kurt Weitzmann. Third 
Thursday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $7. Second Act 
Marketplace & Events, 1727 Haight, S.F., 668-3994, 
secondactsf.com. 


3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) a 
chance to unburden their minds at this regular night 
of stand-up. Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy. 
com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, 
sheltontheater.com. 


431-4278, harveyssf.com. 


brainwash.com. 
advance. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 
928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 


Lark, MooreDevine, Nettles & Lala, Tracy Shapiro, 
Hayley Goldstein, Bobby Barnaby, Siren Sapphire, 
and Magnoliah Black. Sun., Jan. 18, 7 p.m., $10-$20, 
supperclub-musical.eventbrite.com. Supperclub 
San Francisco, 657 Harrison, S.F., 348-0900, sup- 
perclub.com. 


guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F., 387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 


Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, brainwash.com. 


Francesca Fiorentini, Bobby Golden, Sampson 
McCormick, and Lisa Geduldig. Thu., Jan. 15, 8 p.m., 
$7-$20, koshercomedy.com. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
S.F., 282-3325, elriosf.com. 


Sat., Jan. 17, 8 & 10 p.m., $12. Lost Weekend Video, 
1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekend- 
video.com. 

Fri1/16 | Edwardian Affair 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F., un-scripted.com. 


to your weekend with Kaseem Bentley, Nicole Cala- 
sich, Jason Kyle, Joseph Nguyen, and host Matthew 
Lee Ellsworth. A percentage of the ticket price also 
benefits 826 Valencia. Sat., Jan. 17, noon, $20. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 


18, 7 & 9:15 p.m., $35 advance. Cobb's Comedy Club, 
915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 


North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly 
open mic means that you, too, can share the same 
stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 
p.m., free. Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, du- 
elingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish House, 
243 O'Farrell St., S.F., 954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 

Hand to Mouth: Thematic laffz bring the glorious light of 
comedy into the Cinecave every month. Third Friday 
of every month, 8:30 p.m., $10, handtomouthcomedy. 
com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643- 


Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F., 


#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 
p.m., truehustleentertainment.com. BrainWash 
Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F., 861-3663, 


I'l! Leave You With This: Hosted by Jane Harrison. Sun., 
Jan. 18, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Va- 
lencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


CORSETS AND COCKTAILS 


While for some, New Year’s Eve is the pinnacle of the party season, others argue that 
until the Edwardian Ball and World's Faire hits town, the dancing shoes are not 
to be hung up. The latter know that until you've seen the Regency Ballroom full of 
adults getting down in full Edwardian garb, you haven't really seen a party. Now in its 
15th year, and with a pretty massive cult following, it’s one of the most anticipated 
events of the year for those who love Edwardian art and culture, circuses, parlor 
games, and burlesque — as well as partiers who just love drinking absinthe while 
wearing a corset. And with a lineup including performances by subculture theater 
group Vau de Vire Society, we can assume this season’s events live up to the hype. 

The 15th annual Edwardian Ball and World’s Faire begins at 8 p.m. and 
continues through Saturday at the Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van Ness Ave., 
S.F. $38.40-$95; edwardianball.com. Laura Jaye Cramer 


In Other News: Fri., Jan. 16, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweek- 
endvideo.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedy Showcase featuring George 
Chen, Keith D'souza, Ben Kolina, Allison Mick, and 
Matt Morales. Thu., Jan. 15, 8 p.m., $8-$10. Doc's 
Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F., 649-6191, docslabsf.com. 

Live at Deluxe: Monthly ha-has on Haight. Third 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
LiveatDeluxe. Club Deluxe, 1511 Haight, S.F., 552-6949. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. Melt!, 
700 Columbus, S.F., 392-9290, www.melt-cafe.com. 

Michael Yo & Friends: Jan. 16-17, $22.50+ advance. 
Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, S.F., 928-4320, 
cobbscomedy.com. 

Milkin’ It!: Local and national comics hosted by Jules 
Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, 
milksf.com. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mission- 
positionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F., 643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F., 693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., free. 
OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F., 896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live audience. 
Fridays, 8-11 p.m., free, facebook.com/Pamtas- 
ticsComedyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
S.F., mutinyradio.fm. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 
383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: New Talent Showcase: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 7 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 
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Fri1/16 | Dance 


THE WIFE BEHIND THE THRONE 


Princesses are never out of style, and the story of the rise of Mehrunnisa — from 
her birth as the nameless daughter of indigent nomads, to her residence in the im- 
perial harem, to her triumph as one of the most formidable women in India, the 
Empress Noor Jahan — is the subject of The Twentieth Wife, an evening-length 
spectacle. Those who love a tale of deception, strategy, and the ruthless pursuit of 
power will find all the drama they could desire in Mehrunnisa’s story, set in the 
court of Jahangir in the 17th-century Mughal Empire. Based on the novel of the 
same name by Seattle author Indu Sundaresan, the show stars former Chitresh Das 
dancer Farah Yasmeen Shaikh in the role of the scheming Mehrunnisa with live 
music and an original score by Salar Nader. Sundaresan herself narrates. 

Farah Yasmeen Shaikh and Indu Sundaresan present The Twentieth Wife 
at 8 p.m. and it continues through Sunday at Z Space, 450 Florida St., S.F. 
$35-$55; farahkathak.com. Irene Hsiao 


The Purple Onion at Kells: Purple Onion All-Stars: 
Wednesdays, Thursdays, 8:15 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, 
purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: The Later Show: Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 10 p.m., $5, (415) 921-2051, purple- 
onionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 
Jackson, S.F., kellsirish.com. 

The Purple Onion Presents: Jill Weiner: Jan. 16-17, 
7:30 p.m., $15, (415) 921-2051, purpleonionatkells. 
com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, S.F., 
kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: With Yayne Abeba, Drew Harmon, 
Erik Krasner, Jason Mack, Matt Morales, and more. 
Wed., Jan. 21, 8 p.m., $10, reallivecomedians.tumblr. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, S.F., stagewerx.org. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by Medicine 
Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action Heroes, plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free before 9:30 p.m. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, S.F., 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, S.F., 
433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local laugh- 
makers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Speakeasy Comedy Night: No password is required for 
this night of comedy on the QT. with Kaseem Bentley, 
Richard Toomer, Emily Epstein White, and host Nicole 
Calasich. Tue., Jan. 20, 8 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
events/1516422801966864. Savanna Jazz Club, 2937 
Mission, S.F., 285-3369, savannajazz.com. 

Speechless: Unprepared PowerPoint presentations by 
professional jesters. Third Thursday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., $12-$20, speechlesslive.com. Public Works, 
161 Erie, S.F., 932-0955, publicsf.com. 

Stand-Up Comedy Showcase: With Danny Dechi and 
guests. Third Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., free, 
dannydechi.com. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, S.F., 
831-5620, bazaarcafe.com. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, stork- 
cluboakland.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/cometclubcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F., 567-5589. 

Sup Girl?: Monthly comedy showcase brought to you 
by Kelly Anneken, Aviva Siegel, and Kate Willett. Third 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/supgirlcomedy. The Royale, 800 Post, S.F., 
441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, S.F., 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Tim Lee: Scientist Turned Comedian: Jan. 20-21, 
$22.50 advance. Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 
397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Tom Rhodes: Through Jan. 17, $16-$22 advance. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F., 397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 
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Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, S.F., 970-0012, amnesiat- 
hebar.com. 

TV Repair: Nicole Calasich, Justin Frahm, David 
Gborie, and Jeremy Wheat spend a magical night 
with Sabrina, the Teenage Witch. Wed., Jan. 21, 8 
p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F., 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


DANCE = 
PERFORMANCES 

Fresh Festival 2015: Now in its fifth year, ALTERNA- 
TIVA's annual festival features creative work and 
workshops by a broad spectrum of experimental 
dance makers who contribute to the wacky intel- 
lectual milieu that characterizes our fair region, 
including Mary Armentrout, Christine Bonansea, 
Debby Kajiyama, Keith Hennessy, and Sara Shelton 
Mann. These three weekends of performances at 
the Joe Goode Annex are an opportunity to get 
familiar with the unfamiliar. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Jan. 17, $15-$25, freshfestival. 
org. Joe Goode Annex, 401 Alabama, S.F., 561-6565, 
joegoode.org. 

The Twentieth Wife: Princesses are never out of style, 
and the story of the rise of Mehrunnisa — from her 
birth as the nameless daughter of indigent nomads, 
to her residence in the imperial harem, to her triumph 
as one of the most formidable women in India, the 
Empress Noor Jahan — is the subject of The Twentieth 
Wife, an evening-length spectacle based on the novel 
by Indu Sundaresan, starring former Chitresh Das 
dancer Farah Yasmeen Shaikh, and featuring an 
original score by Salar Nader. Jan. 16-17, 8 p.m.; Sun., 
Jan. 18, 2 p.m., $35-$55, farahkathak.com. Z Space, 
450 Florida, S.F., 626-0453, zspace.org. 

Wendy Whelan: Restless Creature: S.F. Performances 
presents one of America’s most famous ballerinas in 
a rare West Coast appearance following her retire- 
ment after 30 years with the New York City Ballet. 


Sat 1/17 | Cinema 


MOVIES OF THE TRIBE 


In this intimate program, the steely Whelan serves 
as muse to four contemporary choreographers — 
Kyle Abraham, Joshua Beamish, Brian Brooks, and 
Alejandro Cerrudo — who have each created a duet 
for this original and unusual artist. Jan. 15-16, 7:30 
p.m., $40-$60, sfperformances.org. Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts Theater, 700 Howard, S.F., 495- 
6360, ybca.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


18th Annual Bringing the Noise for Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.: Youth Speaks hands the microphone to a 
clutch of aspiring young writers for its yearly spoken 
word tribute to the spirit of MLK. Mon., Jan. 19, 7 p.m., 
$5-$10, youthspeaks.org. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
S.F., 563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

Barry Gifford: The Sailor and Lula saga continues when 
Pace, the cult literary couple's son, heads off on his 
own adventure in The Up-Down, the latest novel from 
the veteran writer and S.F. resident. Thu., Jan. 15, 
7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 
362-8193, citylights.com. 

Black Comix Arts Festival: The Northern California 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Founda- 
tion (NorcalMLK) gathers some of the country’s 
brightest talents for its first ever festival honoring 
African-American contributions to comic culture. 
In addition to film screenings, kids’ activities, and 
cosplay events, there are panel discussions and 
an expo including artists, animators, and writers 
like Erika Alexander, Kevin Grevioux, Keith Knight, 
Jeremy Love, Afua Richardson, LeSean Thomas, David 
Walker, and more. Mon., Jan. 19, 10 a.m., free, bcaf. 
norcalmlkfoundation.org. Metreon, 101 Fourth St., 
S.F., 369-6000, shoppingmetreon.com. 

David F. Walker: The 2015 Black Comix Arts Festival 
hosts the BadAzz MoFo zine founder, filmmaker, 
author, critic, and all-around blaxploitation expert 
in conversation. Sun., Jan. 18, 2 p.m., free. Main 
Library, Latino/Hispanic Community Meeting Room, 
100 Larkin, S.F., 557-4590, sfpl.org. 

Hazel Reading Series: The women's prose and poetry 
collective presents readings by Sarah Broderick, 
Hollie Hardy, Helen Klonaris, Florencia Milito, and 
Esme Wang. Sun., Jan. 18, 5 p.m., $5 suggested do- 
nation, hazelreadingseries.org. California Institute of 
Integral Studies, 1453 Mission, S.F., 575-6100, ciis.edu. 

Herbert Huncke Centennial: An honorary birthday 
celebration for the charismatic late NYC street 
hustler, junkie, jailbird, raconteur, and original coiner 
of the term “Beat” with readings by Hilary Holladay, 
Brenda Knight, Regina Marler, Dennis McNally, Ben 
Schafer, Tate Swindell, and Laki Vazakas. Fri., Jan. 
16, 7 p.m., free. The Beat Museum, 540 Broadway, 
S.F., 399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 

The Highway and the Wilderness: Peter Maravelis 
moderates a talk with authors Dennis McNally and 
Jonah Raskin as they discuss some of the common 
themes of their respective new nonfiction studies, 
On Highway 61: Music, Race, and the Evolution 
of Cultural Freedom and A Terrible Beauty: The 
Wilderness of American Literature. Tue., Jan. 20, 


Although our Southern California neighbors often take the cake in terms of movie 
production and film festivals, we Bay Area dwellers can be proud of the San Francisco 
Jewish Film Festival, one of the largest Jewish film festivals in the United States. (It’s 
also the mastermind behind 2014's Beastie Boys tribute night, which earns the festi- 
val a solid tip of the hat.) In the SFJFF’s newest collection, WinterFest, the organi- 
zation presents six full-length works by members of the Jewish community. The 
films include The Decent One, an in-depth look at SS Cmdr. Heinrich Himmler, and, 
ona much-needed lighter note, Deli Man, a documentary that follows a self-pro- 
claimed deli maven around the entire country in search of the perfect Jewish deli. Al- 
though sadly Beastie Boy-free, the selection of beautifully crafted films is excellently 
curated, and all films are shown at the Mission District’s charming Roxie Theater. 

The San Francisco Jewish Film Festival presents WinterFest at noon and 
it continues through 10:25 p.m. at the Roxie Theater, 3117 16th St., S.F. 
$13-$14; 621-0556 or sfff.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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BEAT GENERATION 
HERO 


Even among the Beat Generation, 
the bohemian writers and artists 
who first made San Francisco the 
epicenter of hip, Herbert Huncke 
was a pretty colorful fellow. New 
York City hustler, sailor, drug addict, 
storyteller, frequent jail inmate, 
coiner of the term “Beat” — Huncke 
did it all. The Beat Museum and Un- 
requited Records are marking what 
would have been Huncke’s 100th 
birthday — he died in Manhattan in 
the mid-1990s — with the Herbert 
Huncke Centennial, with read- 
ings by authors such as Hilary Holla- 
day (American Hipster: A Life of 
Herbert Huncke) and Dennis McNally 
(Desolate Angel: Jack Kerouac). Please, 
no gifts, unless it’s a donation to the 
12-year-old North Beach museum. 
The birthday party starts at 
7 p.m. at the Beat Museum, 540 
Broadway, S.F. Free; 399-9626 or 
kerouac.com. Giselle Velazquez 


7 p.m., free. City Lights Books, 261 Columbus, S.F., 
362-8193, citylights.com. 

The Hundy: Feed your poetry jones with an extended 
fortnight of free daily readings by a hundred-or-so lo- 
cal poets ranging from Aaron Simon to Zoe Tuck. Jan. 
17-31, free, facebook.com/events/919316398087810. 
E.M. Wolfman, 410 13th St., Oakland, 250-5527, 
wolfmanhomerepair.com. 

InsideStoryTime: Prophecy: James Warner emcees 
readings by Raina Leon, Richard Loranger, Sarah Fran 
Wisby, and more. Tue., Jan. 20, 7 p.m., insidestory- 
time.com. La Movida, 3066 24th St., S.F., 282-3066, 
lamovidasf.com. 

Lera Auerbach: This acclaimed concert pianist is also a 
poet, and tonight the Juilliard grad trades 88 ivories 
for a sheaf of paper as she reads from her upcoming 
collection of aphorisms and musings, Excess of 
Being. Auerbach also performs Tuesday, Jan. 20, 
with Daniel Hope and Joshua Roman at the SFJAZZ 
Center. Mon., Jan. 19, 7 p.m., free, leraauerbach.com. 
Green Apple Books on the Park, 1231 Ninth Ave., S.F., 
greenapplebooks.com. 

Lyrics & Dirges: MK Chavez presents Cassandra 
Dallett, Joshua Merchant, William Taylor Jr., and 
more. Wed., Jan. 21, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus Books 
Downtown, 2349 Shattuck, Berkeley, 510-649-1320, 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

MFA Mixer: Held in the Arms of Your Words: This 
month's lineup of graduates-reading-from-a-go- 
go-dance-platform includes Danielle Bero, Kacy 
Cunningham, Davey Davis, Katie Leigh Jackson, 
Ryan McKinley, Casey Mancino, Richard Alexander 
Suplee, and Rich Wright. Thu., Jan. 15, 7 p.m., free. 
Cat Club, 1190 Folsom, S.F., 703-8964, sfcatclub.com. 

Miranda July: The ultra-quirky artist and filmmaker 
joins Adam Savage to discuss her debut novel, 
The First Bad Man, with proceeds benefiting 826 
Valencia’s scholarship programs. Tue., Jan. 20, 7:30 
p.m., $27, cityarts.net. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
S.F., 563-2463, cityarts.net/nourse. 

Peter Richardson: Launch party for the SFSU instruc- 
tor's book No Simple Highway: A Cultural History 
of the Grateful Dead. Wed., Jan. 21, 7:30 p.m., 
free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, 
booksmith.com. 

Poe-Pourri 3: Tony Vaguely throws a literary birthday 
party for Edgar Allan with guests Jennifer Blowdryer, 
Nicole Henares, Colin Hussey, and Gerri Lawlor. Mon., 
Jan. 19, 7 p.m., free. Alley Cat Books, 3036 24th St., 
S.F., 824-1761, alleycatbookshop.com. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured reader 
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followed by an open mic session. Third and First 
Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. Bird & Beckett, 
653 Chenery, S.F., 586-3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Portuguese Artists Colony: Apologies & Prom- 
ises: Sona Avakian curates readings by Nayomi 
Munaweera, Glen David Gold, Frances Lefkowitz, 
and more. Sun., Jan. 18, 7 p.m., $3-$5, facebook. 
com/events/1574530756098535. Second Act Mar- 
ketplace & Events, 1727 Haight, S.F., 668-3994, 
secondactsf.com. 

Puppy Dog Tales: The San Francisco SPCA hosts 
readings of J. Otto Seibold’s Mr. Lunch books (with 
special canine guests present as well). Sun., Jan. 18, 
1:30 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 8, 12:30 & 1:30 p.m.; Sun., Feb. 
22, 10:30 & 11:30 a.m., free with museum admission. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum, 736 Mission, S.F., 
655-7800, thecjm.org. 

RADAR Presents the Banned Book Club: Queer 
Edition: With readings by Nan Alamilla Boyd, Kevin 
Killian, Nia King, Daniel LeVesque, and Baruch Por- 
ras-Hernandez. Thu., Jan. 15, 7 p.m., free. Books Inc./ 
Castro, 2275 Market, S.F., 864-6777, booksinc.net. 

Smack Dab: Larry-bob Roberts and Dana Hopkins host 
this month's open mic with featured reader Daniel 
LeVesque. Wed., Jan. 21, 8 p.m., free. Magnet, 4122 
18th St., S.F., 581-1600, magnetsf.org. 

Story Time in the Library: Blooms & Branches: This 
month's children’s story session offers Another Tree 
in the Yard, a tale of family expansion told from the 
perspective of a magnolia tree. Sun., Jan. 18, 10:30 
a.m., Free for SF residents/$7 for visitors. San 
Francisco Botanical Garden, Martin Luther King Jr., 
S.F., 564-3239, sfbotanicalgarden.org. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings. Thurs- 
days, 6:30 p.m., free. Readers Bookstore, Building 
C, Fort Mason Center, S.F., 771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 

Under the Influence: The month's spirit-channeling 
writers (and their chief influences) include Raina J. 
Leon (Nina Simone & James Baldwin), Jon Sindell 
(Walt Whitman), Elizabeth Feder (Diane Lewis), rex 
leonowicz (Shade Queens & Revolutionary Hope- 
lessness), and Lael Gold (John Belushi). Thu., Jan. 
15, 7:30 p.m., $5-$10 suggested donation, emtab.org/ 
under-the-influence/upcoming. The Emerald Tablet, 
80 Fresno, S.F., 500-2323, emtab.org. 

The WordParty: Open mic poetry with hosts Jennifer 
Barone and Ingrid Keir, plus music by Nova Jazz. 
Third Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., donation, 
thewordparty.com. Viracocha, 998 Valencia, S.F., 
374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

Write Club: Book Release Party: Casey Childers, Joy 
Carletti, and Colin McCarthy get punchy as they 
celebrate the publication of the new WC anthology, 
Bare-Knuckled Lit: The Best of Write Club. For those 
looking to go a bonus round, free booze is also 
included. Mon., Jan. 19, 7:30 p.m., free, writeclubsf. 
com. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F., 863-8688, 
booksmith.com. 

Write Club: Chapter 38 - Just Because the Year 
Is New Doesn't Mean You Are: Kelly Anneken, 
lan Belknap, Casey Childers, Sarah Maria Griffin, 
Trevor Hill, and Joshua Merchant face off in 2015's 
first series of thematic authorial throwdowns. Tue., 
Jan. 20, 8 p.m., $5, writeclubsf.com. Make-Out Room, 
3225 22nd St., S.F., 647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

You're Going to Die: Poetry, Prose, and Everything 
Goes...: Featuring Jay Arthur Beaman, Sara Curtis, 
Toni Mirosevich, Randy Osborne, Austin Smith, Ed 
Wolf, Kat Marie Yoas, and special guest Anisse Gross. 
Thu., Jan. 15, 8 p.m., $10, yg2d.com. Viracocha, 998 
Valencia, S.F., 374-7048, viracochasf.com. 


THEATER 


The Anarchist: Theatre Rhinoceros revives David Ma- 
met's verbally dense, psychologically claustrophobic 
2012 drama with Tamar Cohn as a cop-killing lesbian 
anarchist and Velina Brown as a prison psychologist 
who must determine if certain wrongs are unpar- 
donable. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 17, $15-$30, therhino.org. Eureka Theatre, 215 
Jackson, S.F., 788-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 

Blithe Spirit: Reprising the role for which she won a 
Tony Award in 2009, stage legend Angela Lansbury 
plays séance-hosting Madame Arcati in this latest 
revival of Noél Coward's popular comedy full of haunt- 
ings and hijinks. Starting Jan. 20, Tuesdays-Sun- >> 
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FIRST RULE OF WRITE 
CLUB? TALK ABOUT 
WRITE CLUB 


Write Club SF’s motto is “literature as 
a bloodsport,’ and the gloves are defi- 
nitely off with the monthly literary 
competition’s first anthology, 
Bare-Knuckled Lit: The Best of 
Write Club. WCSE an offshoot of a 
Chicago group, was formed in 2011 
by Steven Westdahl and Casey 
Childers. The club pits writers with 
opposing viewpoints against each 
other in seven-minute bouts, with 
very real money for charity at stake, 
every third Tuesday of the month at 
the booze-soaked Make-Out Room. 
For the launch party, the gang is 
moving uptown to the classier (but 
still boozy) environs at the Book- 
smith. Prepare for battle. 

The action starts at 7:30 
p.m. at the Booksmith at 1644 
Haight St., S.F. Free; booksmith. 
com or writeclubsf.com. Giselle 
Velazquez 


days. Continues through Feb. 1, $45-$175. Golden 
Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, S.F., 551-2000, shnsf.com. 


Broadway Song & Dance: A Musical Revue: Sat., 


Jan. 17, 8 p.m., $40. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 
Sutter, S.F., 673-6672, marineclub.com/theatre.php. 


The Cable Car Nymphomaniac: Although new to the 


local scene, FOGG Theatre's inaugural show actually 
travels to the past — specifically the 1970 San 
Francisco cable-car sex scandal in which a woman 
sued Muni for $500,000, claiming that a bump onthe 
Hyde Street line caused her to have unquenchable 
sexual desires. It’s a musical, naturally, but don't 
dance along too much, lest you, too, hit your head 
and become a litigious nymphomaniac. Starting Jan. 
17, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 31, 
$25-$30, foggtheatre.org. Z Below, 470 Florida, S.F., 
626-0453, zspace.org. 


Cirque du Soleil: Kurios - Cabinet of Curiosities: 


The Ourobouros has come full circle as Cirque du 
Soleil — which has influenced so many neo-circus 
performers over recent years — embraces both 
steampunk and electro-swing in its latest show, a 
wunderkammer of theatrical acrobatics set in an 
alternate reality that combines elements of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Jan. 18, $53-$135, cirquedusoleil. 


Wed 1/21| Theater 


com/kurios. Cirque du Soleil - San Francisco, Third 
Street at Terry A. Francois, S.F., cirquedusoleil.com. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F., 433-3040, sheltontheater.com. 

Hick: A Love Story: Crackpot Crones' Terry Baum 
portrays Lorena Hickok — journalist, writer, and love 
interest of Eleanor Roosevelt — in this solo show 
co-presented by the freshly revived Lilith Theater. 
Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 25, $20, 
crackpotcrones.com. Berkeley City Club, 2315 Durant, 
Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berkeleyhistorichotel.com. 

Indian Ink: Tom Stoppard’s colorful drama about 
creativity, culture, and colonialism returns to the 
very stage where it first premiered in America in 
1999. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 8, 
$20-$180. American Conservatory Theater (A.C.T.), 
415 Geary, S.F., 749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Satyr Night Fever: The new year is the time of rebirth, 
so we're thrilled to announce the return of SF The- 
ater Pub, which has scaled back barroom theater 
performances as of late, to a new local bar. The first 
of many monthly shows — Satyr Night Fever, written 
by Annette Roman and Bryant Turnage, and directed 
by Greg Young — follows a satyr unlucky in love. Mon., 
Jan. 19, 8 p.m.; Mon., Jan. 26, 8 p.m., free/donation, 
sftheaterpub.wordpress.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
S.F., 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Shakespeare, Pimps, and Hollywood: Film direc- 
tor Robert Townsend (Hollywood Shuffle) drops 
the camera and picks up the microphone for this 
comical one-man storytelling/variety show about 
his life experiences, moving from the icy streets of 
Chicago to the sound stages of Los Angeles. Jan. 
15-18, 8 p.m., $50. SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, S.F., 
866-920-5299, sfjazz.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays ... in 
random order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... with a 
ticking timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through Jan. 31, $10- 
$16, sfneofuturists.com. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, S.F., 
673-3847, theexit.org. 

Tree: Jon Tracy directs this regional premiere of 
Julie Hébert's knotty emotional drama in which a 
black man from Chicago and a white woman from 
Louisiana try to come to terms with the revelation 
that they share a familial bond. Starting Jan. 20, 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 7, 
$20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, S.F., 
677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

X's and O's (A Football Love Story): Playwright 
(and pro sports fan) K.J. Sanchez tackles the tough 
issue of football players who suffer brain trauma 
during their time on the gridiron in a world premiere 
drama directed by Tony Taccone. Starting Jan. 16, 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 1, 
$29-$79. Berkeley Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 
Addison, Berkeley, berkeleyrep.org. 


INDELIBLE MEMORIES OF INDIA 


Translated for the stage during the fecund period between Arcadia and The Invention of 
Love, Tom Stoppard’s Indian Ink was originally written for radio and thus hangs on 
the robust agility of his language. Like its contemporaries, the action takes place in two 
discrete time periods: during the 1930s, when Flora, a provocative young English poet, 
spends time in pre-independence India, and nearly a lifetime later, when Flora’s 
younger sister Nell, who once eagerly awaited letters laced with exotic scents, has 
reached a sager age. If the sold-out run in New York is any indication, American Con- 
servatory Theater artistic director Carey Perloff still knows how to tease the best from 
these characters 15 years after she debuted them on an American stage. Within the 
script, exposition of these exceptional sisters and the socio-political climate of India 
under the British Raj hinges on a portrait of the ailing poetess, which draws in an In- 
dian painter, his adult descendant, and an American academic. Their viewpoints — 
sifted through the lens of culture, history, or memory — are the audience's focal point. 
Indian Ink opens at 8 p.m. and runs through Feb. 8 at American Conservato- 
ry Theater, 405 Geary St., S.F. $20-$180; 749-2228 or act-sf.org. Silke Tudor 
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“WHAT ARE WE CONTRIBUTING, AND WHAT SPACE ARE WE TAKING UP?” 


Blank Space 


By Lily Janiak 


It’s not hard to understand 
why Ragged Wing Ensemble chose 
“Homing” as its 2015 season theme. 
After almost 10 years of nomadism, the 
company opened its own space, the 
Flight Deck, last June in a former ware- 
house two blocks from the 12th Street 
Oakland BART that had sat empty for 
30 years. The multiuse facility features 
a 99-seat theater, re- 
hearsal space, a gallery, 
and a co-working space, 
which Ragged Wing 
shares with other local 
arts organizations such as 
Gritty City Repertory 
Youth Theatre and Virago 
Theatre Company. The 
Flight Deck is a welcome 
addition to a neighbor- 
hood, and in fact a whole 
city, bereft of small and 
midsize theater spaces. 

For its four most 
recent seasons, Ragged 
Wing has structured its 
year of shows around 
a single theme. “It’s a 
bouncing-off point,” 
says artistic director 
Amy Sass. “To watch 
how that theme is han- 
dled by many different 
artists in many different 
mediums, and then to 
see through that process 
the collective investiga- 
tion of that theme, is so 
much larger than what 
happens with just one 
show.” 

Company core art- 
ist Addie Ulrey felt 
very strongly that this 
season’s theme should 
be the verb “homing” 
instead of the noun 
“home.” “The word ‘hom- 
ing,’ is about not just the place but 
the journey toward and the creation 
of,” she says. 

Ragged Wing begins its seasons 
with an intense period of research 
followed by two weeks of creative de- 
velopment, where artists do exercises 
with gathered material; these riffs 
later coalesce into discrete pieces of 
different sizes and media. Part of the 
research for the Homing season was 
to simply be good neighbors in the 
company’s new ‘hood, especially as it 
might well be perceived as a gentri- 
fier. A big goal of this process was to 
“get to know our literal, longitudinal 
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axis point,” says Sass. “That became 
an issue of, ‘How do we function 
in this neighborhood? What is the 
neighborhood like? What has been 
here before, and who is here now? 
What are we contributing, and what 
space are we taking up?” 

To explore those issues, the com- 
pany canvassed an approximately 
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Lisa Drostova searches for 
her “thirteen keys” as part of 
Choosing Here. 


two-block radius around the Flight 
Deck, surveying business owners, 
residents, and passersby, with three 
questions: Where are you coming 
from, and where are you going? What 
do you love about this place, and 
what do you hate about it? What does 
“home” mean to you? 

The company’s latest piece, Choos- 
ing Here: A Performance/Art Museum, 
draws on those answers, at times 
incorporating locals’ responses ver- 


batim, at other times connecting 

to the three central questions more 
obliquely. The space is set up as part 
treasure hunt, part gallery, and part 
museum of curiosities. Visitors wan- 
der around the Flight Deck at their 
own pace, experiencing 12 different 
installations that 18 artists have cre- 
ated which blend film, performance, 
and visual art, and invite 

a range of participatory 
modes. “In some of them 
you re going to be crawling 
through a thing. In some 
of them you're going to be 
looking at a thing. In some 
of them you're going to be 
eating a thing,” says Ulrey. 

One installation is Lisa 
Drostova’s Thirteen Keys, 
which is inspired by the 
artist’s many experiences 
having her house broken 
into and getting mugged. 
Her piece, which draws on 
research into the symbolic 
and historical significance 
of keys, asks audiences to 
help her find each of her 
13 missing keys, many of 
which don't really look like 
the metal objects you'd 
expect to find at the end 
of a key ring. In the instal- 
lation, Drostova hopes to 
raise questions about what 
we protect and why. 

Nick Louie, struck by 
local demographic maps 
he’s studied, is asking 
audiences to engage ina 
completely different way. 
He’s creating multiple 
maps, some realistic that 
ask, Where are you from?, 
others more abstract that 
ask, What do you aspire 
to? Audiences will not 
just mark where they are on each 
map but also trace with a string their 
route from map to map, creating 
a profusion of paths which, Louie 
hopes, will gather and diverge in 
surprising ways. 

One of the most pleasantly sur- 
prising paths, of course, is Ragged 
Wing’s own: from rover to resident, 
neighbor, and host. 


Choosing Here: 

A Performance/Art Museum 
Jan. 16-25 at the Flight Deck, 1540 
Broadway, Oakland. $10-$25; 
raggedwing.org. 
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QUEER S.F. 1S VANISHING 


This Old Sex Dungeon 


Sucking on my girlfriend’s nip- 
ples in the bathroom of the Lexington 
Club is exactly how I wanted to ring in the 
new year. DJ Durt was spinning ’90s R&B 
and we had only run into one of our exes 
so far. It was shaping up to be a wonder- 
ful, if bittersweet, night. We took explicit 
selfies up against the bright blue, graffi- 
ti-covered walls and necked until some- 
one banged on the door — the dance that 
many dykes had done before us, but very 
few will do ever again. 

I’ve been a topless mermaid atop 
the pool table stage at the Lexington. 
I've gotten laid at the Lexington. It’s a 
place for falling in love with strangers, 
breakups, makeups, makeouts, and 
magic. The Lexington Club has been the 
Cheers of dyke bars in San Francisco for 
the past 18 years. It’s where everybody 
knows your name and what you look 
like naked, but this little slice of lesbian 
paradise will close in the coming year, 
another victim of San Francisco’s rapid- 
ly changing landscape. 

Owner Lila Thirkield released 
a statement on the Lexing- 
ton’s Facebook page last 
October, announc- 
ing, with a heavy 
heart, that she 
was selling the 
beloved bar in 
the heart of the 
Mission Dis- 
trict: “When a 
business caters 
to about 5% of 
the population, 
it has tremen- 
dous impact when 
1% of them leave. 
When 3% or 4% of 
them can no longer af- Sp 
ford to live in the neighbor- 
hood, or the City, it makes the 
business model unsustainable.” 

She was referring to the many 
queers who once called the Mission 
home and made up the Lexington’s 
regular clientele, but have since migrat- 
ed across the bay to sunnier skies and 
more reasonable rent, making room for 
wealthy tech industry workers. 

“Eighteen years ago I opened The 
Lex to create a space for the dykes, 
queers, artists, musicians and neighbor- 
hood folks who made up the communi- 
ty that surrounded it,” Thirkeild wrote. 
“Eighteen years later, I find myself 
struggling to run a neighborhood dyke 
bar in a neighborhood that has dramati- 
cally changed.” 

The Lex is not alone. Queer spaces 
are disappearing from the city right 
and left. 

Later that evening, we found our- 
selves at a party nearby hosted by the 
Radical Faeries. For context, the Radical 
Faeries are a queer movement that 
blends Marxism, feminism, sex posi- 
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tivity, spiritualism, and drag. The 1979 
Faerie Gathering here in San Francisco 
resulted in the founding of the civic 
organization known as the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence. 

From the outside, it looked like any 
other Victorian — flawless, classic, 
yet unassuming. But inside, it was a 
four-story wonderland of hot tubs, 
tree forts, and pillow pits, along with 
a labyrinth-like sex dungeon in the 
basement covered in drawings of fisting 
and love poems about the smell of cum. 
Mattresses on the floor, cages in the 
corner, dim lighting, graffiti-covered ce- 
ment walls: It was exactly like what an 
underground gay sex dungeon should 
look like. 

It was well after midnight by the 
time we arrived to find only a few strag- 
glers sucking each other off on bean 
bags in the perfectly 1980s living room. 
One of the few party guests told us 

this place had been a 
venue for queer sex 
parties for close 
to three decades, 
but it was all 
going away. The 
owner was sell- 
ing the property 
for just over a 
million dollars, 
so come next 

New Year's 

Eve, this Fa- 

erie sanctuary 

would proba- 
bly be a condo. 
We took a selfie 
in the bathroom 
painted with the 
leather pride flag 

(black, blue, and white 

stripes, with a red heart in 
the corner), took some vintage 
porn from the free box, and headed 
home to Oakland. 

These places echo with ghosts of yes- 
teryear: generations of queers loving, 
creating, fucking, and fighting in one 
place. By next year, these places will 
both be gone. 

Thirkield assured me via email 
shortly after the first of the year that 
the Lexington will remain open for 
several more months before it finally 
says its goodbyes. But as another Faerie 
sanctuary gets sold, another dyke bar 
closes, and more queers move away be- 
cause they can’t afford to pay rent here, 
San Francisco is starting to bear less 
and less resemblance to the city I fell in 
love with. 

I, and so many other queers, have 
come of age in this city, and now I wor- 
ry about where exactly the next gener- 
ation will go to find a community when 
they land here. 
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American Sniper 

Rated R. Opens Friday. 
The least soporific Clint Eastwood movie 
in years contains a Bradley Cooper per- 
formance of unprecedented quality, and 
with these backhanded compliments we 
now conclude the adulatory portion of 
this review. American Sniper may well be- 
come the favorite film of some future 
racist-tyrant chokeholder, even if East- 
wood didn’t intend it as such, but in the 
meantime anyone who's played a few 
videogames and thought Jarhead 
should’ve been more like The Hurt Locker 
should enjoy this faux-taciturn jin- 
go-hooyah hagiography of Navy SEAL 
Chris Kyle, the self-identified most lethal 
sniper in U.S. military history. In Iraq, 
this guy (played by Cooper) killed hun- 
dreds of people, a record number, but 
rest assured all those kills were righteous 
because his daddy raised him to be a 
sheep dog, even if that takes a lot out of a 
fella — so much so that one time he al- 
most gave his own actual sheep doga 
whooping it didn’t deserve, and only his 
wife (played by Sienna Miller), the very 
woman whose hair he'd so gallantly held 
back while she drunk-barfed on their 
first date, could prevent it. Kyle’s story 
became an angry book, and then a less 
angry script (by Jason Hall), which went 
into production before a less righteous 
fella who'd had a lot taken out of him too, 
and hadn’t held any war records, sealed it 
off as the tragedy it is by causing Chris 
Kyle to die by the gun. Eddie Ray Routh 
was his killer’s name, though you won't 
hear it uttered in this movie, any more 
than you'll hear anyone dare to admit 
that Routh might make a more interest- 
ing movie subject. In other words, Ameri- 
can Sniper is not the nuanced 
trauma-of-violence conversation our 
country needs. Jonathan Kiefer 
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Paddington 

Rated PG. Opens Friday. 
Paul King’s Paddington is avery British 
movie, and that’s mostly good, though it 
briefly succumbs to the sort of lazy hu- 
mor that derailed the equally Anglo Box- 
trolls. Paddington (Ben Whishaw) is a 
young bear in “darkest” Peru who, thanks 
to a British geographer discovering his 
sentient family decades prior, speaks the 
Queen’s English and is obsessed with or- 
ange marmalade. When their jungle 
home is destroyed, Paddington’s aunt 
(Imelda Staunton) sends him to London, 
where he’s taken in by open-hearted Mrs. 
Brown (the great Sally Hawkins), her 
fearful husband (Hugh Bonneville), and 
their nondescript children, unaware that 
an evil taxidermist (Nicole Kidman) in- 
tends to capture and stuff Paddington. 
The mostly pleasant Paddington func- 
tions as a metaphor for the immigrant 
experience; Londoners don’t react to this 
talking bear with “How can that be?” but 
instead regard him as another foreigner 
to be ignored. And then there’s the scene 
in which Bonneville dresses as a maid to 
infiltrate an archives, which, ugh. It actu- 
ally has a mild plot function, and it’s not 
quite as blatantly transphobic as the 
hateful “Miss Frou Frou” subplot in The 
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Boxtrolls, but seriously, British family 
filmmakers? Stop doing that. And if you 
simply have to go there (PROTIP: You 
don’t), leave out the prison-rape jokes. 


Sherilyn Connelly 


Spare Parts 

Rated PG-13. Opens Friday. 
Sweetness pervades this adaptation of a 
Wired article by local writer Joshua Davis, 
in which four undocumented Hispanic 
Arizona high schoolers form a ragtag club 
to enter a college robotics contest. In the 
movie version, they have guidance from a 
hesitantly invested substitute teacher 
played by George Lopez. Call it a sign of 
the times that it’s so rousing to see these 
scrappy bot-builders hold their own 
among complacent, well-funded, mostly 
lily-white brainiacs. (Revenge on the 
nerds?) But just because Spare Parts tells 
the true-enough story of at least one lit- 
eral poster child for Obama-style immi- 
gration reform doesn’t mean it won't 
also sit well with a traditional family-val- 
ues crowd: As it happens, the club’s 
semi-reluctant founder is a straight-ar- 
row ROTC kid (Carlos PenaVega) who 
can't join the Army without papers and 
needs some other productive thing to do. 
So this can be a tame and sentimental 
tale of up-by-bootstraps underdog tri- 
umph after all. As directed by Sean Mc- 
Namara, from Elissa Matsueda’s script, 
scenes make such short work of their 
straightforward emotional intentions 
that the movie sometimes seems almost 
like an abridgment of or commercial for 
itself. But Lopez sneaks his humor in 
gently, remaining a faithful servant of 
the story and its hopeful message. Jamie 
Lee Curtis, as the school principal, adds 
warmth, and Marisa Tomei, as a fellow 
teacher, undoes many clichés before they 
can even happen. JK 
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going ahead with a skeezy OkCupid hookup, just 
because it’s better than letting your life slip by. (SC) 
Human Capital Paolo Virzi's Human Capital follows 
a group of interconnected individuals during the 
events of a particularly joyless Christmastime. 
Middle-class Dino (Fabrizio Bentivoglio) wants 


FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 


* = We recommend it over-cranked opera, it's really just a subtle character 


OPENING 


A Most Violent Year In case we ever wondered, writ- 
er-director J.C. Chandor has patiently illustrated, in 
A Most Violent Year, that 1981 New York may not have 
been the best time and place for entrepreneurial ad- 
vancement in the home heating-oil delivery business. 
The ever-magnetic Oscar Isaac stars as a would-be 
tycoon, looking dapper in his camel hair coat, talking 
softly and with precision, strategically holding eye 
contact for too long, and struggling to maintain his 
integrity. Plans to expand his business have brought 
pressure both ethical and financial: The D.A. (David 
Oyelowo) is watching him too closely, rival haulers 
are hijacking his trucks and stealing the oil, the union 
wants him to arm his drivers with handguns, and his 
wife (Jessica Chastain), a mobster's daughter, appar- 
ently would rather be a moll than just a bookkeeper. 
Perhaps worst of all, his lawyer (Albert Brooks) isn't 
necessarily leveling with him. A period piece with the 
word “violent” right there in its title (New York crime 
stats bear that out), staged and shot to look like the 
first two Godfather films (shadowy amber compositions 
look for that expressive sweet spot between sepia and 
sallow), A Most Violent Year might disappoint some 
viewers by stoking unfair expectations. Instead of an 


study, and a reiteration of the perceptive question 
Chandor has been asking for three films now: With 
his self-made world maybe inevitably coming apart, 
what's a man to do? (JK) 


Appropriate Behavior Unless you're a complete and 


utter sociopath, when you break up with someone 
it's impossible to not sift randomly through the 
memories of your time together, trying to figure 
out what went wrong even as you're simultaneously 
trying to find a way forward. Annie Hall may still be 
the gold standard of such nonlinear breakup films 
set in New York, but writer and director Desiree 
Akhavan's very funny Appropriate Behavior is 
probably the first such movie from the perspective 
of a Persian bisexual in Brooklyn, and it sets a high 
bar. Persian bisexual in question Shirin (Desiree 
Akhavan) and her Caucasian girlfriend Maxine 
(Rebecca Henderson) have broken up, and Shirin 
is moving out, but they find it difficult to not keep 
running into each other in their tiny mutual world 
of Park Slope. Meanwhile, Shirin flashes back to key 
moments in their relationship, especially regarding 
Maxine’s discomfort with Shirin's reticence about 
coming out as queer to her homophobic Iranian 
family. The terrific film captures, among other things, 
the terror of trying to get back into the dating scene 
when you don’t really fit into any scene — beware 
of falling swingers — as well as the desperation of 
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to be a financial high roller, especially since his 
second wife, Roberta (Valeria Golino), is pregnant 
with twins. Dino tries to get into business with 
upper-class Giovanni (Fabrizio Gifuni), a pragmatic 
hedge fund manager whose bored and neglected 
wife, Carla (Valeria Bruni Tedeschi, given more to 
do than in Viva La Liberta) intends to renovate a 
disused theater, and whose douchey son Massi- 
miliano (Guglielmo Pinelli) is dating Dino's (but 
not Roberta's) teenage daughter Serena (Matilde 
Gioli), who herself is more interested in a troubled 
lower-class boy named Luca (Giovanni Anzaldo), 
who lives on the second floor of the projects. Also, 
a waiter who served Dino and Giovanni's families at 
a fancy-pants event is killed later that evening (in 
the opening scene) when Massimiliano's SUV hits 
his bicycle, though Massimiliano swears he wasn't 
driving it. Humans, right? Much of Human Capital 
is the events leading up to that tragedy replayed 
from Dino's, Carla's, and then Serena's perspective, 
teasing out the central mystery of who was driving. 
Nobody gets away clean, as the saying goes, but 
having money sure helps, especially if you know 
how much a human life is worth. (SC) 


Little Accidents Developed by way of the Sundance 


Writers’ Lab, writer-director Sara Colangelo's debut 
feature elaborates on her 2010 short of the same 
name, and it's not like Colangelo really needed four 
years and some palpably interventionist institutional 
permission just to repeat herself. But the full-length 
version of Little Accidents is its own story, about 
how the aftershocks of a fatal coal mine accident 
radiate along small-town socioeconomic fault lines, 
and it allows for a great breakout performance by 
newcomer Boyd Holbrook as the disaster’s only 
survivor, feeling pressure from his union to testify 
against a coal company executive (Josh Lucas). The 


supporting cast includes Elizabeth Banks, Chloe 
Sevigny, and Jacob Lofland, all respectable, but 
it's Holbrook, precise and inviting, who most holds 
our attention. Actors do good work for Colangelo, 
who has a gift for small, tenderly expressed mo- 
ments of human connection, and for knowing how 
important they are to the Sundance school of social 
anthropology. Her voice carries even amid the din 
of contrived class conflict with stakes raised to 
melodramatic levels, then underplayed as a kind 
of poker-faced compensation. If this story seems 
inorganic, or in any case less authentic than its 
well-observed atmosphere, at least the storyteller 
has seen and seized an opportunity. Here's hoping 
she'll have more. (JK) 


Noir City 13 As if the hard-boiled dicks and fatal 


femmes that populate film noir don’t have enough 
hard luck as it is, now there's the fact that the annual 
Noir City Festival at the Castro is entering its 13th 
year. Hey, what's the worst that could happen on this 
lucky year? In fact, there are some very good things 
happening this time around, including the premiere 
of two newly restored classics. Shot in San Francisco 
back in the day, Norman Foster's 1950 Woman on the 
Run has had a storied history; what was thought to 
be the sole 35mm printed was destroyed in the 2008 
Universal fire — though Noir City's big cheese Eddie 
Muller had surreptitiously made an archival digital 
copy beforehand, which is its own long story — and 
this opening-night presentation uses elements of a 
recently discovered British version to make a shiny 
new 35mm print. The other big 35mm restoration is 
John Reinhardt's 1947 The Guilty. Based ona Cornell 
Woolrich short story, it has the hallmarks of many a 
Poverty Row quickie: a tiny budget, a few meager 
sets, and that delicious patina of grimy doom. Falling 
outside the classic noir catchment, but still essential 
viewing, are the first two hella droll Thin Man films, 
as well as John Frankenheimer's 1966 mindbender 
Seconds. Good luck! (SC) 


The Search for General Tso You've probably ordered 


it before, and if you're vegetarian you probably had it 
before you kicked fowl, and/or you've tried a meatless 


RIVETING! 


-Bilge Ebiri, VULTURE 


‘A SEARING, SCATHING STORY 


OF GREED AND FAMILIAL SELE-DESTRUCTION? 


-Sam Weisberg, THE VILLAGE VOICE 


‘SLICK, STYLISH...ENGROSSING!” 


-Jay Weissberg, VARIETY 


“FIERCE SATIRICAL STROKES 
THAT RECALL TOM WOLFE! 


-Peter Bradshaw, THE GUARDIAN 


AFILM BY PAOLO WIRZI 


2 
ed 


< 


CAPITAL; 


LUCE TLA* 


ee 
Ministero delle Suit po Coonome CINECITTA 


{c EmergingPictures 


CINEMAMADEINITALY.COM 


LANDMARK 


STARTS 
FRI., 1/16 


601 VAN NESS A 


OPERA PLAZA ue 


SMITH RAFAEL _— CENTER 
1118 FOURTH STRE 
WEENA& 


(BET B) 
SAN FRANCISCO « (ats) 771-0183 SAN RAFAEL e (415) 454-1222 





Rep aat-1eh@e-) ova t-I lami laamecedan| 


EAT MUSIC 


variety: General Tso's Chicken. The spelling of “Tso” 
varies, and it’s often shortened to “General's Chicken” 
or “General,” but it's a staple on Chinese menus across 
America. lan Cheney's entertaining documentary The 
Search for General Tso asks the inherent question 
behind the sweet-and-spicy dish: General Who, now? 
And is this really, like, his chicken? Cheney bounces all 
over time and space trying to find the answer; perhaps 
unsurprisingly, it’s very difficult to find General Tso's 
Chicken in China, and the stewards of Tso's heritage 
have mixed feelings about that being his legacy. The 
breezy The Search for General Tso is also a history of 
the Chinese immigrant experience in America, as the 
way into the hearts of xenophobic white Americans 
was through their stomachs, especially their love of 
deep-fried meat drenched in sauce. Of particular note 
is the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882, which is every bit 
as racist as it sounds, and which led to Chinese people 
— and their restaurants, among the only work they 
could get — spreading across the country to escape 
the worst persecution right here in California. It's a 
sad truth that can make you lose your appetite. (SC) 


Still Alice The best movie in recent memory about 


Alzheimer's disease is James Keach's documentary 
Glen Campbell: I'll Be Me, and Julianne Moore's best 
recent work is in David Cronenberg’s Maps to the 
Stars, but Moore’s performance as a well-to-do 
woman stricken with Alzheimer’s before her time 
redeems Richard Glatzer and Wash Westmoreland’s 
cringe-drama Still Alice. The picture often plays like 
an inverse to Todd Haynes’ Safe, in which Moore also 
portrayed a well-to-do woman slowly succumbing 
to an undefined, possibly psychosomatic environ- 
mental disease. (Safe's motif of the oppressively 
large bedside clock is even reprised, though Still 
Alice doesn't distrust technology nearly as much 
as Safe, as Alice's electronic devices play a major 
role.) But Alzheimer’s is a definite thing, and Still 
Alice doesn't say anything new about it, though some 
seriously tacky product placement does imply that 
Pinkberry may be somehow related. The only real 
pleasures to be found in Still Alice are in its core 
casting; Alec Baldwin has an easy chemistry with 
Moore as her husband, probably thanks to their 
work together on 30 Rock, and not only is Kristen 
Stewart as Alice’s daughter continuing to prove that 
she's far better than the Twilight films suggested, it 
just makes perfect sense that Moore and Baldwin's 
DNA would produce Stewart. (Think about it.) (SC) 


ONGOING 


Inherent Vice The first Thomas Pynchon book ever 


to become a movie goes all out and becomes a Paul 
Thomas Anderson movie, nuzzling and snorting its way 
into the familiar trappings of L.A. noir. But instead of 
the invigorating detective-story revisionism conjured 
up by, say, Robert Altman in The Long Goodbye or the 
Coen brothers in The Big Lebowski, this Pynchon-An- 
derson combo consists of shambling through a maze 
of MacGuffins, coloring slightly outside the lines of 
1970s paranoia and malaise, taking too long to get 
nowhere, and foregoing coherence. With, among 
others, Joaquin Phoenix as a shaggy stoner-hippie 
private eye, Josh Brolin as his flat-topped detective 
nemesis, Katherine Waterson as a sort of femme 
fatale, and Joanna Newsom as an awkward narrator, 
Inherent Vice is one of those movies that tries to put 
across its maker's lack of control as a conscious and 
meaningful aesthetic scheme. Anderson has made his 
name on willful opacity, so here is more of that, also with 
characteristic glimmers of arbitrary lucidity. It does at 
least approximate the slog of a psychedelic hangover. 
Fans surely will buy in, and won't be argued with, but 
the movie's slackness seems like an affectation, and all 
that's really at stake is Anderson's strutting ambition 
to stage indelible scenes. He does pull off a few. (JK) 


Predestination A largely faithful adaptation of a 1958 


Robert A. Heinlein short story, Michael and Peter 
Spierig’s Predestination is a time-travel yarn that 
worked fine as a 13-page read, but as a film the time- 
bendy elements come across as sub-Primer at best. 
In the 1970s, a man (Sarah Snook, the true star of the 
film) stops into a dive for a drink. He decides to tell 
the bartender (top-billed Ethan Hawke) his life story, 
beginning with, “When | was alittle girl...” What a twist! 
Though there are some implausible sci-fi aspects to the 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


representation, and the waters are muddied somewhat 
by transgender references, Predestinationis probably 
as Close to a sympathetic portrayal of intersexuality as 
can be expected from the crypto-fascist Heinlein. It's 
notably just a function of the plot, and pains are taken to 
ensure that Snook's character becoming male is mostly 
out of his control, since nothing is more inexcusable than 
deviation by choice, particularly in Heinlein's world. That 
said, Predestination does develop Snook's character as 
an honest-to-goodness character and not just a story 
cog, though there are a few tone-deaf moments that 
bear the mark of cisgender men behind the camera — as 
does the presence of oversized GENTLEMEN and LADIES 
restroom signs behind Hawke's bar. We get it, guys. (SC) 

Selma When else has the timing of a movie's release ever 
been so bittersweetly correct? A lesson on how and why 
Martin Luther King Jr. compelled Lyndon Johnson to 
sign the Voting Rights Act of 1965, and inescapably an 
elucidation of not learning history and being doomed 
to repeat it, Selma has every right to slap us in the face 
with gloating didacticism. Instead, as reworked from 
Paul Webb's script by director Ava DuVernay, it’s the 
picture of magnanimousness, an auspicious chronicle 
of human dignity. As Johnson, Tom Wilkinson proves 
unsentimentally reliable. As King, David Oyelowo 
proves astonishing. This is the great leader as we 
need to remember him — and also as a man, feeling 
sometimes tired and trapped, wearing history on his 
shoulders. Supporting players, particularly Carmen 
Ejogo as Coretta Scott King, also bloom with DuVernay’s 
respect. This is a film with resources — its producers 
include Oprah Winfrey, who also appears in a small but 
galvanizing role, and Brad Pitt — but DuVernay doesn't 
allow it the luxury of going soft with good intentions. 
She simply stays the course of sharply intimate drama. 
Critique is possible: The slow-motion stylization of 
lethal violence, though consistently applied, steers 
sincerity toward triteness, and this true story might 
have been more affecting without it. But that's a minor 
complaint. Ultimately, what makes DuVernay’s movie 
So good and necessary is that it actually lets us see 
the arc of the moral universe bending — being bent, 
by human will — toward justice. (JK) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


1-2-3-4 Go! Records. Positive Force: More Than a 
Witness: Director Robin Bell visits the Bay Area to 
screen his new feature-length documentary about 
political punk collective Positive Force D.C. and 
the famed Washington, D.C., hardcore scene from 
which it sprang. Tue., Jan. 20, 7 p.m. morethanaw- 
itness.com. 420 40th St., Oakland, 510-985-0325, 
1234gorecords.com. 

4-Star Theatre. Little Accidents: Sara Colangelo’s 
debut feature elaborates on her 2010 short of the 
same name, but the full-length version of Little 
Accidents is its own story, about how the aftershocks 
of a fatal coal mine accident radiate along small-town 
socioeconomic fault lines, and it allows for a great 
breakout performance by relative newcomer Boyd 
Holbrook as the disaster's only survivor. Starting 
Jan. 16. Daily. 2200 Clement, San Francisco, 666- 
3488, Intsf.com/4-star-theatre.html. 

Artists’ Television Access. Periwinkle Cinema: This 
month the queer film series gets both international 
and intergalactic with a screening of Un Ovni Sobre 
Mi Cama (A UFO Over My Bed), Pablo Oliverio's 
low-budget DIY feature set in a dystopic future 
where humans and aliens live under an oppressive 
regime and the only hope for salvation may be gay 
extraterrestrial love. Wed., Jan. 21, 8 p.m. $7-$10. 
facebook.com/PeriwinkleCinema. 992 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Balboa Theatre. Into the Woods: The music of Stephen 
Sondheim is its own special effect, and Rob Marshall 
wisely doesn't try to overshadow it in his film of 
Sondheim's Into the Woods, which is a wonderfully 
odd bird and charmingly lo-fi for a big Disney holiday 
release. Daily. Big Eyes: Beautifully photographed 
and emotionally compelling, Big Eyes is Tim Bur- 
ton’s best film since Ed Wood, telling the story of 
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Margaret Keane (Amy Adams), the artist behind 
those paintings of saucer-eyed waifs that you've 
probably seen without knowing quite who made 
them. Daily. 3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 221-2184, 
balboamovies.com. 


Castro Theatre. Noir City 13: ‘Til Death Do Us Part: 


Thirteen is the unluckiest number of them all, as the 
protagonists in San Francisco's 13th annual film noir 
festival will find out over the course of 25 movies, 
all of which prove that marriage doesn't always 
end happily ever after. Jan. 16-25. $120 for festival 
passport. noircity.com. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. Whiplash: Drumming well is the best re- 


venge. Or so we learn from being schooled by Damien 
Chazelle’s thrilling litany of mind games and physical 
punishments, which features a dynamic movie duet 
between Miles Teller as a driven young conservatory 
jazz drummer and J.K. Simmons as his unreasonably 
abusive teacher. Daily. Still Alice: Julianne Moore's 
performance as a well-to-do woman stricken with 
Alzheimer’s before her time redeems Richard Glatzer 
and Wash Westmoreland’s cringe-drama, which oth- 
erwise doesn’t say anything new about the disease 
(though some seriously tacky product placement 
does imply that Pinkberry may be somehow related). 
Starting Jan. 16. Daily. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: Indiana Jones 


and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull: BMN hosts 
Jim Fourniadis, Mike Spiegelman, and Ira Emsig are 
clearly nuts, because there was no fourth Indiana 
Jones movie. Yessiree, the whole series ended with 
Last Crusade (and we won't hear any nonsense 
about some sort of alleged Star Wars “prequels,” 
either). Sun., Jan. 18, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, 
San Francisco, 401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: In Alejandro 


Gonzalez lfarritu's bold comment on the uncertain 
new frontier of performing arts, Michael Keaton 
plays the wounded, ambitious, has-been star of 
a superhero-movie franchise, now mounting his 
own Raymond Carver adaptation on Broadway. 
Daily. Mr. Turner: Mike Leigh directs Timothy Spall 
as the prolific 19th-century English painter J.M.W. 
Turner, whose work became a sublime segue from 
Romantic landscapes to Modernist abstractions, and 
whose personal life — as robustly inhabited by Spall 
— apparently contained multitudes of gropes and 
grunts. Daily. The Theory of Everything: In director 
James Marsh's gauzy and chastely reverential movie, 
Eddie Redmayne relishes the physically challenging 
role of young astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, 
bending himself through a progression of wheel- 
chairs from 1960s Cambridge toward the gnarled, 
impish, computer-voiced transglobal keynoter we 
all know and love today. Daily. The Imitation Game: 
After breaking Nazi codes, basically winning World 
War II, and pretty much inventing the computer and 
modern-day artificial intelligence, British mathema- 
tician Alan Turing was then chemically castrated for 
being gay and poisoned to death with cyanide. Last 
year the Queen granted Turing a posthumous pardon, 
but nothing really says “we're sorry” like Benedict 
Cumberbatch playing him in a posh, Oscar-hungry 
historical thriller. Daily. A Most Violent Year: A 1981 
NYC period piece with the word “violent” right 
there in its title, writer-director J.C. Chandor’s A 
Most Violent Year might disappoint some viewers 
by stoking unfair expectations. Instead of an over- 
cranked opera, it’s really just a subtle character 
study about a would-be heating oil tycoon, and a 
reiteration of the perceptive question Chandor has 
been asking for three films now: With his self-made 
world maybe inevitably coming apart, what's a man 
to do? Starting Jan. 16. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, 
San Francisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly thematic film 


screenings presented in the Kanbar Forum by the 
Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts program. Saturdays. 
Free with museum admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 
528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Jewish Community Center of San Francisco. Mark 


Cantor's Giants of Jazz on Film: The Singer & The 
Song: Featuring performances by Billie Holiday, 
Sarah Vaughan, Anita O'Day, and more. Sat., Jan. 
17, 8 p.m. $25. 3200 California, San Francisco, 


292-1200, jccsf.org. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Citizenfour: The centerpiece 


of Laura Poitras' new documentary about Edward 
Snowden is Poitras and journalist Glenn Greenwald 
interviewing Snowden in June of 2013, where 
Snowden explains just how thoroughly our gov- 
ernment violates the world's privacy. Though he 
disappears for much of the second half to go into 
exile, his presence remains — and if the film ends 
abruptly, that’s only because the real-life story is 
still far from over. Daily. Viva La Liberta: Roberto 
Ando's twin-switching Italian political comedy starts 
off promisingly, but the deception in Viva La Liberta 
veers dangerously close to what Roger Ebert used 
to refer to as an Idiot Plot, meaning a plot that only 
functions because the characters are mostly idiots. 
Daily. Life Partners: In Susanna Fogel’'s comedy, 
queer Sasha (Leighton Meester) and straight Paige 
(Gillian Jacobs) are lifelong besties who find their 
personal dynamics shifting when Paige gets involved 
with a boy named Tim (Adam Brody). In spite of 
how much time is spent setting him up as a nozzle, 
the film's focus is ultimately on Sasha and Paige's 
friendship, and how Paige's successes cause Sasha 
to reflect on her own failures, though being queer 
is not among them; it’s just who she is. Daily. A Girl 
Walks Home Alone at Night: There's nothing not to 
get excited about in this feature-length debut by Ana 
Lily Amirpour. Not only is it shot in glorious black and 
white, it’s also an Iranian (!) vampire (!!) western (!!!), 
complete with Ennio Morricone-style music. If that 
doesn’t turn you on, you may already be dead. Daily. 
Beloved Sisters: During the German Enlightenment, 
Caroline von Beulwitz (Hannah Herszsprung) and her 
sister Charlotte von Lengefeld (Henriette Confurius) 
both fall in lust with hunky writer Friedrich Schiller 
(Florian Stetter), a situation only somewhat compli- 
cated by the fact that Caroline is already unhappily 
married. Caroline, Charlotte, and Friedrich make the 
sexytimes work between the three of them — until 
it doesn't. Daily. Human Capital: Paolo Virzi's drama 
follows a group of interconnected upper-class indi- 
viduals during the events of a particularly joyless 
Christmastime, and when a server is accidentally 
killed after a fancy-pants event, nobody gets away 
clean — though having money sure helps, especially 
if you know how mucha human life is worth. Starting 
Jan. 16. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777-3456, 
landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. Preservation: A discharged veteran, 


his tech-centric brother, and the latter's wife take 
a friendly hunting trip only to have it turn into a 
survival-horror nightmare in director Christopher 
Denham's second feature film. Through Jan. 15. 
Appropriate Behavior. Probably the first breakup 
movie told from the perspective of a Persian bisexual 
in Brooklyn, writer and director Desiree Akhavan's 
very funny film captures, among other things, the 
terror of trying to get back into the dating scene 
when you don't really fit it into any scene — beware 
of falling swingers — as well as the desperation of 
going ahead with a skeezy OkCupid hookup, just 
because it’s better than letting your life slip by. 
Jan. 16-22. San Francisco Jewish Film Festival: 
WinterFest 2015: The SFJFF’s newest collection 
features six full-length works by members of the 
Jewish community, including The Decent One, an 
in-depth look at SS Cmdr. Heinrich Himmler, and, ona 
much needed lighter note, Deli Man, a documentary 
that follows a self-proclaimed deli maven around 
the country in search of the perfect Jewish deli. 
Sat., Jan. 17, 4 p.m. $13-$14 per program (or $45 for 
full-day pass). sfjff.org. 3117 16th St., San Francisco, 
863-1087, roxie.com. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. New Anime!: The 


exclamation point is theirs, but it’s appropriate, as 
the YBCA features some of last year’s best anime 
films — including Koji Masunari's Welcome to the 
Space Show (Jan. 8, 10, and 11), Yasuhiro Yoshiura’s 
Patema Inverted (Jan. 15, 17, and 18), and Isao 
Takahata's The Tale of Princess Kaguya (Jan. 22, 
24, and 25) — plus Mami Sunada’s rare peek inside 
anime powerhouse Studio Ghibli, The Kingdom of 
Dreams and Madness (Jan. 31). Thursdays, Satur- 
days, Sundays. Continues through Jan. 31. $8-$10. 
ybca.org/new-anime. 701 Mission, San Francisco, 
978-2787, ybca.org. 
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WINNER 


BEST ACTRESS JULIANNE MOORE 
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"JULIANNE MOORE DELIVERS A 
CAREER-DEFINING PERFORMANCE.” 


-David Ehrlich, TIME OUT NEW YORK 
SCREEN ACTORS GUILD AWARD® 


SPIRIT AWARD 
CRITICS’ CHOICE AWARD 
NOMIN 


JULIANNE MOORE ize BALDWIN ~ KRISTEN. STEWART 


Mah ik Nail 


WRITTEN FOR THE SCREEN AND DIRECTED BY RICHARD GLATZER & WASH WESTMORELAND 
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Free admission 


The musuem showcases an array of artwork, including works by Chinese masters, 
Yun sculptures, and classic 19th-20th century European portraits and landscapes. 
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1025 Market St 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 


Open 
Tues-Sun 
10AM-5PM 


International Art 
Museum of America 


415-376-6344 
FLU SYMPTOMS? 


Are you feeling feverish and 
fatigued and experiencing 
cough, sore throat, or nasal 
stuffiness? 


Pacific Research Partners is seeking participants for a clinical 
research study testing an investigational medication for influenza. 


You may qualify if you are between the ages of 18 and 64, have 
flu symptoms, and have not received a flu shot in the past 6 
months. 


Qualified participants receive study related medical care and 


investigational study medication or placebo at no cost and may 
be compensated for time and travel. 


Pacitic 


r- 


Pacific Research Partners 
877-602-5777 
~ Www.pacifictrials.com 
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BREAKING UP WITH DR. PHIL 


The Doctor is Out 


Whoever said there’s a special 
place in hell for lawyers who appear on 
television needs to make room for the 
doctors, too. (No offense, Sanjay 
Gupta. I'll always cherish our time in 
Phuket.) 

The New Yorker was the first publi- 
cation to my knowledge that exposed 
the unseemly charade known as Dr. 
Oz (okay, alleged charade). But jeez, 
if your namesake is a phony wizard, 
what do people expect? 

But I want to talk about Dr. Phil 
McGraw, because goddammit, I like 
the guy. At least I used to. He was 
one of the first people who Middle 
America respected who went on re- 
cord saying that homosexuality was 
not a mental illness. He also had a 
broad understanding of addiction and 
family dysfunction. His column in O 
Magazine gave great advice. 

Unlike a “real” therapist, he cuts to 
the chase with people on TV, probably 
because it’s only 
an hourlong 
show that’s 
meant to solve 
all their prob- 
lems. At first I 
found this sort 
of refreshing. 

“You yell at 
your wife morn- 
ing, noon, and 
night. You've 
cheated and lied, 
and you have a 
drinking prob- 
lem. You skinned 
the family dog and 
roasted its flesh in the George Fore- 
man Grill ... So how’s that workin’ for 
ya?” (Chuckles from audience, cut to 
his wife, Robin, with face aghast.) 

But in an attempt to stay relevant, 
Dr. Phil has predictably gotten more 
and more exploitative. Seventy 
percent of his show is videotape 
of his guests acting ridiculous for 
whatever reason: They are heroin 
addicts, they beat their wife, they are 
stalking their friend’s husband. Ten 
percent is Phil putting them on the 
spot. Another 10 is focused on those 
they’ve affected. The final 10 percent 
is about what everyone should do 
about it. 

Have you ever watched Interven- 
tion or Hoarders? Both are greatly ad- 
dictive shows until it slowly dawns on 
you that they serve no real purpose 
other than as a sideshow of freaks. 
There’s nearly zero educational value, 
just prurience and filth. I love that 
sort of thing, don’t get me wrong, but 
let’s stop pretending this is PBS. 

Dr. Phil is the same. I don’t think 
it’s his fault. I think he is having 
some major cognitive dissonance, 
brought on by fame and wealth. He’s 
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the living embodiment of the 1961 
Milgram Experiment, in which a psy- 
chologist set up a scenario in which 
people dressed up as doctors ordered 
other people to electrically shock 
participants. It was meant to see 
how far people would go if they were 
told to do something by an authority 
figure. People in genuine need go on 
Dr. Phil’s show with some mistaken 
idea that it will be therapeutic. They 
willingly expose themselves and allow 
America to zap them. 

And tons has been written about 
psychologists and doctors who use 
people’s emotional problems and pain 
as a means of control. 

First, create the “other” who needs 
to be “cured.” Then put this person 
in a “clinic” and administer “treat- 
ment.” Shock therapy, water baths, 
straightjackets, drugs. As long as the 
doctors could convince themselves 
they were helping people, they could 

be barbaric. Sadly 

this still happens 
in many institu- 
tions, primarily 
for people with 
developmental 
disabilities. 

I guarantee 
you that Dr. Phil 
thinks he has a 
quality show that 
is doing import- 
ant work, and in 
some ways that 
makes him worse 
than Maury Po- 

vich or Jerry Spring- 
er. But maybe I’m the one suffering 
from cognitive dissonance and blind 
respect for authority. Maybe he never 
really was a good guy. 

Oprah Winfrey met him when she 
was in Texas being sued by the beef 
cartel. It was his job to help lawyers 
select good juries. When you think 
about it, that means it was his job 
to figure out how best to manipulate 
people. He’s a master of psychology, 
all right, and I’ve bought into it. 

Toto has just pulled back that 
curtain for me, though. I see Dr. Phil 
for who he truly is: a TV star witha 
Ph.D. in clinical psychology. If you dig 
even deeper you will see that he used 
to be a part of self-help seminars that 
taught “life strategies,” which is the 
therapeutic equivalent of being a per- 
sonal injury lawyer. 

I’ve been a fool. At least ’'m only 
out the 65 cents I paid on Amazon for 
a used copy of Love Smart, which, to 
be fair, had some great advice in it. 

Oh yeah? So how’s that working 
out for ya? 

Don't ask. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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“LT WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO AN ORGY OF DECADENCE ALONG WITH SOME DAMN GOOD DIM SUM." 


Villain’s Lair 


By Anna Roth 


It cost $14 million to renovate 
a 20,000-square-foot space in the Em- 
barcadero Center to accommodate 
Crystal Jade Jiang Nan, the upscale 
Asian chain that touched down with its 
first U.S. restaurant right before the 
holidays. To put those numbers into 
perspective: 20,000 square feet makes 
it one of the biggest restaurants in the 
city, about the size of five Nopas. And 
$14 million is an astonishing sum for a 
restaurant remodel; when flashy Chi- 
nese chain Hakkasan came to San Fran- 
cisco in 2012, its $7 million price tag 
raised many eyebrows. 

Crystal Jade Jiang Nan’s grand 
scale makes more sense as you learn 
about the opulent, Singapore-based 
restaurant group behind it, which has 
locations in 21 cities across Asia and 
is known for its chili crab, xiao long 
bao, and roasted duck carved table- 
side. Crystal Jade Culinary Holdings’ 
American expansion is a partnership 
with LVMH, the luxury group that 
owns Louis Vuitton, Dom Perignon, 
Dior, and several dozen other ven- 
erable brands. Its S.F. location was 
designed by the prestigious Ken Fulk 
(of The Cavalier, The Battery, and tech 
billionaire Sean Parker’s ostentatious 
redwoods wedding). Given its pedi- 
gree, I was looking forward to an orgy 
of decadence along with some damn 
good dim sum. Then I visited, and re- 
alized that Crystal Jade was a Chinese 
restaurant unremarkable in almost ev- 
ery way except for its 
astronomical prices. 

Unremarkable 
is not the same as 
bad. During lunch, 
the dim sum carts 
are pushed around 
the 200-seat dining 
room, carrying sturdy 
shu mai made with 
kurobuta pork, taro 
dumplings with a 
wonderfully light 


Crystal Jade Jiang Nan 
Four Embarcadero Center, 
Suite One, 399-1200, 
crystaljade.com 

Hours: Mon-Fri11a.m.- 
2:30 p.m., 5-10 p.m.; Sat- 
Sun 10a.m.-2:30 p.m., 


OO ees 


ing even fancy dim sum powerhouse 
Yank Sing a run for its money. 

The soup dumplings were the 
high point of a 
sizeable, mostly 
Cantonese menu 
that delivered on 
technical quality 
but had little soul. 
Mapo tofu and dan 
dan noodles were 
fine, if restrained, 


fried shell, and 
shrimp and scallop 
dumplings with 
chewy-yet-delicate 
wrappers — all fine 
examples of the form, 
as they should be for 
$8-$12, but none 
transcendent. On an 
early visit, the xiao 
long bao were gummy 
and tough, but a few 


weeks later they were lovely, with thin 
skins bulging with delicate soup, giv- 
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5-9:30 p.m. versions of dishes 
I’ve had better 
Shu mai $7.50 elsewhere; both 
Scallop-shrimp dumplings had some heat, but 
$12.50 lacked the lustiness 
Taro dumplings $5.50 that brings those 
Xiao long bao (4 pieces) $9 dishes to life. Bok 
Dan dan noodles $13 choy in a light 
Mapo tofu $15 garlic sauce was 
Bok choy $12 nice enough, but 
Suckling pig (3 pieces) $30 how excited can 
Peking duck (half) $30 anyone get about 


Cocktails $11-$12 


steamed bok choy? 
The most egre- 

gious thing I could 

bring myself to 


order was the three strips of roasted 
suckling pig, a house specialty, for 
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$30. Each was about an inch wide 

and a half-inch tall, topped with a 
crisp layer of skin as flat and smooth 
as a windowpane, not an easy feat 

to accomplish. But neither it nor the 
meat had much flavor, even when ac- 
cented with the provided hoisin, spicy 
mustard, and onion rings: beautifully 


done, but lacking something essential. 


Like the food, Fulk’s sleek design, 
full of dark wood and stone fixtures, 
is reserved and almost corporate — 
the kind of place a James Bond villain 
would hold court. And the varied 
rooms that jut off the main dining 
area, from the private alcoves to a 
small bar and lounge, are scenic spots 
for an action hero to dodge bullets 
while running out onto the patio, 
past the outdoor kitchen, and finally 
pulling off a daring escape from the 
building’s roof with the Ferry Build- 
ing and Bay Bridge as a backdrop. 

But that was just my imagination 
getting the better of me, because 
ultimately Crystal Jade commits the 
cardinal sin of being boring, serving 
expensive food without bringing 
anything new to the table. Even 
the theatrical flourish of the table- 
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~ Gabrielle Lurie 


Peking duck is carved tableside 
and served in crepes at Crystal 
Jade. 


side-carved Peking duck fell flat, as 
the restaurant had no lights between 
the row of tables by the window and 
the rest of the dining room, and so 
the suited man in blue surgical gloves 
who was carving the duck next to us 
was working in near-darkness. 

We forgot he was there and started 
gossiping about the stress level of our 
waitress, who was dropping off drinks 
and dishes as she sprint-walked past 
our table on the way to somewhere 
else. The duck carver leaned in from 
the gloom and startled us by asking 
a question about how she was doing. 
We giggled nervously and sipped 
our cocktails, which applied of-the- 
moment ingredients like drinking 
vinegars and fancy bitters with 
the finesse of a 10-year-old in her 
mother’s makeup. Then we gazed out 
the picture window to the lights of the 
Ferry Building and the bridge behind 
it and plotted our climactic escape. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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LUNCH 


SPECIALS 
EVERYDAY 


COMES WITH SOUP OF THE DAY + RICE 


STARTING AT 56.95 





DINE IN > PICKUP 
FREE DELIVERY 


525 HAIGHT ST 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94117 


2109 Polk 
345-0600 


415.525.3065 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


ee 
896-0700 668-5 


333 Bush 
421-0700 


$242 22™ St. 
206-0555 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 












Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 


Won Ton 













Pancakes 


Mikkeller BAR 






LUNCH SPECIAL 
BRATWURST + BEER OF THE DAY 
$12.00 M-F 12-4PM 
TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 
FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
un ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com iin: 
34 MASON STREET, SF 
— Hand-Pulled Everyday — www. mikkellerbar.com 


1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 


™BUGNA 
WIStA 


SATE FRALICISCOD 


World Famous 
Original 
"Trish Coffee" 







Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 


Watch all the NFL Playoff 
Games With Us 


Call to reserve 
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Superbowl 
Swacay 
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Alvarado vs Rios 
Welterweight 
‘Ela eyceyarialle) 

sWOOrs Open at 

fom, $10 cover 
Saturday, 

PCA EV VE TaYarz! 
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3200 24th Street 
@ S. Van Ness 
415-550-7510 
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Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 
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FRESH EATS 


Where to Eat 
Foie Gras 


By Pete Kane 


It’s still illegal to produce in 
Spain, but foie gras is once again legal 
in California — and once again the con- 
troversial fatty goose liver is showing 
up on restaurant plates outside of the 
secret demimonde of forbidden plea- 
sures. If you're the sort of person who 
seeks such pleasures, you might be 
wondering just where you can get it, so 
here’s a partial list of the foie gras 
dishes currently being served — one 
which will no doubt continue to grow. 

Keep in mind there may be pro- 
testers. PETA was out in force at One 
Market last week, even though the 
restaurant had not yet begun offering 
a foie gras dish on its menu. 


4505 Meats (Western Addi- 
tion): “Foiedom fries” are a perfect 
accompaniment to duck and chicken 
boudin blanc sausages studded with 
foie gras. 

Californios (Mission): This 
brand-new upscale Mexican restau- 
rant is serving foie gras ice cream 
with apple pieces and crumble. 

Chapeau! (Inner Richmond): It 
is also available with a duck confit sal- 
ad and with filet mignon, and servers 
here have been known to bring slices 
of foie gras to diners as special treats. 

Cockscomb (SOMA): Of course 
Chris Cosentino’s new temple to any 
and all animal parts is serving it. 

Dirty Habit (SOMA): Chef Da- 
vid Bazirgan’s $85 five-course foie 
gras menu was one-night-only, but 
for a restaurant that already serves 
duck liver torchon and seared duck 
liver, expect more. 

Goose & Gander (St. Helena): 
As the name would suggest, foie was 
rather central to the mission of this 
St. Helena standout. It’s serving 
seared foie gras for lunch and dinner. 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots around 
town. To recommend a place, e-mail 
fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


Burma Love: The Inner Richmond’s beloved Burma 
Superstar expands to the Mission with this upper 
Valencia expansion. Expect the usual dishes like tea 
leaf salad and coconut-curry noodles along with 
other Burmese home cooking — and, soon, a full 
liquor license. 211 Valencia 

Californios: The new contemporary Mexican restaurant 
in the Mission from Sons & Daughters alum Val Cantu 
is tasting menu only. The seven-course meal will set 
you back $57 with optional $35 bev pairing, and here’s 





Dirty Habit chef David Bazirgan 
on Instagram, about ten seconds 
after the foie gras news broke. 


Hapa Ramen (Mission): Besides 
posting a Tumblr to its haters and 
taunting them on Twitter, the two- 
month old ramen shop is serving 
grated foie on its ramen, too. 

Hog & Rocks (Mission): $24 is a 
lot for a freaking hamburger, but chef 
Robin Song goes slumming by slap- 
ping it on top of American cheese. 
(Uncannily, this menu item preceded 
the lifting of the ban by only two 
days, and skirted it by providing the 
foie gras gratis.) 

Humphry Slocombe (Mission/ 
Ferry Building): Already sold out of 
its famous foie gras ice cream sand- 
wiches, but will roll them out them 
again this weekend. 

Jardiniere (Hayes Valley): Tra- 
ci de Jardins and company are serv- 
ing a foie gras terrine for $30. 

La Toque (Napa): Take a spin 
up north and thank (or yell at) chef 
Ken Frank for his efforts in getting 
the ban overturned. La Toque’s four- 
and five-course tasting menus now 
include a seared New York foie gras 
with persimmon and cherry vinegar 
oolong broth, paired with a 2006 
Sauternes. 

Les Clos (SOMA): The wine bar 
from Saison veterans instantly put 
a torchon of foie gras back on the 
menu, as a small or large plate, served 
with prunes, apple butter, and pick- 
led chanterelles. 


the kicker: You don’t see the menu until it’s all over 
(accommodations can be made for vegetarians). 3115 
22nd St., 757-0994, californiossf.com 

Kobe: The Inner Richmond gets another Korean bar- 
becue place, this one from the team behind izakaya 
Kaiju Eats. The eclectic menu also features ginseng 
chicken, ramen, and fried rice with Kobe beef. 4116 
Geary, 702-6695 

The Progress: The long-anticipated second restaurant 
from State Bird Provisions chefs/owners Stuart Brioza 
and Nicole Krasinski has finally arrived. The menu is 
all family-style meals in various configurations of 
courses. Good luck getting a reservation (the bar 
is open for walk-ins). 1525 Fillmore, 673-1294, 
theprogress-sf.com 
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Atelier Crenn (Marina): Dom- 
inique Crenn was known to milk- 
poach, freeze, and shave foie gras, 
and pair it with a wide variety of 
dishes, including cold pea soup or 
pickled cherries. We’re banking on 
her versatility to make a comeback. 

Benu (SOMA): Chef Corey Lee’s 
foie gras xiaolongbao (Shanghai dump- 
lings) were widely considered to be 
ethereal, with Michael Bauer calling 
them “astounding” in his four-star 
review. 

Craftsman & Wolves (Mis- 
sion): Having opened just before the 
ban went into place, this patisserie 
teased us with The Devil Within, a 
muffin with foie gras and caramel 
inside. Hank Williams never tasted so 
buttery. 

Le P’Tit Laurent (Glen Park): 
Formerly a mainstay of this bistro’s 
menu, foie gras terrine with toast 
seems set to return. 

One Market (Embarcadero): 
Once the ship comes in, Chef Mark 
Dommen will be pan-searing his foie 
gras and plating it with duck dashi 
broth and seaweed. 

Presidio Social Club (Presi- 
dio): Owing to its curious position in 
a national park, Presidio Social Club 
claimed not to be under the jurisdic- 
tion of California law, and served foie 
gras sliders openly until March 2013. 


An Answer 
to Hungover 
Prayers 


By Anna Roth 


For everyone who has spent a 
morning hungover in bed wishing for 
magic breakfast burrito delivery, Sprig 
has come to the rescue. The popular 
food-delivery app, which brings 
healthyish dinners to your door in 
around 10-15 minutes, is now deliver- 
ing brunch on the weekends. 

The service started Saturday, Jan. 
10 (10 a.m.-4 p.m.). Expect things like 
a Colman Ranch pulled-pork breakfast 
burrito, organic veggie goat-cheese 
frittata, kumquat blintzes, French 
toast bake, pastries from local bak- 
eries, and drinks like cold-pressed 
organic orange juice and Ritual cold- 
brewed coffee with almond milk. 

Brunch is part of a batch of im- 
provements it rolled out in the new 
year, including delivery to the Pen- 
insula and expanded hours in S.F. 
(10 a.m.-10 p.m. daily). In 2015 the 
company will also bring in more guest 
chefs for dinner and brunch, building 
on last year’s guest appearances from 
Tim Acheulta from ICHI Sushi and 
Nick Balla and Cortney Burns from 
Bar Tartine, among others. 
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THE BYGONE PRIORITIES OF YOUTH 


Paradise Lost 


Back in high school (I don’t re- 
member which year) I was in choir with 
this kid who'd tried but failed to bully 
me. We saw each other every day, and 
lived in a hostile détente — it seemed 
like fighting could erupt again at any 
moment. 

Then, on an out-of-town choir 
trip, we both walked up to our hotel 
lobby’s game of Double Dragon at 
the same time. And since it was a 
two-player game, we reluctantly de- 
cided to put our quarters in together 
and fight as a team, because there 
wasn't enough time for us to fight 
over who got to play and still actually 
play before the bus left. 

We did really well, and the hostili- 
ty vanished by the time the game was 
over. Not only were we friendly, we 
actually started hanging out on other 
choir trips. 

What was that? I dunno. 

But I hope it explains why 
I — and so many other 
San Franciscans — 
were so excited to 
learn that a bar with 
an old-style arcade 
was opening on 
Market Street. 

Those games ... 

if you were a kid 

of any age in the 

era of arcades, 

those stand-alone 
games were a cross 
between a secret 
language and a ward- 
robe to Narnia. You 
put your quarters in and 
magic happened. 

Arcades were magical to 
me then; bars are magical to me 
now. You'd think this would be a win- 
ning combination. The whole point is 
that this ought to be a winning com- 
bination. The harmony of nostalgia 
and alcohol sounds like money. 

Yet cognitive dissonance set in 
from the moment I walked through 
the door. 

The new bar, Brewcade, is a nicely 
styled “industrial” space, which real 
arcades never were. Real arcades 
always looked like someone under- 
stood the health code in theory but 
not in practice. Brewcade features a 
good mix of communal seating and 
small tables, and there are a bunch of 
machines in the back as advertised. 
But in as stark a departure from my 
childhood as I can imagine, it was the 
beer list that got me excited. 

The beer list is goddamn amazing. 
Not everything I could want, but 
so much better than I had any right 
to expect. It features a lot of local 
brewers, California breweries, some 
Dogfish Head, a number of Belgians 
... [was so taken aback by it that I 
ordered a cocktail on draft, a winter 





AIGTILLATION 





white sangria (white aromatized 
wine, pear, cinnamon, anise), just be- 
cause it was easy to figure out which 
drink on that list I wanted while I 
gave the beer list a good look. It was a 
tasty delaying tactic. 

The snack menu just annoyed me: 
It read like a cribbed list of signature 
dishes that other S.F. bars do well. But 
Brewcade hit it out of the park where 
it really counted. Good ambiance, 
good service, great beer ... and the 
bathrooms have that rare “new bar” 
cleanliness. (Enjoy it while you can.) 

No arcade is silent, yet somehow 
this one didn’t call to me. I kept wait- 
ing to get excited. After drinking a 
Tequila Barrel Noir stout produced 
by Almanac here in the city, I perused 
the games. Pac Man, Ms. Pac Man, De- 
fender, Joust, Donkey Kong Jr., Paper- 

boy, Willow, Big Buck Hunter, 
Street Fighter 2... 
I felt nothing. 
This was what 
I'd come for. Why 
wasn't it working 
for me? 

Was it too 
small to compare 
with the arcades 
of my childhood, 
which were 
usually giant 
cavernous rooms 

the size of roller 
rinks? Were the 
games on display 
not attached to 
specific memories? 
(Well, Street Fighter 2 
... oh the stories I won't 
bore you with about that 
game ...) Is it a case of technology 
shoving me out of nostalgia, now 
that I have access to more advanced 
games than anything there, not just 
at my home, but on my phone? Was 
it that games were 50 cents when 
all right-thinking people know they 
should cost a quarter? 

I’m truly baffled. Brewcade gets 
me as a bar and loses me as an ar- 
cade, and I feel like I’m betraying 
something I really believed in when 
Iwas 15. 

I sat back down, order a Prior 8 
dubbel, and wondered whether it was 
me or the world that had changed 
so much. Somebody put Cher’s “Tf I 
Could Turn Back Time” on the juke- 
box. 

You can’t, and the truth is I don’t 
know if it’s worth it. Maybe the ar- 
cade, for all its wonder, was just a 
waiting room to distract children, 
rather than a magical world. 


Brewcade 
2200 Market 


Benjamin@omnibucket.com 
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“YOU MISS SO MANY GREAT EXPERIENCES IF YOU SAY ‘NO."” 


Undaunted 


By Lou Fancher 


Elvis Costello is far too big and 
still too disgruntled to fit into a sound 
bite. 

Which is good, because the chip 
remaining on the singer, songwriter, 
composer, and guitar player’s tuneful 
shoulders is a better semi-conductor 
than silicon. Edgy energy has electri- 
fied his 35-plus years of music-making 
and tilted Costello along a career that 
includes induction (with The Attrac- 
tions) into the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame in 2003; writing more than 500 
original songs in multiple musical 
genres; collaborating with, among 
others, Burt Bacharach, The Brodsky 
Quartet, Paul McCartney, jazz master 
Allen Toussaint, choreographer Twyla 
Tharp and his wife, jazz pianist and 
singer Diana Krall; winning Oscar and 
Grammy nominations and numerous 
industry awards. And, next week, an 
upcoming performance with Music Di- 
rector Michael Tilson Thomas and the 
San Francisco Symphony Orchestra. 

Costello will appear as The Nar- 
rator in Stravinsky’s L’Histoire du 
Soldat (The Soldier’s Tale), Jan. 16-18 
at Davies Symphony Hall. Actor Mal- 
colm McDowell will play The Devil. 
Also on the program, John Adams 
will conduct his work Grand Pianola 
Music with pianists Orli Shaham and 
Marc-André Hamelin and vocalists 
Synergy Vocals. 

It’s not the first time Costello and 
Tilson Thomas’ paths have crossed. In 
2002, Tilson Thomas and the London 
Symphony Orchestra recorded Costel- 
lo’s full length Symphonic work, I 
Sogno, on Deutsche Grammophon. 
Costello also appeared with the SFSO 
in his better-known capacity as a 
singer/songwriter/guitarist in 2006. 

In an interview with SF Weekly 
one week before he returns to cele- 
brate Tilson Thomas’ 70th birthday 
(a special Jan. 15 performance hints 
at “surprise guests” that one can 
imagine might include Costello), he 
recalled the start of their friendship. 

“Michael was asked to look at a 
ballet score I wrote,” Costello says. “It 
didn’t do what orchestral pieces gen- 
erally do. It was an outline of episodic 
elements. I thought he’d toss it out of 
the window in 10 minutes.” 

Costello says he’d learned to no- 
tate music on an as-needed basis. 
Given projects that required it be- 
cause the performers were classically 
trained, he’d sat down with pencil 
in hand — no trick-writing with 
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software and an electric keyboard, or 
relying on his remarkable “play it by 
ear” history. “I learned to write music 
down for chamber groups and jazz or- 
chestras,” he says. “When I think I’m 
not equipped [with the knowledge or 
ability to handle a given project], I 
get the skills.” 

Instead of tossing his score aside, 
Tilson Thomas gave it credence by ask- 
ing the then-fledgling classical com- 
poser specific questions, Costello says. 

“He asked why I turned certain 
corners. The problem [with the score] 
was that if you took away the dancing 
action, it seemed static, so I rewrote 
large sections. He just circled places 
in the score; it was a truly creative 
critique.” 





Courtesy of the S.F. Symphony 


Costello values Tilson Thomas’s 
deep, nuanced approach. “He’s a won- 
derful communicator,” says Costello. 
“He has an opinion that’s worth lis- 
tening to for any piece of music.” 

Preparing for his turn as The 
Narrator, Costello says language, 
pauses, emphasis on specific words, 
and synchronicity with the other 
actors and musicians are all key toa 
convincing performance. Because the 
tale of a Faustian bargain, written by 
C.F, Ramuz and based on a Russian 
folk story, is a translation from its 
original language to English, he sug- 
gests the flow must be particularly 
well-modulated. 

“[As a singer] I practice deliver- 
ing a lot of syllables in time all the 
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time. With this piece, I wait for cues 
and the nuances of the music, but 
mostly, I’m relying on Michael’s di- 
rection.” 

Calling himself “the wild card” 
relative to McDowell’s established 
acting chops, he says, “I imagine 
we'll rehearse, we won't be just going 
up there and sketching it through.” 

Having come off a recent Hol- 
lywood Bowl show that allowed 
only 18 minutes of rehearsal for a 
six-minute set, Costello promises 
that even the few hair-raising mo- 
ments that happen with profession- 
als will be kept to a minimum at Da- 
vies Hall because of the man at the 
center: “It’s Michael,” he says. 

But also, it’s Costello. Asked 
if he’s ever been frightened by a 
project, he bristles at the idea, then 
describes what’s at the heart of his 
music. 

“I don’t think the things I find my- 
self doing involve risk. If you’re not 
daunted by what you're doing, you're 
doing the wrong thing. Rock music 
can be just as challenging as anything. 
[As for collaborations], I’ve felt there’s 
always been an invitation from some- 
one. They say, ‘Would you like to do 
this?’ and I think, ‘What do I have to 
lose?’ I don’t let what other people 
will think determine what I do. That’s 
why I got into music in the first place, 
to make my own statement.” 

Collaborations have given him 
close to 400 songs and a trip to what 
he calls “the edges of music,’ where 
the mystery of human performance 
lights up a show with danger. He says 
the essential, forward thrust keeps 
music from becoming a tired ritual. 

“We’ve all been in a concert hall 
and sensed the orchestra is playing 
out of obligation, but I don’t think 
that happens in San Francisco very 
often,” he says. 

And it’s unlikely to occur when 
Costello takes his no-holds philoso- 
phy onstage, looking for danger and 
blind to risk. 

“You miss so many great experi- 
ences if you say ‘No,” he insists. “I 
don’t agonize about how it might go 
wrong. There’s so much more to be 
had from jumping in than from sit- 
ting and being afraid of it or worrying 
what other people will say about you.” 


MTT conducts The Soldier’s Tale, 
featuring Elvis Costello 

Times vary, Friday, Jan. 16 through 
Sunday, Jan. 18, at Davies Symphony 
Hall. $43-$115; sfsymphony.org. 


THE CALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT 


JANUARY 15-21, 2015 





35 


¢ RESULTS 


* COMMUNITY DRIVEN 


¢ PREVENTIVE CARE FOR CYCLISTS 


my 
P\ 


DEEP SF & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 
BLACK COFFEE - MARQUES WYATT 


i | 


ROBOT EARS & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


JULIAN JEWEIL Lt ° JUSTIN JAMES 
(MINUS) 


‘ 


FACE & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


PSYCHEMAGIK 
ERIC DUNCAN (NYC) 


ICEE HOT PRESENTS 
b YEAR ANNIVERSARY & 26 HOUR GOODBYE PARTY 


ROBERT HOOD © ANDY STOTT 
GERD JANSON & MANY MORE 


FRIDAY 1.16 - LOFT 
SURE THING: MINIMAL WAVE & CITITRAX SHOWCASE 


SATURDAY 1.17 - LOFT 
FLEETMAC WOOD: BIG LOVE DISCO 


SUNDAY 1.17 - LOFT 
SUNDAY MASS 


TUESDAY 1.27 
NPR'S THE MOTH: STORYSLAM 





36 JANUARY 15-21, 2015 


“CANCER WAS A BIG, BEAUTIFUL WAKE-UP CALL.” 


Music Heroes: 
Kyle Lesley 


By Hiya Swanhuyser 


Music Heroes is anew column 
celebrating the behind-the-scenes people who 
make music in the Bay Area happen: the 
independent booking agents, house show 
hosts, small-potatoes producers, record 
stores, record labels, door people, flyer artists, 
listings editors, social media ding-dongs, 
habitual audience members, and more. Catch 
it online every Monday at sfweekly.com. 


I met Kyle Lesley at Occupy San Francisco, 
in October of 2011. The local musician 
had abandoned his sublet, quit his job, and 
sold all his stuff to live on the streets 
downtown. 

“Everyone would create, share food, 
and do everything together for free,” he 
tells me. We're perched at a sunny cafe 
table in early 2015, and he still sounds ex- 
cited about Occupy. He went, he says, out 
of frustration with the same injustices 
that concerned most of the U.S. that win- 
ter — corporate personhood, staggering 
economic inequalities, bad bank behavior. 

“I was never a political person,” he 
says. “I just couldn't believe this was 
happening in America.” His stay at the 
camp also led him to a new understand- 
ing of his job as sound engineer. “It was 
all based on volunteerism, outside of 
the basic structures of like, alright, this 
is my value, so you're going to pay me X 
amount for my time. That led to me doing 
work-exchange things for bands, record- 
ing records for free, throwing these music 
festivals.” One of those festivals was 
2012’s reinvented version of the iconic 
1968 Human Be-In. “Everybody was on 
acid, it was awesome,’ Lesley enthuses. 

“He had fully invested himself in it,” 
fellow musician Joe Lewis says of the 
involvement with Occupy, “as he fully 
invests himself in everything he truly 
believes in. Call me jaded, but at first I 
just assumed he was a young naive ide- 
alist of sorts. Nothing could be further 
from the truth.” 

Naturally, no one knew that two 
years later, Lesley would be diagnosed 
with stage four metastatic melanoma. 

In a post on All Shook Down last 
week, I used the phrase “for the love and 
for the love only” to describe the way 
small music venues operate, so it strikes 
me right away that with Kyle Lesley, ev- 
eryone wants to talk about love. He talks 
about love. His friends talk about love. 
Even people who don’t know him espe- 
cially well are quick to talk about kind- 
ness and emotion. “He’s so sweet,” says 
Seaweed Sway producer Jessie Woletz. “I 
find him really inspiring.” 
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Lesley lives in Boulder Creek, in the 
Santa Cruz Mountains, and commutes 
to Los Angeles for a monthly treatment. 
He’s been on three so far: two clinical 
trials and now, the “game-changer,” 
recently approved immunotherapy drug 
Keytruda. “It’s chemo, but I don’t get 
nearly as sick, I don’t lose my hair.” The 
treatment cost is $14,000 per intrave- 
nous infusion, but Lesley’s co-pay is far 
less thanks to Medicaid. Still, “It’s about 
10 grand a year, just to kinda keep me 
alive, at this point.” 

Task how long he expects to be on 
Keytruda. “In theory, if this stuff works, 
I'll probably be taking it the rest of my 
life.” Fortunately, part of the love thing 
means appreciating what he has. “Can- 
cer was a big, beautiful wake-up call,” 
he says, a call to self-care, and self-love, 
and self-compassion. And it seems to be 
working: Here he is, sitting in the Mis- 
sion sunshine, signature red beanie over 
coppery mop-top, talking about music, 
and how he wound up as a “sound guy.” 

“I got started because I play guitar, I 
played in bands, I toured, played the open 
mics at Hotel Utah and Cafe International, 
that kind of stuff. I got involved because 
I really wanted to cultivate and be a part 


Kyle 
Lesley 


of the music scene that is San Francisco. 
But I think it’s like any other place — you 
have to scratch beneath the surface to find 
the good culture. I know L.A’s that way. 
[Becoming a sound engineer] really was a 
kind of punk rock DIY approach for me.” 

He lived in an old Thrasher mag- 
azine-owned warehouse, and put on 
shows with “a cheap shitty PA I got from 
Craigslist. We'd charge like five bucks.” 
He went on from there to get hired at 
small clubs like Amnesia, Viracocha, and 
111 Minna. “That’s where I got my chops 
as far as being a dependable, reliable, 
technically skilled sound person.” 

Describing the nuts and bolts of sit- 
ting behind a board full of knobs, Lesley 
tilts unsurprisingly toward the positive. 
“It means saying yes. Most of the time. 
Within reason. If a certain song needs 
reverb on the second verse, I'll go ahead 
and do that.” Still, “Occasionally I have 
to say no. Like to people that maybe 
view a small venue like it’s an arena rock 
show. I can’t give you reverb in your 
monitor!” As for the big question — why 
do so many people do so much shit work 
to make live music happen — he goes 


back to his roots as a guitar-player’s son 
growing up in Stockton. 

“IT wanted to help cultivate this com- 
munity that I really grew up obsessing 
over, reading books and magazines and 
watching documentaries, dreaming 
about it. And I realized that it wasn’t just 
going to happen to me. I had to work. 
[had to get in there and meet people. I 
had to say ‘Hey, I want to record you, or 
I'll come and run sound for free, or let’s 
organize this festival, I have access to this 
gear, a couple microphones, let’s make 
it happen. I really wanted to be a part 
of the music culture of San Francisco. I 
realized it wasn’t going to be given to me, 
just because I played guitar, or smiled, or 
wore the right clothes. I actually wanted 
to be this reliable, dependable, talented 
person. People knew that my heart was 
in the right place, and I wanted to work. 
I wasn’t just going to ask for things. I 
wanted to prove that I could contribute.” 

It seems he’s succeeded, Woletz tells 
me. As part of a major push to organize 
an upcoming benefit for Lesley, she says 
she’s been surprised. “I didn’t realize 
how interwoven he is in the music com- 
munity, how many people he’s touched. 
People are ready to rally.” Lewis agrees, 





praising his friend effusively. “Kyle is an 
angel on earth in my opinion. Complete- 
ly driven and motivated by his love of 
life and people, not afraid to completely 
back it wp with his full mind, body, and 
soul. Kyle Lesley is a true hero.” 

As we stand up to part ways, I ask if 
Lesley has any local music heroes of his 
own. He names a lot of names, and then 
pauses. “Don't forget the people coming 
and cleaning up at the end of the night. 
The people throwing out the trash, the 
broken beer bottles. Do you know...” I 
can see why people love this guy. 


Seaweed Sway presents a 
fundraiser for Kyle Lesley, 

with Mariee Sioux, Future Twin, 
T.V. Mike and the Scarecrowes, 
and Michael Musika 

7:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 30, 

at Amnesia. $10-$30; 
amnesiathebar.com 


To contribute to the fundraiser 

for Kyle’s treatment, visit 
giveforward.com/fundraiser/yy56/ 
kyle-lesley-stage-4-cancer-fund. 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Less ls More 


By Chris Zaldua 


In music, building a movement 
doesn’t come easy. It requires you to have 
the right people, the right sound, the right 
network, and perhaps most importantly, 
the right timing. In 2005, Veronica Vasicka 
launched her record label called Minimal 
Wave, dedicated to reissuing lost, forgot- 
ten synth-pop from the 1980s that lan- 
guished underneath the glut of new wave 
that flooded the radio and, later, MTV. The 
label's first release, a reissue of Oppen- 
heimer Analysis’s self-titled EP laid out a 
perfect blueprint for what was to come, re- 
cord after record of catchy, minimal (hence 
the label name, which was later retroac- 
tively adopted to describe the music itself), 
slightly gothic electronic pop. 

It came at just the right time — for 
a confluence of reasons, various subcul- 
tures picked up on the minimal wave 
sound. It was simultaneously old but 
new, highly danceable, vocal-centric, and 
remarkably catchy. For most of the latter 
half of the aughts, it was the sound on 
alternative, underground dancefloors. 
Its popularity has died down somewhat, 
but it remains as brilliant as ever, and 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


Haceteria presents Xerome, Sponge 
Bath, and Drippy Inputs at F8, 9 p.m.-4 
a.m. Friday, Jan. 16. $10; feightsf.com 
After a brief hiatus, Haceteria is back, doing 
what it does best — presenting live electronic 
music by up-and-coming artists from around 
the United States. This time around the crew 
has invited three folks from North Carolina: 
Xerome, Drippy Inputs, and Sponge Bath. Xe- 
rome produces raw, gritty techno, not unlike 
the kind of thing you might find on New York's 
LILES. record label, but with a melodic acid 
edge. It's excellent stuff - the kind of thing 
you should go see So you Can say you were 
there before he blew up. Drippy is even more 
raw, with broken-beat rhythms and corrosive 
blasts of noise. Of the three, Sponge Bath's 
sound is perhaps the cleanest and most 
straightforward, but is no less groovy than 
the others. Between and after the live sets, 
the Hac resident DJs (Nihar, Tristes Tropiques, 
and Smac) will DJ retro-styled house and 
techno, keeping the dancefloor bumping. 


Bananas No. 2 with Huerco S., Sage Cas- 
well, and Dr. Sleep at Underground SF, 10 
p.m.-2 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 17. $5-$10; 
undergroundsf.com 

Bananas, the party that’s not a fruit, returns 
very soon after its first inaugural bash for 
part two, with a very similar theme, combin- 
ing the talents of a steadily rising American 
outsider-house producer (Huerco S.) with an 
L.A.-based DJ/producer (Sage Caswell) and a 
San Francisco-based stalwart (Dr. Sleep). 
Hailing from Kansas City and based out of 
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lately, Vasicka has been exploring the 
nether-regions between minimal wave, 
dark techno, and the Belgian-flavored 
styles of dance music known as new beat 
and E.B.M. (“electronic body music”). 
Her DJ sets combine the vintage with 
the brand-new in a way that makes per- 
fect sense, outlining the links between 
the past and the present. 

She’s joined by Silent Servant, aka 
Juan Mendez, one of the most import- 
ant figures in techno and post-industrial 
music of the past decade. Early in his 
career, Mendez lived in San Francisco 
and contributed to the city’s nascent 
minimal techno sound; later, in L.A., he 
revolutionized the world of techno as 
part of the Sandwell District collective. 


Brooklyn, Huerco S. belongs to a cohort of 
young American producers (including prior 
Bananas guest Austin Cesear, Anthony Na- 
ples, Gunnar Haslam, and more) who have, 
for the past several years, gained interna- 
tional renown by treading on the edges of 
contemporary house and techno music, cre- 
ating music that’s murky, mysterious, and 
abstract - but nonetheless fully primed for 
the dancefloor. Sage Caswell creates deep 
house with a sunny outlook, and Dr. Sleep 
remains one of our city’s finest techno DJs. 
Bananas residents Steph and Ford Prefect 
will open the festivities. 


Lights Down Low featuring Horse Meat 
Disco at Monarch, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. Satur- 
day, Jan. 17. $20; monarchsf.com 

One of London's longest-running and most 
well-known club nights, Horse Meat Disco 
has long since burst out of the confines of 
its stuffy native Kingdom and are, at this 
point, a global institution. Designed as an 
homage to the classic New York disco and 
queer club scene of the 1970s, Horse Meat 
Disco began as a weekly Sunday night party 
(that still continues to this day, a de- 
cade-plus later) that became raucously pop- 
ular, eventually becoming known as the 
“queer party for everyone.” Courtesy of resi- 
dent DJs James Hillard, Jim Stanton, Luke 
Howard, and Severino Panzetta, the Horse 
Meat Disco soundtrack is - as you might 
imagine - disco to the core, composed of 
the sweaty, sexy classics of yesteryear (the 
kind of thing you might have heard at a New 


» Veronica Vasicka 
- Dazed 


He injected the sound, attitude, and 
atmosphere of post-punk into tech- 

no, bridging two seemingly disparate 
worlds. AN-i, responsible for some of 
2014’s most lethal techno records (re- 
leased on Vasicka’s other record label 
Cititrax), will join Mendez behind the 
decks. Last but not least is the local sup- 
port, from Aaron J, Justin Anastasi, and 
Rachel Aiello. 


Sure Thing presents the Minimal 
Wave Showcase featuring 
Veronica Vasicka, Silent Servant, 
and AN-iat Public Works, 

9:30 p.m.-3:30 a.m. 

Friday, Jan. 16. $15-$20; 
publicsf.com 


York Club in 1978, for instance) and newer 
cuts, including disco-flavored house music. 
Lights Down Low residents Richie Panic and 
Myles Cooper will prime the floor for the 
Horse Meat boys to close it out later on. 


Honey Soundsystem’s Martin Luther 
King Day Sunday with Prosumer at 
Mighty, 10 p.m.-4 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 18. 
$15-$20; mighty119.com 

There's one guest who has played at Honey 
Soundsystem parties more than any other 
since the party's inception some eight or so 
years ago, and that’s Prosumer, aka Achim 
Brandenburg, a German house music DJ who 
has quietly and steadily become one of the 
world’s most in-demand DJs. He spent much 
of the latter half of the ‘00s as a resident DJ 
at Berlin's legendary Panorama Bar, the 
house-flavored sister-club of Berghain, where 
he honed his style, a blend of the best of vin- 
tage Chicago jackin’ house (think Larry Heard 
and Ron Trent) with the disco that these leg- 
ends drew from, plus, of course, modern 
deep- and disco-flavored house tunes. The 
reason he's such a fine DJ (and the reason 
Honey has brought him back to San Francisco 
SO many times) is his love for music, and it 
shows when he's DJing — his passion comes 
through in his selections and the energy he 
gives back to the crowd when he's behind the 
decks. As always, the Honey Soundsystem 
crew (Josh Cheon, Robot Hustle, Jason Ken- 
dig, and Jackie House) will be joining him, and 
you can expect Mighty to be transformed into 
a full-scale visual extravaganza. 
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ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
THURSDAY, JANUARY:15:9°PM - $7 
DIRTY BOOTS, 
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LEE BOB .& THE TRUTH 


FRIDAY, JANUARY. 16:10 PM'- $13 
WX evo }-y > (eles B- 
AFROBEAT 
Sb S| =4 
BLAGK WATER: GOLD, 
DJ JUAN: G (oigein For GoL0) 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 17-10 PM - $10 
SPINNING 605.50UL 45S 


SATURDAY NICHT 
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pus DJ GARIOGA 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 2OND°9PM $7 
STYMIE 
& THE PIMP. JONES 
LUV ORCHESTRA 


BIG BLU-SOUL:REVUE 


UPCOMING oH WS 


FRI 1/23, 120° MINUTES: 
BRENMAR/ SASHA GO HARD 
SAT 1/24. CULT-OF YOUTH/ HIVE MIND 
SUN 1/25 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 
WED 1/26-SMOKED-OUT SOUL 
THU 1/29-KOKOMO HUM 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
Shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


THURSDAY 1/15 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. French Cas- 
settes; Oh, Rose; Spooky Mansion; David Moss; DJ 
Honeycomb Brown, 8 p.m., $7. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Crash & 
Burn, Cornelius Asperger & The Bi-Curious Unicorns, 
Death Cheetah, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Life 
Stinks, Dancer, Slick, 10 p.m., $5. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. 0, Annie Girl 
& The Flight, Balms, 8 p.m., $10. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. The Dictators 
NYC, Angry Samoans, Motor 666, The Unfortunate 


CONCERTS 
THURSDAY 1/15 


10th Annual Voices of Latin Rock Autism Aware- 
ness Benefit: Benefit for the Alex Speaks 
Foundation with Lydia Pense, Karl Perazzo, 
Tony Lindsay, Rick Stevens, Richard Bean, John 
Santos Quintet, Little Willie G, Pat Vegas, Quino, 
more, 6 p.m., $55-$150. Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 
Columbus, San Francisco. 

Berkeley Symphony: Sanctuary: 8 p.m., $15-$74. 
UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, 
Berkeley. 

FolkYeah 10-Year Anniversary with The Fresh & 
Onlys: W/ Cool Ghouls, Mr. Elevator & The Brain 
Hotel, Fine Points, 7:30 p.m., $16. Great Amer- 
ican Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

New Music Gathering: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., $30-$60. 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, 
San Francisco. 

Presidio Concerts: 10th Anniversary Celebration: 
7 p.m., donation. Presidio Golden Gate Club, 135 
Fisher, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: MTT 70th Birthday Gala: Featur- 
ing guest performers Emanuel Ax, Jeremy Denk, 
Marc-André Hamelin, Jean-Yves Thibaudet, and 
Yuja Wang, 8 p.m., $75-$250. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 1/16 


The Calling All Choir: Season Finale: Directed by 
Mark Growden, 8 p.m., $25-$40. First Unitarian 
Church, 685 14th St., Oakland. 

Dave Matthews & Tim Reynolds: 7:30 p.m., 
sold out. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, 
Oakland. 

The Edwardian World's Faire: W/ Diego's Um- 
brella, Eric McFadden, The John Brothers Piano 


Bastard, 8 p.m., $18. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Kid 
Congo & The Pink Monkey Birds, Uke-Hunt, DJ 
Omar, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “iPan Dulce!,” 
9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of ‘84,"’ w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “’X0,'’10 p.m., $5. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “F-Stop," 9 p.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Redisco: Thrift Shop Thursdays,” Third Thursday 
of every month, 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘1999," w/ VJ Mark 
Andrus, 9 p.m., free. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. The Star Star Revue, w/ Jocquese Whitfield, 
The Fossettes, Benjamin Turner, Kerri Kresinski, 
Cassandra Dandra, plus DJs Andre, dav0, and Dials, 
9 p.m.,515-$20. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bubble,” 
10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Waka 
Flocka Flame, Dotcom, UltraViolet, Napsty, Thizz 


Company, Shovelman, DJ Fact.50, DJ Shakti 

Bliss, Cyclecide, Kinetic Steam Works, Vau de 
Vire Society, much more, 8 p.m., $48-$95. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

The Farallon Quintet: 8 p.m., $5-$20. Old First 
Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, San 
Francisco. 

Fritz Montana: W/ Scissors for Lefty, Hooded 
Fang, 9 p.m., $13. Great American Music Hall, 
859 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 

New Music Gathering: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., $30-$60. 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, 
San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: The Soldier's Tale: W/ guest 
pianists Orli Snaham & Marc-André Hamelin, 
narration by Elvis Costello, and Malcolm Mc- 
Dowell as the Devil, 6:30 p.m., $15-$158. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

The Wood Brothers: W/ Mandolin Orange, 9 p.m., 
$27.50-$39.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 
Geary, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 1/17 


Adia Chan: 7:30 p.m., $58-$108. Nourse Theatre, 
275 Hayes, San Francisco. 

Alexander String Quartet: 10 a.m., $30-$55. 
SFJAZZ Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 
Big Head Todd & The Monsters: 8 p.m., $35- 
$47 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 

Francisco. 

Broadway Song & Dance: A Musical Revue: 8 
p.m., $40. Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Dave Matthews & Tim Reynolds: 7:30 p.m., sold 
out. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, 
Oakland. 

15th Annual Edwardian Ball: The Beastly Baby: 
W/ Vau de Vire Society, Rosin Coven, The John 
Brothers Piano Company, Shovelman, Jet Black 
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Markie, Lé Swndle, WolfBitch, Teleport, 10 p.m., 
$22.50+ advance. 

50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
“Block-Knocker," w/ Show Banga, Konfadential, 
Wigz, Odd Fella, MC Persistence, DMC, Playa Play, 
French Vanilla, DJ Mollygag, 10 p.m., $5. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. ‘Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Peaches,” 
w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m.., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Mountain 
Dojo, 8 p.m., free. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Acoustic 
Open Mic, 7 p.m., free. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum: 736 Mission, San 
Francisco. Laurie Lewis, 6:30 p.m., free with 
museum admission. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Freedy 
Johnston, Bob Hillman, 9 p.m., $15. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Emperor 
Norton Céilf Band, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Quinn DeVeaux, 8:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Vijay Anderson 
Quartet, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, 8 p.m. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Dan Zemelman 
Quartet, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 


Pearl, Fou Fou Ha!, DJ Delachaux, The Klown, 
Miz Margo, much more, 8 p.m., $55-$100. The 
Regency Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Foreverland: W/ The Cheeseballs, 9 p.m., $22. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

Marcus Roberts: 7:30 p.m., $30-$55. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

New Music Gathering: 9 a.m.-5 p.m., $30-$60. 
San Francisco Conservatory of Music, 50 Oak, 
San Francisco. 

San Francisco Chamber Orchestra: Very First 
Concert - Bang on a Pan: 2:45 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m., free. Calvary Presbyterian Church, 2515 
Fillmore, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: The Soldier's Tale: W/ guest 
pianists Orli Shaham & Marc-André Hamelin, 
narration by Elvis Costello, and Malcolm Mc- 
Dowell as the Devil, 8 p.m., $15-$158. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Strangelove: W/ Temptation, Luv'n Rockets, 9 p.m., 
$15. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 


SUNDAY 1/18 


Anne Sofie von Otter with Angela Hewitt: 7 
p.m., sold out. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 
San Francisco. 

The Budos Band: 8 p.m., $25-$35 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Frequency 49: Free Play: 4 p.m., $5-$20. Old 
First Presbyterian Church, 1751 Sacramento, 
San Francisco. 

In the Name of Love: The 13th Annual Musical 
Tribute Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.: 
W/ The Dynamic Miss Faye Carol, Linda Tillery, 
Gina Breedlove, Melanie DeMore, Tammy Hall, 
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir, Oakland Chil- 
dren's Community Choir, Dana King, Mayor Libby 
Schaaf, more, 7 p.m., $23-$25 ($8 for children 
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Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, First 
and Third Thursday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Nocoasters, 
7p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Charlie Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. West Side Jazz 

Club, 9 p.m., free. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Big Mountain, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. John 
Garcia Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Presidio Officers’ Club: 50 Moraga, San Francisco. 
“MLK & The Blues," w/ The Marcus Shelby Trio, 
7p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Christopher 
Ford, Third Thursday of every month, 4 p.m.; Craig 
Horton, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


CounterPULSE: 1310 Mission, San Francisco. Sonic 
Body Series #8, experimental dance/music >> 


ages 12 & under). Scottish Rite Center, 1547 
Lakeside, Oakland. 

Itzhak Perlman: 7 p.m., $45-$175. Davies Sym- 
phony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Kronos Quartet with Wu Man: 7 p.m., $68. 
UC Berkeley, Hertz Hall, College & Bancroft, 
Berkeley. 

McCoy Tyner Trio: Echoes with a Friend: W/ Kenny 
Barron & Geri Allen, 7 p.m., $40-$125. SFJAZZ 
Center, 201 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Pallade Musica: 4 p.m., $30-$35. Church of the 
Advent, 261 Fell, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: The Soldier's Tale: W/ guest 
pianists Orli Snaaham & Marc-André Hamelin, 
narration by Elvis Costello, and Malcolm Mc- 
Dowell as the Devil, 2 p.m., $15-$158. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


MONDAY 1/19 


Earplay: West Coast Legacies 1: 7:30 p.m., $10- 
$25. ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., San Francisco. 

MLK2015 Music Festival: 1 p.m., free. Yerba Buena 
Gardens, Fourth St. & Mission, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 1/20 


Lera Auerbach with Daniel Hope & Joshua 
Roman: 7:30 p.m., $40-$65. SFJAZZ Center, 
201 Franklin, San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY 1/21 


Patti Smith: 8 p.m., $39.50-$52 advance. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT & featured pianist Yefim 
Bronfman, 8 p.m., $15-$154. Davies Symphony 
Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Willie Watson: W/ Mikaela Davis, 8 p.m., $21. 
Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 
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collaborations featuring Christine Bonansea & 
Jorge Bachman, Dohee Lee & Adria Otte, and the 
Lab Improvisation Group, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. LSG 
New Music Series, w/ The Jim Ryan/Mark Pino Duo, 
Dave DeFilippo, 8 p.m., $6-$10. 


FUNK 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘For 
Funk's Sake!,"" 10 p.m., free. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Glen David Andrews, Sophistafunk, 9:30 p.m., 
$15 advance. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘In 
‘n' Out,” w/ The Selecter DJ Kirk, Third Thursday 
of every month, 10 p.m., free. 
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PANDA BEAR 23 
Panda Bear Meets l2t 
the Grim Reaper 


Old school hip-hop textures and 
production techniques meld with the 
intuitive, cyclical melodies for which 
Panda Bear has become known, 


creating a sound that is at once dense 


and playful. LP: $22.98 


FRIDAY 1/16 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
They Run by Night, The Release, No Lovely Thing, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. French Cas- 
settes, Jr., Summer Peaks, DJ Honeycomb Brown, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Shams, The Tommy Odetto Group, The Quiet Men, 
9:30 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. The Young Dubliners, Walshey & Westy, 8 
p.m., $15-$20. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Chum, 9 


i 


\ 
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LA MUSIC! 






Another Day ; 
ANOTHER TIME: 


98 
Another Day, Another a 
Time: Celebrating the Music 
of Inside Llewyn Davis 


This live concert special celebrating 
the music of the Coen Brothers film 
Inside Llewyn Davis features Joan 
Baez, Elvis Costello, Avett Brothers, 
Conor Oberst, Gillian Welch, Jack 
White, & more. 3-LP Set: $44.98 


LIVE SHOWS CALENDAR 


saturday * January 17 * 20m - WINDHAM FLAT 





Saturday * January 31+ 20m - COCKTAILS 






SELL US YOUR STUFF: 
CDs, LPs, 45s, 78s, DVDs, Blu-rays, Music Books, 


& Video Games - Highest Prices Paid!! 
We Buy Large Collections - Will Pick-up! (Call for details) 


1855 HAIGHT STREET * SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 


SALE ENDS 
1/27/14 


as 


2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE « BERKELEY (510) 549-1125 
BUV-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN GASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S¥. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (IST HOUR FREE!) 
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ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 


p.m., $15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1Ith St., San Francisco. The Frail, | 
Am Animal, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Wag, 
Sun Valley Gun Club, The Hague, Bear Call, 7 p.m., 
$10. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Cold War 
Kids, Everyone Is Dirty, Andrew St. James, 8 p.m., 
sold out. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. “Popscene,”’ 
w/ Tove Stryke, The Tropics, GNTLMN, Popscene 
DJs, 9 p.m., $12-$14. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Hot for Teacher, 
Beer Drinkers & Hell Raisers, FeatherWitch, 9 p.m., 
$14. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Sango, Esta, 
Pomo, Insightful, Devonwho, Joe Mousepad, DJ 


MONARCH & MAKE IT FUNKY PRESENT: 
MAKE IT FUNKY’S 2 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 
WITH 40 THIEVES 


40 THIEVES 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


BICTEMISEDION NE RO\WASIz 
Ba NIONING 
HORSE MEAT 


WERD. & MONARCH PRESENT: 
WERD. / CHRIS NITTI (ROAM 


AMAZING HOUR 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 5:30P - &:30P 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS 
CHECK SITE FOR CLUB HOURS 


MONARCHSF.COM 
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Dials, 10 p.m., $20 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Kon- 
nekted,” w/ Chus + Ceballos, Ben Seagren, Dean 
Samaras, 9:30 p.m., $10-$15 advance (free before 
11 p.m. with RSVP). 

BeatBox: 314 lith St., San Francisco. “U-Haul,” w/ DJs 
Jibbz & Motive, 9 p.m., $10. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Manimal,” 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Boy Bar," 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dancing Ghosts: 
Manchester/Factory Records Night,” w/ guest DJ 
Andy Rourke (The Smiths), plus DJs Xander, Sage, 
and Davey Bones, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 
p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Haceteria,” w/ 
Xerome, Drippy Inputs, Sponge Bath, Nihar, Tristes 


TEN FTE 


TSBEN 
JAN 15TH 


GW Mellel ¢ WN | 


JANUARY 16TH 
SANGO + ESTA 
POMO + KITTENS 
(SOULECTION) 


JANUARY 22ND 
MR CARMACK 
DJEMBA DJEMBA 
+ TEAM SUPREME 
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Tropiques, SMAG, 9 p.m., $10. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. The Rock-It! Sci- 
entists, 9 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
New Deal, 9 p.m., $25. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. 
“Loft Apartment,” w/ DJs Tuna & Tamale, 7 p.m., 
free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Winter Onesie 
Party,” National AIDS Memorial Grove benefit 
night with DJ Philip Grasso, 9 p.m., $5 suggested 
donation. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“That ‘80s Show,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, Third Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “Helix,” w/ 
Anwalter, TV Wonder, DJ Lahbug, RND(), 9 p.m., $10 
(free before 11 p.m.). 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Make It Funky 
S.F:: 2-Year Anniversary," w/ 40 Thieves, 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “| Hate 
You, Baby,"’ w/ DJs Jamie Jams, Vinyl Whore, and 
Schrollstein, 9 p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. ‘Deep S.F.," 
w/ Black Coffee, Marques Wyatt, Patrick Wilson 
(in the main room), 9 p.m., $12-$20; “Sure Thing: 
Minimal Wave & Cititrax Showcase,” w/ Silent 
Servant, Veronica Vasicka, Justin Anastasi, Rachel 
Aiello, Aaron J (in the OddJob Loft), 9:30 p.m., $15 
advance. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Pierce Fulton, 
Non Sequitur, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Soul Deep,” w/ 
DJs Paul Ban, Jimmy Bell, Mario Mar, and Alastair, 
9 p.m., $10 advance. 


: i. 
NEW WAVE CITY 
THE FIRST & FOREMOST 80s DANCE PARTY 


SATURDAY JANUARY 17 
DEPECHE MODE NIGHT 





DANCE TO THE BEST OF DEPECHE MODE 


& CLASSIC NEW WAVE MUSIC VIDEOS 


WIN SPANDAU BALLET TIX 1/23 WARFIELD 
9PM-3AM & 21+ WITH VALID ID 


37 BEFORE 10PM / $12 AFTER 
2 DANCE ROOMS x5 NEW WAVE DJ's 


GAT 1190 FOLSOM ST 





CLUB SAN FRANCISCO 
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Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. ‘Future Factory,” 
10 p.m., $10-$15. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Tim Mason, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Bruno's: 2389 Mission, San Francisco. DJ Playboi, 9 
p.m., free before 11 p.m. with RSVP. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Juicy,” w/ DJ 
Ry Toast, Third Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5 
(free before 11 p.m.). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. DJ Apollo: Celebrating 
30 Years of DJing, w/ guests Vinroc & Mind Motion, 
9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. with RSVP. 

Oasis: 298 11th St., San Francisco. “Swagger Like 
Us," w/ Double Duchess, plus DJs Durt, davO, and 
Boyfriend, 10 p.m., $10. 


ACOUSTIC 


Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Chris Haugen, 
5:30 p.m., free; Ariel Wang, The Gospel Flats, Kendra 
McKinley, 8 p.m., $10-$12. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Friday Live: Kim 
Archer & Whitney Mongé, 10 p.m., free-$5. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Rocco 
DeLuca, 9 p.m. continues through Jan. 30, 
$10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. “Bluegrass 
Bonanza,” w/ Left Coast Country, 9 p.m., $6- 
$10. 

Second Act Marketplace & Events: 1727 Haight, San 
Francisco. The Known Unknown, 7:30 p.m., $10- 
$20. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Miss Erma, 
John Henry's Farm, Leanne Tallis, 8 p.m., $10- 
$20. 







SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 


2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Josh Taylor 
& Friends, Third Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. The Scott 
Foster Group, Third Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., 
$10 suggested donation per adult. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
Carmen Getit Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Peter Horvath, 
8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Wil 
Blades & Jack Tone Riordan, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Cyril Guiraud 
Quartet, Third Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., 
$10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 8 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., 
$5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
Mazacote, 10 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Lagos Roots, 
Black Water Gold, DJ Juan G, 10 p.m., $13. 

Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San Francisco. 
Eddy Navia & The Pachamama Band, 8:30 p.m. 

Presidio Officers’ Club: 50 Moraga, San Francisco. 
Les Gwan Jupons, 6 p.m., free. 


THURSDAY JANUARY 15TH, 2015 


0) PURPLE’S DANCE KARAOKE THURSDAYS 


FRIDAY JANUARY 16TH, 2015 
THE ASSEMBLY CLASSIC HIP HOP | NU WAVE | FUNK 


SATURDAY JANUARY 17TH, 2015 


THE FRESHEST 80’S AND 90’S OLD SCHOOL HIP HOP PARTY $O FRESH! 


SUNDAY JANUARY 18TH, 2015 
COSTUME KARAOKE \)) 5) PAUL 
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ON SALE FRIDAY! 
APRIL 17 


hee etGuem TO HE RIND a2eae 


JANUARY 30 


Jon nderson, 
“i hee Tiled) & ath. 


ihe Fokce oF ae 


JANUARY 31 


stori * 


rrces 


Saket ws 
FEBRUARY 7 LOGOTY wae 


LOGIC 
OJ RHETORIK 
MICHAEL CHRISTMAS 


FEBRUARY TI 


LESS THAN JAKE 
REEL BIG FISH 
AUTHORITY ZERO 

FEBRUARY I? 


SOUND REMEDY 
MAYHEM + KAYZO 


FESRUART 13 


FLIGHT FACILITIES 
FEBRUARY 24 


~~ THEREGENCYBALLAROOM.COM 
Nat 1300 VAM MESS «r SUTTER 
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tonightalive. SIAM! 
__ MEW a) iP OUT S716 


MAY 4 
CITY NATIONAL CIVIC * SAN JOSE 


SPAN DAU BALLE | 


SOUL OVS OF THE WESTERN WORLD TC 


FERGUSON 


HOT & GRUMPY TOUR: 
WALKING THE EARTH 


FEBRUARY 20 


RIDE 
APRIL 15 * JUST ADDED - ON SALE FRIDAY! 


TAKING BACK SUNDAY 













MAT KEARNEY 


LETLIVE. PARACHUTE 
THE MENZINGERS JUDAH & THE LION 
MARCH I MARCH 10 
GEORGE LOPEZ DATSIK 
MARCH? ETCIETC! + TRUTH 
MARCH 14 


THE WARFIELOTHEATRE COM 
WRPRPIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 104 > 4h 





@ THEWARPIELD WARPHELD THEWARFIELD 
cs = REGENCYRALLRFOOM REGENCYRALLROOM \e) THEREGENCYRBALLROOM 
*GOLDENVOICESF GOLOENYVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 
. - — = 
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Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Taraf de Locos, 7:30 p.m., $10-$20. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Pangea Futbol Club, Third Friday of every month, 9 
p.m. 


REGGAE 


Asiento: 2730 21st St., San Francisco. ‘“Kulcha Latino,” 
w/ resident selectors Stepwise, Ras Rican, and EI 
Kool Kyle, Third Friday of every month, 9 p.m., 
free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Thicker Than Thieves, Clear Conscience, Saane & 
Delight, Nesta, DJ Green B, Majesty, 9 p.m., $13- 
$16. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Kirk 
Fletcher & Michael Landau Band, 7:30 & 10 p.m., 


$22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Robert “Hollywood” Jenkins, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. West Coast 
Blues Revue, 4 p.m.; Delta Wires, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Whitey 
Morgan & The 78's, Joe Fletcher & The Wrong Rea- 
sons, The Bitter Diamonds, 9 p.m., $10. 


FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Glen David Andrews, Candelaria, 9:30 p.m., $18 
advance. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘‘Loose 
Joints," w/ DJs Centipede, Damon Bell, and Tom 
Thump, Third Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5- 
$10. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


PRESENTS THE: 


FIRST CHURCH OF THE 
SACRED SILVERSEXUAL 


11PM: SPECIAL ALL-MASHUP 
SET FROM SAN FRANCISCO’s 


AWARD-WINNING 


DAVID BOWIE TRIBUTE BAND 
MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


Oe Be 
FAROFF 


MIDNIGHT MASHUP SHOW: 
AERIALIST CATALYSTA 


LOUNGE: 


DECADENT OASIS 
DJs: FUNKTOR, HIJINX, 
DAVESIMON, JMIAH 


ABOVE: 
GRAZ ZF 


DJs: MEIKEE MAGNETIC 
& MIXTRESS SHIZAAM 


DAZZLE ROOM: 
YA MAMMA'S BASEMENT 


SATURDAY JANUARY 17 


>)DNA : 


Four ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
5 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARAISON, St 
GPM-AFTERMOURS - § 


a4ee ie © 
BEFORE 10° - BO0TESPCON 
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AIP TE LINE: $15 ADVANCE TIA &@ ONALOUNGE COW 
HEE BOUTIE MASHUP COs TO THE FIRST 100 PEOPLE 
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SOUL 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Oldies 
Night," W/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, and friends, 
Third Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 


SATURDAY 1/17 


ROCK 

Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. Windham 
Flat, free in-store performance + free giveaway 
of the Windham Flat/Cocktails split 7" single, 2 
p.m., free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Hundred Days, Andy Clockwise, EagleWolfSnake, 
9:30 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 


$8 MEZZANINE 
SAT JANUARY 17 - SPIVI 


Pl j S FEATURING 


DAN ASHLEY 


FRI JANUARY 30 - SPM 
SAGE FRANCIS 


_ oe 
SAT JANUARY 31- SPI 


ALVIN RISK 


THU FEBRUARY 9 - 9PIVi 


K. MICHELLE 
y’ 
FRI FEBRUARY 7 - SPM 


POOLSIDE ns: : 


00> PRINCESS puns puaPce aun 
7.) 2 KINKY 
> BREAKBOT 
6 BOLLYWOOD 

~) NOISE POP MYSTERY SHULLS 
>> KINDNESS 
9.0) TRAPEZE seme resets uence cone 
)) ALINGANDE 
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The Bilinda Butchers, Highlands, Dissolve, Niveles, 
9 p.m., $70$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Battlehooch, 
Guy Fox, Ghost & The City, 9 p.m., $15. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. MoeTar, Brian 
Kenney Fresno, MCH Trio, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Teenage 
Chain, The Pesos, Air Surgeon, 9 p.m., $6. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Push featuring 
Dan Ashley, 9 p.m., $15. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Turn 
Me On Dead, The Skinny Guns, Molkahete, 9:30 
p.m., $5-$8; Vandella, The Ardent Sons, Harriot, 
9:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. The 
Resurrection of the Chatterbox Bar, w/ The Jackson 
Saints, Sonic Brain Jam, The Ramonas, Screaming 
Bloody Gargoyles, 9 p.m., $10. 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


THE FRAIL 
W/ | AM ANIMA 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


THE CRIMINALS 
W/ GREAT APRES, AND 
GUEST DJ JELLO BIAFRA 


= | le AN 
ING BODY 
W/ VOLUMES AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


coal & WATAIN 
W/ REVEN 


ROSE QUARTZ 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


SKETCHFEST SF 
PRESENTS: 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 


FELIX MARTIN 
MTR) ed = 09 FN | 8) Sy 


JOHN 5 &THE CREATURES 


W/ WITH OUR ARMS TO THE SUN, 
STATE LINE EMPIRE 


UNWRITTEN LAW (acoustic) 
W/ TONY LOVATO (MEST) 


AND LINDSAY PERRY 


1349 
W/ ORIGIN, ABYSMAL DAWN, 
WOLVHAMMER, SERPENT CROWN 


10 YEARS 
W/ OTHERWISE, 


THE GLORIOUS SONS, LUMINOTH 


I THE BREATHER 
W/ EXOTYPE, FOREVERMORE, 
COME THE DAWN 


EVE HEART = PRESENTS: 
KAP SLA 
7 SeCinye GUESTS 


THE TRAGIC THRILLS 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


PIG DESTROYER 
W/ GHOUL, ACXDC, DESPISE YOU 





DANCE 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. “Rhythm 
Control,” w/ DJs J-Maz, Johnny Nunes, Jmontag, 
and guests, Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
$5. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Oliver 
Dollar, C.J. Larsen, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance (free 
before 11 p.m. with RSVP). 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “New Wave 
City: Depeche Mode Night,” w/ DJs Andy T, Callum 
McGowan, Shindog, and Tomas Diablo, 9 p.m., $7- 
$12. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. “Bootie S.F.,” 
w/ The First Church of the Sacred Silversexual, 
A+D, Faroff, Hijinx, Funktor, J Miah, Davesimon, 
Meikee Magnetic, Mixtress Shizaam, Myster C, Mr. 
Washington, more, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 


Shee Sartkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, 1/15 - 9PM - $10/$12 





eoceceerer eee eee ee eee ee eee meee eee eee reese eeee eee ee 


FRIDAY, 1/16 - 9PM - $10/$12 


SATURDAY, 1/17 - 9PM - $10 


eoeoeeererece reece ese eee eee eee eee eee eee eee see eee eee ee 


WEDNESDAY, 1/21 
RECORD SWAP @ 6, FREE; SHOW @ 8PM, $10 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco. “The Show,” 
w/ Space Cowboys DJs Erik Hz, 8Ball, Shizzla, 
Rrruss, Mancub, Kapt’n Kirk, Deckard, Shooey, and 
Justin Glover, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. Gigamesh, The Captain 
Hat, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. The 
New Deal, 9 p.m., $25. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bounce!,”’ 
9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“Fringe,” w/ DJs Blondie K & subOctave, Third 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 10 
p.m.). 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. ‘The Icebreakers Ball,” 
w/ DJ Icey, Zach Moore, Motion Potion, Vitamindevo, 
Matt Haze, Shouts!, U9lift, Phleck, Snarkle, Flytrap, 
10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Lights Down 
Low," w/ Horse Meat Disco, Myles Cooper, Richie 
Panic, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Fleetmac Wood: 
Big Love Disco,” in the OddJob Loft, 9 p.m., $10-$15; 
Julian Jeweil, Mossmoss, Fabian Campos, in the main 
room, 9:30 p.m., $10-$20 advance. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven,” w/ 
DJ Mark Andrus, 9 p.m., $10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. ‘““Gameboi 
S.F.,"" w/ VJ LaRock, Third Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $8-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Robin Schulz, 
Trevor Simpson, 9 p.m., $20 advance. 

Sip Bar & Lounge: 787 Broadway, San Francisco. DJ 
Marc deVasconcelos, 10 p.m., free. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. The Rock-It! Sci- 
entists, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Artcade: 


Art, Games, Music,” w/ DJ Mike Biggz plus art by 
Solo, 9 p.m., $5. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. DJ Vice, 10 p.m., 
$10-$15 advance. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Ba- 
nanas,” w/ Huerco S., Sage Caswell, Dr. Sleep, Ford 
Prefect, Steph, 10 p.m., $5-$7. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. “PrestigeSF,” 
w/ Mikey Tan, Duy Pham, J.B., Kid Vicious, 10 p.m., 
$10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Bruno's: 2389 Mission, San Francisco. DJs J. Espinosa 
& Justin Scott, 9 p.m., free before 11 p.m. with 
RSVP. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “The Bump," 
w/ The Whooligan, Third Saturday of every month, 
10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “The 
Booty Bassment,” w/ DJs Dimitri Dickinson & Ryan 
Poulsen, Third Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
35: 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Underwater 
Champagne,” w/ DJ Sake One, 9 p.m., free. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘So Fresh,” w/ 
DJs Twin Spin & Miles Green, 9:30 p.m., $5 before 
11 p.m. with RSVP. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Wishing 
& Bone, 7 p.m. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Jus- 
tin Houchin, Kyle Sampson, Genie Love, 7 p.m., 
$10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Lester T. 
Raww's Graveside Quartet, No Captains, Mario Di 


TUES. JANUARY 20 - 6PM 


FREE & ALL-AGES 
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NIGHT RIOTS 
Howl 


98 
CD 


Night Riots celebrates their new EP release, How/ (out 1/20) with an 
in-store performance at Amoeba S.F. Sonically, Night Riots have been 
likened to a modern day Cure and have been compared to bands such 

as U2, The Flaming Lips and Gaslight Anthem. 


1855 HAIGHT STREET » SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 
2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Sandro, Salt & Sage, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The Keller 
Sisters, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. The Monroe 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Glen Park Station: 2816 Diamond, San Francisco. 
FutureJazz with Peter McKibben & E. Doctor 
Smith, 7:30 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill ‘Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Mike 
Olmos & Tony Stead, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; The Robert Stewart Experi- 
ence, 9 p.m. 


Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Carol Luckenbach, 
8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 
9 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
VibraSON, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Homenagem Brasileira, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,’ 9:30 p.m. 
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BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Kirk 
Fletcher & Michael Landau Band, 7:30 & 10 p.m., 
$22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Patty Bobo, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Tony Perez & 
Second Hand Smoke, Third Saturday of every month, 
4 p.m.; Curtis Lawson, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Thollem McDonas & Gino Robair with Larry Ochs, 
Crystal Pascucci, and Christina Stanley, 8 p.m., $10- 
$15. 

Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St., San Francisco. 
zBug, 3 p.m., $5-$10 suggested donation. 
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FUNK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Ike 
Stubblefield Band, 9:30 p.m., $18 advance. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Saturday 
Night Soul Party,” w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, 
and Paul Paul, Third Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 

Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. “So Much 
Soul,” w/ DJs Vinroc, Shortkut, and Sean Cee, 10 
p.m., $5 before 11 p.m. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts: 2868 
Mission, San Francisco. First Annual MLK Unity 
Summit Artistry Contest, w/ Thr3ee, Dregs One, 
Khafre Jay, Marcus McCauley, Maya Songbird, 
more, 4-6 p.m., $5-$10. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Gabrielle Wal- 
ter-Clay, Drew Ofthe Drew, 9 p.m., $15. 


SUNDAY 1/18 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Crashfaster, Doctor Popular, Curious Quail, 
8 p.m., $6-$10. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Meercaz, 
King Lollipop, Razz, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Stage 11, 
Jackie Zealous, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Peace 
Creep, Nasalrod, Modern Man, 4 p.m., $7. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Talk 
of Shamans, Paisano, 7 p.m., $8. 


Wed, Jan 14 


Legendary East Bay R&B hit-makers 


TOWER OF POWER 


Thu, Jan 15 - 4th place winner of American /do/tenth season 


JAMES DURBIN BAND 


Fri, Jan 16 


Top 40 smooth jazz saxophonist 


EUGE GROOVE 


Sat, Jan 17 


PABLO CRUISE 


Sun, Jan 18 


SOUL BROTHERS MLK TRIBUTE 


feat. Rev Amos Carter 


Tue-Wed, Jan 2'7-28 


BILL FRISELL 


Fri-Sat, Jan 30-31 


CHANTE MOORE 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top," 9 
p.m. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. “80s at 8," 
w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Dub Mis- 
sion,” w/ Bobby Hustle, DJ Triple Crown, DJ Sep, 
9 p.m., $7-S10. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ DJs 
Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. “Sweater 
Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” Sun- 
days, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. Prosumer, Honey 
Soundsystem, 10 p.m., $10 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Werd," w/ guest 
DJ Chris Nitti, 9 p.m., $5 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘Disco Daddy,” 
w/ DJ Bus Station John, Third Sunday of every 
month, 7 p.m., $5. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “Phoria,”’ w/ Richard 
Durand, Blurr, D Bryk, 9 p.m. 





All Over the Musical Map 


KRONOS QUARTET 


As part of the New Music Gathering, Thursday, Jan. 


Jay Blakesberg 


15, through Saturday, Jan. 17, at the San Francisco 
HIP-HOP Conservatory of Music. $30-$75; newmusicgathering.org 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 
ACOUSTIC 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Ben Miller Band, Crow Moses, We Became Owls, 


For an ensemble made up of only four people, the San Francisco chamber 
group Kronos Quartet seems to have a foot in just about every aspect of the 
Bay Area music scene: Whether re-interpreting “Purple Haze” or “Marquee 
Moon,’ collaborating with Bjork, Allen Ginsberg, and just about every mini- 
malist composer you can name, the quartet is about as versatile an ensemble as 
one could hope for from classical music. That’s just one reason it’s a perfect 


9 p.m., $10-$12. choice to headline the final day of the New Music Gathering, a three-day festi- 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Dusty Green 
Bones, Rocket Frog Rodeo, Derek Bodkin's Hovering 
Breadcat, 4 p.m.., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


Sun, Jan. 18 LATENIGHTSERIES 
Extra Terrestrial Brother Vol 2 Release Party 


MARTIN LUTHER 


Mon, Jan 19 


Tue, Jan 20 


Wed-Thu, Jan 21-22 


The most influential Brazilian artist of all time 


SERGIO MENDES 


Fri-Sat, Jan 23-24 


Sun, Jan 25 - One of the world’s most sophisticated vocal groups 


ROCKAPELLA 


Tue-Wed, Feb 10-11 


RUFUS WAINWRIGHT 


Thu-Fri, Feb 12-13 


KEIKO MATSUI 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 
CONTACT ROBERT@YOSHIS.COM TO HOST A PRIVATE EVENT 


Ald, JANUARY 15-21, 2015 
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PAT TRAVERS BAND 
KIM SIMMONDS AND SAVOY BROWN 


THE RIPPINGTONS 


feat. Russ Freeman 


val/conference/meeting of experimental minds holding its first-ever event in 
San Francisco this weekend. Whatever the group has cooked up for this perfor- 
mance, you can bet it will be imaginative — and likely feature some guests 
from all over the musical map. Emma Silvers 


Si * Cf 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM 





16 ps BIG DWAYNE & AJ 
SPIN SOUL/ROCKSTEADY ¢ 9PM ¢ FREE 


V/17 SINISTER TWIST 
PLUS BURLESQUE PERFORMANCES BY 
SUGAR CANE JANE 

SZADORA LAVEY 

BUNNY PISTOL 

JUNE ST CROIX 

AND MORE... 

10PM ONLY $5 


1/18 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT” 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 

$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 
$3 STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS 


13. “MOJITO MONDAYS” 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND 
ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 11 P.M. 
TO 2 A.M. $1 OFF DRAFT/WELL 


1/20 “TEQUILA TWO- 
WHEELED TUESDAYS” 
$6 SHOT OF TEQUILA 

WITH A CAN OF TECATE 


21 “WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 
$5 PBR AND WHISKEY 
SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 


%* MON-THU 4PM-2AM ~* FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
%*& WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 





JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Hot Baked 
Goods, Third Sunday of every month, 6 p.m., 
free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Billy 
Higgins Legacy Band, 4:30 p.m., $10 suggested 
donation per adult. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Bay Area 
Composer's Big Band, 6:30 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill “Doc” Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m.., free. 

The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. The Cot- 
tontails, Third Sunday of every month, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. David James's 
GPS, DU UY Quintet, 8 p.m., $10-$20. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Mark Robinson, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights,” w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($20 with dance lessons). 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Alejandro y Maria Laura, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Eddie 
Neon Blues Band, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 


Boozeland 


COCKTAILS ~ BEER 
PATIO — POOL 
SHUFFLE BOARD 
CF oO 


OPEN NOON « 2 AM 


7 DAYS A WEEK 
CAO 


510 LARKIN 


between turk & eddy 
the tenderloin 


CAS 
UPSTAIRS BAR 


AVAILABLE FOR 
PRIVATE PARTIES 
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Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Nat 
Bolden, 4 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4 p.m.; Silvia C, Third Sunday of every month, 
9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Weston Olencki, Katherine Young, and Amy Cimini, 
7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


MONDAY 1/19 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 
9 p.m.., free. 

Delirium Cocktails: 3139 16th St., San Francisco. “Null 
& Void," w/ resident DJs Bite Mark & Erix, Third 
Monday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & quests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Puro 
Instinct, Brogan Bentley, Aja, Ants on a Log DJs, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays)," w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Wanted,” w/ DJs 
Key&Kite and Richie Panic, 9 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Mercer: 255 Rhode Island, San Francisco. ‘Mercer 
Mondays,” w/ The Wild N Krazy Kids & Risky Bizness 
Crew, 8 p.m., free. 


Harrison Boyce 


Horns of Doom 


BUDOS BAND 


With Death Valley Girls, 8 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 18, 
at the Fillmore. $25; thefillmore.com 


Over the past decade, Staten Island-based outfit the Budos Band has been refin- 
ing its heady style of opiated instrumental funk, interweaving Fela Kuti’s pro- 
pulsive Afrobeat grooves and Mulatu Astatke’s atmospheric Ethiopian jazz with 
strands of Latin, ’70s cop show themes, and psychedelia on a string of excellent 
releases for Daptone Records. The East Coast collective detours into decidedly 
heavier new territory on its latest effort, Burnt Offering. Jacking the fuzzed-out 
guitars to 11, the Budos Band bows before the evil tritone altar of Black Sab- 
bath’s Tony Iommi with the corrosive menace of “Aphasia’” and the album’s blis- 
tering title track. The haze of smoke will doubtless be thick when the nine-piece 
crew delivers a collision of Afro-soul and droning, metallic doom at the Fillmore 
Sunday night. L.A.’s Death Valley Girls open the show with the sneering, bik- 
er-punk snarl heard on their cassette-only debut Street Venom, released last year 
by Burger Records. Dave Pehling 





ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Windy Hill, Third 
Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Sad 
Bastard Club,” w/ Tom Heyman & guests, Third 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. “Acoustic 
Bistro," 7 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter Lind- 
man, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Eugene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Sal- 
saCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 
7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Skylark- 
ing,” w/ 1&I Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Autoduplicity, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 


TUESDAY 1/20 


ROCK 


Amoeba Music: 1855 Haight, San Francisco. Night 
Riots, 6 p.m., free. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Mosaics, Ray Gun, Union Pacific, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 
Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Jimmy 
Gnecco, Nick Perri Group, 8 p.m., $20. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Joyride!, 
Quaaludes, The Varicaps, DJ Agitator, 9:30 p.m., 
$7. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy,” w/ DJ Viv, Myles Cooper, & guests, 
10 p.m., $2. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ““Soundpieces,” 
10 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Supperclub San Francisco: 657 Harrison, San Fran- 
cisco. “Daybreaker,” 7:30 a.m., $20-$25 advance. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Phat Tuesday,” w/ 
DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kelly McFarling, 
Marty O'Reilly, Diana Gameros, 9 p.m., $7. 

Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Songwrit- 
ers in Residence: tith Avenue Records, w/ Wesley 
Woo, Tommy P., and more, 7 p.m. continues >> 





THE NEW PORNOGRAPHERS o CARIBOU 


NOISE POP 


SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 12015 - 








BEST COAST ° GEOGRAPHER © DAN DEACON © HOW TO DRESS WELL © CATHEDRALS 
JAMES VINCENT MCMORROW (soLo) ° SLOW MAGIC © GIRAFFAGE © THE CHURCH 
KINDNESS o SURFER BLOOD © CRAFT SPELLS © LES SINS © LANGHORNE SLIM ©!!! pis 
GROUPER oc CHERRY GLAZERR o MICK JENKINS ° NO JOY o JESSICA PRATT 
THE BLACK RYDER © KEVIN MORBY ° COSMONAUTS © FOXES IN FICTION 
ELEANOR FRIEDBERGER © TV GIRL © SIX ORGANS OF ADMITTANCE © SALES 


AND MANY MORE 


NOISEPOP.COM/2015 
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olen Be 
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Make-Out Room 


THURS us AT 10PM FREE 


W/ THE SELECTER DJ KIRK 
+ SPECIAL GUESTS 
SOUL & MOD CLASSICS FROM THE ‘60S & ‘70S! 
EVERY THIRD THURSDAY OUR LOVE IS FREE! 


FRI 1/16 AT 6PM FREE 


ROCK ‘N’ ROLL WORKSHOP 
W/ DJS STEPHEN, JODIE ARTICHOKE 
& MEDIUM RARE 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


LOOSE JOINTS! 
W/ DJS CENTIPEDE, DAMON BELL 
& THOM THUMP 


SOUL, DISCO, AFROBEAT, HIP-HOP & MORE! 


SAT 1/17 AT 6PM FREE 


DJ CINDY G! 


NEW WAVE POWER-POP & PUNK-GARAGE! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCE-HALL, HOP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN 1/18 AT 8PM $7 
TALK OF SHAMANS + PAISANO 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


DJ] ANDY & FRIENDS 
ARCHIVE FEVER! 
ROCK ‘N’ ROLL, OLDIES & VINTAGE VINYL! 


MON 1/19 AT 7:30PM FREE 


SAD BASTARDS CLUB 
SONGWRITER ROUND-ROBIN 
JOHN MURRY © MICHAEL MULLEN 
GREG DALE + TOM HEYMAN 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 


WHISKEY RIVER 


BOOZE-FUELED, HARD-LIVIN’, HEART-BREAKIN’, 
FOOT-STOMPIN’ VINTAGE COUNTRY! 
W/ DJS HANDLEBARS & PRETTY RICKY 


TUES 1/20 AT LUB! 


WE PUNCH YOU WITH OUR WORD FISTS! 
6 WRITERS FOR 7 MINUTES EACH IN 3 
BOUTS OF LITERARY FISTICUFFS- 

YOU PICK THE WINNERS! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


SLOW JAMS 
W/ DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
DEEP AND SWEET 60S SOUL 


WED 1/21 AT 6PM 


RAW RAMP 
W/ DJ ANDY 
ROCK ‘N’ ROLL, SOUL, GARAGE ROCK, 
POWERPOP AND POST PUNK 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 
W/ DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 
80S DANCE PARTY 
GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP AND HIP-HOP 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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LIVE MUSIC 7 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open DAILY ‘til 2:00 am+) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


$4 WELLS /$4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/ $2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
THURSDAY JANUARY 15 $15 ADV 





FRIDAY JANUARY 16 $18 ADV 


SATURDAY JANUARY 17 $18 ADV 


Grammy Winner 


With 
SUNDAY JANUARY 18 FREE 


(Football Every Sunday - FREEE - 
12PM and ALL DAY) 


MONDAY JANUARY 19 FREE 


TUESDAY JANUARY 20 $5 ADV 
Boom Boom Room Presents: 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21 $7 ADV 


Featuring: *ZIEl 


THURSDAY JANUARY 22 $ 7 ADV 
San Francisco’s premiere vibrational 
connectors: 


(Plus: 


through Jan. 27. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Drizzoletto, Third Tuesday of every month, 8:30 
p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., 
free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Nora Maki, 8 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tues- 
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day Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10- 
$12. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Kathy Holly, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Porreta!,” 
all night forro party with DJs Carioca & Lucio K, 
Third Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $7. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground No- 
mads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and 
Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘“Echale 
Mas Salsa,” 9 p.m., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Tropicana 
Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The Whooligan, EI 
Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and 
Stepwise, 9 p.m. 


DRINKS ¢ FOOD « MUSIC 
FRI it 8PM $22 ADV / $25 DOOR 


SUN 1/18 7PM ADV / $27 DOOR 


THEUNAUTHORIZED ROLLING STONES 


TUES 1/20 6: oa FREE 


JAMES 
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cr iG 7PM ie ADV Wa re Tne 


r 25 7PM S14 ADV / cE 
VERRY JOSEPH &/THE JACKMORMONS 
WED 1/28 7PM $52 ADV / $57 DOOR 
"AN EVENING WiTHLEO KOTTKE)" 


THUR 1/29 7PM $22 _ /$24 DOOR 


a Dp) 
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GOLDEN GAT van EN Hd 


FEAT JOHN iF 
LESH & FRIENDS, NE OF RATDOC 


& PRIMUS JEFF ast. TOF FURTHUR, © 
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WED 2/47PM $37 ADV/$42 DOOR 


WTRREEDFOEH 


SUN 2/8 7PM $47 ADV / $52 DOS/$72 VIP 


JOHN OATES — 
OF THE LEGENDARY HALL & OATES 





REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Sweaty Blues & Funk Rock Jam, 8 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos Duo, 
5:30 p.m.; Lisa Kindred, Third Tuesday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Slow 
Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m.., free. 


WEDNESDAY 1/21 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
The Soft White Sixties, Major Powers & The Lo-Fi 
Symphony, The Bad Years, 9 p.m., $10-$14. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. The Donkeys, 
Extra Classic, And And And, 8 p.m., $15. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Cardinal 
Wyrm, Mutant Supremacy, Negative Vortex, 8:30 
p.m., $7. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Terra 
Moans, Tiny Massive, Mini & The Bear, 9:30 p.m., 
$6. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. The Paul 
Collins Beat, Cocktails, The Rich Hands, Andy Human 
& The Reptoids, The Beat-Offs, DJs Hankster Henry 
& Andy Human, 8 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘Pussy Party," w/ 
Sasha, Ms. Jackson, guests, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Sticky 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 
Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. ““Bondage-A- 
Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 

p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro 
Pop Rocks," 18+ dance party with Milo & Otis, 9 p.m. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ““Housepitality,” w/ 
K.atou, Tyrel Williams, Zodiac Disco, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “What?,” 7 
p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Burn 
Down the Disco," w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt w/U, Third 
Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita More & guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Wayback Wednes- 
day,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Friends 
with Benefits,” w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 
p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 
Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. ‘True 
Skool,’ w/ Ren the Vinyl Archaeologist, 9:30 p.m. 
Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Wu-Tang 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Actual Wolf, 
Ben Cosgrove, Craig Perry, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, Eric 
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Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., 
free; free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco. “Cat's 
Corner," 9 p.m., $10. 

Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. North 
Beach Brass Band, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $15. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 
The Jazztronauts, 8 p.m. 

Feinstein's at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Melissa O'Keefe: “Gentlemen Prefer Redheads,” 
7 p.m., $20-$35. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Sebastian Parker Trio, 8 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 6:30- 
11:30 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Chris Duggan, 7:30 
p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bao- 
bab!,”" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Bach- 
atalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Little Jonny 
& The Giants, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 
Second Act Marketplace & Events: 1727 Haight, San 


SILQCL $ 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 


DICKIES CLOTHING 


EP Ne. OR ee. 
2566 MISSION ST. 
(BETWEEN 19TH & 20TH) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
415.824.7729 


WWW.ZOOTSUITSTORE.COM 
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Francisco. DaMaDa, Theremin Barney, Djll Mazawa, 


SL Morse, 7:30 p.m., $5. 


SOUL 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. ‘Soul 
Train Revival,” w/ Ziek McCarter & The Funky Goods, 
Third Wednesday of every month, 9:30 p.m., $5. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “The 45 
Slew,” w/ resident DJs Micah Aza & Al Lover, First 
and Third Wednesday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Color Me Badd,” 
coloring books and R&B jams with Matt Haze, DJ 
Alarm, Broke-Ass Stuart, guests, Wednesdays, 
5:30-9:30 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Francisco. Marc 
Capelle & Friends, 8:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Freddie Hughes & Chris Burns, 7:30 p.m., free. 


PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 199%) 
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NORTH BEACH BRASS BAND 
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EARL THOMAS 
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PORN AND CIRCUMSTANCE 


By Dan Savage 


My fiancée is extremely bothered by me looking at porn. It 
revolves around insecurities that have gotten so bad that 
even other girls bother her. (We can hardly go to a beach 
anymore.) I don’t have any weird relationship with porn 
— no addiction, no violent stuff, and I look pretty infre- 
quently. She acknowledges that it’s anormal thing but is 
unable to get past it. She has gone through two counselors 
on her own, and we have gone through two couples coun- 
selors. They have ALL said the same thing: “It’s com- 
pletely reasonable to want him to not look at porn, and if 
he loves you, he won't look at it anymore.” I have been 
asked how often I look at it, why I won't stop looking at it, 
why is it so important to me. They have recommended 
“Clinics” to help me abstain from porn. This all happens 
after both of us say that our goal is for this — me looking 
at porn very occasionally — to not be a problem and even 
after we've told them that she used to be totally okay with 
it (four years ago) but now she feels crazy and doesn’t 
want to feel this way about it. Our last therapist said my 
refusal to go to a clinic showed that we had a toxic rela- 
tionship! I'm dumbfounded. Every time we see a therapist 
like this, it damages our relationship. 

Lack Of Sane Therapists 


“The therapists seen by LOST have drunk the Kool- 
Aid: Porn is automatically bad, stopping porn use is 
always the best answer, the person who doesn't like 
porn is always right,” said Dr. David Ley, writer, clini- 
cal psychologist, and author of The Myth of Sex Addic- 
tion. “Such therapists develop target fixation when 
porn is involved and lose sight of other, real issues 
that need to be addressed.” 

The most obvious issue that needs addressing is 
your fiancée’s evident and apparently metastasiz- 
ing insecurity. (Yesterday you had to stop watching 
porn, today you can’t go to the beach, tomorrow 
you won't be able to have female friends.) But 
since all the therapists you've seen thus far were 
batshit-crazy sexphobes — or “fixated” on porn, as 
Dr. Ley put it — her issues haven't been addressed. 

“LOST's fiancée probably sees his use of porn 
as a reflection of his level of attraction to her,” said 
Dr. Ley. “Or she’s worried that a man who looks 
at porn is aman who will cheat. I understand and 
empathize with her fear.” 

But Dr. Ley wonders if something else is at 
work here. “LOST’s fiancée might be dealing with 
a form of anxiety disorder, where obsession is 
sometimes expressed through irrational fears of 
infidelity,” said Dr. Ley. “A therapist who specializ- 
es in cognitive behavioral therapy (the ‘other kind 
of CBT’) for anxiety disorders may be helpful, and 
less likely to get distracted by blaming porn.” 

To find a therapist who specializes in CBT and 
isn’t a batshit-crazy, smut-shaming sexphobe, 

Dr. Ley suggests you find a therapist through the 
American Association of Sexuality Educators, 
Counselors, and Therapists (aasect.org) or the 
“Kink Aware Professionals Directory” at the Na- 
tional Coalition for Sexual Freedom (ncsfreedom. 
org). “The therapists LOST will find there are more 
likely to be sex-positive,” said Dr. Ley, “and less 
likely to jump on the ‘porn is the root of all prob- 
lems’ bandwagon.” You can follow Dr. David Ley on 
Twitter @DrDavidLey. 


My husband and I have been married for 10 years and 
have two children. We had a wild sex life in the beginning, 
but his job (he’s military) took him away so many times 
that our relationship (and the sex) took a nosedive. Upon 
coming back from deployments, he would always have an 
addiction to porn. I would believe him when hed tell me 
that he stopped, but every time hed come back it would 


start again. Last fall, he was gone for four months, and 
the addiction is still there. For the past year, he was going 
onto anonymous webcam sites and engaging in mutual 
masturbation with random women. I found out, and we 
are talking now about our problems and working to re- 
solve them. The camming has stopped and we are going to 
attend counseling as a couple, but I also think he should 
attend counseling for himself. Our newfound communi- 
cation and intimacy has reawakened my libido, and now I 
want it more than him. I'm angry that the lack of fre- 
quent sex is what drove him to porn, but now the problem 
is that I want it too much! I don't know how to handle my 
newfound libido and his lack of interest. Ineed him to be 
more adamant about showing me he wants me. Am I 
reading too much into it and being too needy? 
Paranoid And Reawakened 


“Increased porn use in men is very often a response 
to loneliness — due to divorce, separation, etc. — or 
stress or depression,’ said Dr. Ley. 

Deployment to a war zone, needless to say, can 
be highly stressful and very lonely. 

“Sexual arousal is VERY good at diverting us 
from things we’re bothered by,” said Dr. Ley. “For 
many people, that’s fine, and it works great to let 
off steam. But if you're not taking care of the real 
issue — loneliness, depression, stress — then the 
porn use can sometimes become its own problem.” 

Which is what seems to have happened in 
your case, PAR. Dr. Ley agrees that your husband 
should get some solo counseling in addition to 
the couples counseling you're planning on getting 
together. 

As for your out-of-sync libidos, PAR, try to 
bear in mind that all of this — the discovery that 
it wasn’t just porn, the communication that’s hap- 
pened in the wake of that revelation, the reawak- 
ening of your libido — basically just went down. It 
may take some time (and counseling) before you 
two reconnect and reestablish your sexual groove. 

“PAR’s husband might be intimidated by his 
wife’s libido and desire — if he is a guy who is 
struggling with unmanaged feelings of depression 
and anxiety,’ said Dr. Ley. “So he could benefit 
from seeing a therapist and doing some work 
around how he is coping with these feelings while 
on deployment, and how he communicates these 
feelings to his wife. This way, she would know that 
when he’s not interested in sex, it’s because he’s 
stressed or depressed, not because of the porn.” 


My boyfriend likes to watch porn, but I do not. (Male 
couple, both 22, together two years.) He sometimes 
wants to watch it “with” me, and this is our compromise: 
He sits on my face, Irim him while he watches porn, we 
stroke ourselves. He’s not “present” when we do this — 
he’s focused on his porn. My best friend says this isn’t sex 
and isn't healthy. She says I'm being used and she thinks 
less of my boyfriend now. I don't feel like Im being used. 
We still have good “regular” sex with no porn. But it’s 
true that I wouldn't do this (rim him while he basically 
ignores me) if it weren't for my boyfriend's desire to 
watch porn sometimes instead of having “regular” sex 
with me. Should I stop doing this? Am I being used? 
Really Into My Man 

PS. [love eating his ass and I always come 
when we do this. 


“If it’s working for him and his boyfriend, 
RIMM shouldn't let anybody tell him what he 
should be feeling,” said Dr. Ley. “This is the epito- 
me of healthy GGG compromise. Rim away.” 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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HELP WANTED HELP WANTED 








MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELOR: 
Pyramid Alternatives, Inc. in Pacific, CA. 
Work with individuals and group to 
promote mental and emotional health. 


SR Al GAMEPLAY ENGINEER: 
KIXEYE, Inc. Software engineering for 
online gaming products focusing on 
artificial intelligence. Resume to: John 
Bailey, KIXEYE, 333 Bush St., 19th Flr San 
Francisco, CA 94104 Manor Plaza, Pacific, CA 94044 or email 
pchang@pyramidalternatives.org 
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jobapplication@sharethrough.com 0. 
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West Maui’s Affordable Condos. 
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WWW.MAUIRESORTS.COM 


ule. Up to $17/hr base 1 on % + tips. 
References & some English required. 
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** NOT AVAILABLE WITH OTHER PROMOTIONS. MUST PRESENT AD. TERMS AND CONDITIONS AT MMJDOCTOR.COM/ADS-TERMS/ *BY APPOINTMENT ONLY. COUNTDOWN STARTS WHEN YOU SUBMIT PAPERWORK, ENDS WHEN IT IS YOUR TURN. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 
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SUMMER SPECIALS 
Free gift with every ID card purchase. 


OPEN 7 DAYS/WEEK 
Mon-Sat 10:30am-6:30pm 
77 McAllister St, Ste. 200, San Francisco 
(Market/Givic Bart Station, next to Bakery) 
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